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I was born, he crossed this great continent from
w west to east, through country which even to-day,

after the lapse of all these years, is still described
s a desert, we must all agree that his life has;

been a unique one, in that he was privileged to
return to his native State by the first ovorland
train that crossed the continent. Further, Whent
we have regr to the great difficulties that con-
fronted anyon who undertook the exploration

othscntn nearly half a century ago, I believe
that his work in this direction will remain the most
important factor in his life. I can say no more
except to add that, although I was not on the same
side politically with him, Lord Forrest was a man
Of whom I always had the greatest admiration.
He was a big man in every sense of the word, and
throughout his long and great career he was ever
a good Australian. I hope that in the circum-
stances those who remain behind will he comforted
by the knowledge that his pawsing away is the
cause of universal regret throughout our great
continent.

Mr. PIESSE (Toodyny) [4-560]: On behalf of
the Country party I should like to express our
sincere sorrow at the news of the death of Lord
Forrest. We recognise in the death of our great
friend that we have indeed lost a noble son of the
Empire. When we look back ever the life of the
late hon. gentleman we recognise his courage and de-
termination in blazing the track, and that his
splendid work as a pioneer has been a fine example
and great inducement to the settlement of the
land in Western Australia. We feel that his great
work as a pioneer, as an explorer and as a states-
man, is so interwoven with the progress of this
State that it will live long in the memory of the
people.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W. J.
George-Murray-Wellington) [4-521: As a rule
I do not intrude myself upon the House in matters
of this sort, but, with the exception of the Premier,
I am the only member of this Chamber who sat
under the late Lord Forrest. I therefore would
not like this occasion to pass without saying a few
words. I diffeared from the lawe hon. gentle-
man at times as I differ from many people,
but I say unhesitatingly that during the whole
Of my time in Western Australia, covering a
period of 30 years, Jack Forrest. as we
knew him then, and later Sir John Forrest,
and in his last days Lord Forrest, -always
appealed to me asbeing a man to whom his country
ever came first and when he entered the larger
spheres of political life he became a worthy son
of the British Empire. I hope that Lady Forrest,
and the relatives of the family, will accept this
expression of opinion from the members of this
House ass coming from our hearts, and as indicative
of a sincere feeling of sorrow at the lo of so noble-
a son of the Empire, and of our sympathy for those
who have been left behind.

Question put and passed, members standing.

Thu PREMIER (Hon. Hf. B. Lefroy-Moore)
[4-541: Out of respect for thememory of the man
to whom we have just been offering our tribute,
I move-

That the House do now adjourn.
Question passed.

House adjourned at 4-56 p.m.

xegislative Counci,
Thiursday,, 5th September, 1918.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pim., and read prayers.

QUESTION-FRUIT CANNING INDUSTRY.
Hion, A. SANDERSON (without notice)

asked the Honorary Ml'inister: 1, 18 he pre-
pared to make a statement to the House, which
hie is reported to hlove ref used to make in
to-day's issue of the ''West Australian,'' with
regard to the action of the Government in
appointing a receiver to take charge of the
A.F.L. Company's business? 2, Will he under-
take to postpone any final action until Parlia-
ment has had an opportunity of dealing with
the whole situation?9

Hen. C. F. BAXTER (Honorary Minister):
TI am not prepared to make a statement to-
day.

The PRESIDENT: It is not allowable to
make a statement to-(lay.

[For ''Questions on Notice'' and ''Papers
Presented'' see ''Minutes of Proceedings.'']

ADDRESS-IN-RE.PLY,
- Fifth Day-Conclusion.

Debate resumed from the 3rd September.
Hon. Hf. , M[LLINGTON (North-East)

[4.35:] In addressing myself to the question
before the I-louse I doa so with a certain amount
of diffidence, on account of the advice or sug-
gestion that we should either not speak to the
Address-in-reply or that we should at least do
so briefly. The Speech which has been pre-
sented appears to be a report of what the
Government have done, and if we ac'ept it
without ammy remark I want to know how we
are to justify ourselves when we are asked
what we dlid in connection with the mattert
We have been sent here to state our views on
the political situation. If we are not satis-
fied wvith the way in which the affairs of the
country are carried on it is our duty to say
so. 'rhere mayv be complaints afterwards about
the manner in which the Government per-
formed their duties, and we may be asked why
w-e misemi no protest. T support the motion
that the address of thanks be presented to His
Excellency for reading the S-eech. T am in
accord with the motion that lie be thanked
for performing one of his dunties. It is not
always that I find myself in accord vrith the
actions of State flovernors. For instance,
recently in 'New South Wales the Governor of
that State took it upon himself to go right
outside wThat were his functions. Heo suggested
tOct the eight-hours system should be iimapped
.and that the worker in Australia should adopt
a ten-hours a day system. Advice of this de-
seriptia.., comning from a represenitative of the
imperial Governmnent. is in execrable taste. As
a matter of fact, if State Governors don inter-
fere in miatters of this description it will lead
to a revision of the whole position. snl- the
people will begin to reallise tha~t perhaps the
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question of the appoiutment of State Gover-
nors is one which will have to be dealt with.
The Speech, J notice, in thre first plate deals
with finance. The moment one mentions
finance in Western Australia that termi is
droppedl and tile word ''deficit" is used. That
is what the Speech has dome. Details of the
revenue and expenditure are given, and the
fact is mentioned that the year closed with a
deficit. The Government which went into office
with the object of rectifying this state of
affairs were expected to dleal with the question
in a determined manner, But this is what
tlsey have to say about it in the Speech-

The Government have given careful con-
sideration to the question of economy in
administration, and arrangements for the
necessary adjustments arc approaching com-
pletion.

1irrangements have been approaching comiple-
tion for a couple of years. This also is anl
indication of the determined manner in which
they are going to tackle the position-

At the Premiers' conference the Premier
of 'New South Wales and thle Treasurer of
Queensland were appointed to frame a pro-
posal for the amalgamation of the Federal
and State taxation offices.

But this is the paragraph that shows the real
position-

Thle intentions of the Government, arising
out of the serious financial position of the
commonwealth and the States, due to war
expenditnre, will, together with the Esti-
mates for the current financial year, be laid
before you at the earliest opportunity.

The Government also state that they haive given
instructions to the various departmental officers
that the Estimates are not to exceed those of
thle previous year, at any rate during tine cur-
rency of the war. That means that instead of
there being any curtailment in expenditure
they have practically issuied invitations to
the heads of departments to frame their Esti-
inates. on those of thle previous Year. T nam
just stating this to show that the Govern-
meat recognise that as far as economy is con-
cernied they have practically exhausted that
mnethod of adjusting the finances. Person-
ally I have come to the conclusion that it is
practically impossible to adjust the finances
merely by practising economy, For instance,
let us take the main departments. .1I under-
stand that thle estimated loss onl the rail-
ways is £400,000. So far as education is con-
cerned, suggestions have come from various
sources for thle curtailment of expenditure.
1 do not think the Colonial Secretary, who is
in charge of the department, believes that
that is possible. As a matter of feet, he con-
siders that the Estimates are more likely to
be exceeded during the coming year. 1
think it is dule to those who say that the edui-
cation vote can be materially reduced to
show how and where economies can be made.
State schools are built throughout the State
and a great proportion of them are in country
districts, -Myany of them are not elaborate
schools, while the dimensions of some are
those of a -fair-sized hut, So far as can be
seen the expenditure in connection with them
has been cut right down. to the bone.' Some
hion. members have suggested that it would

be possible to curtail thle expeuditure
the extent of £100,000 or even £15o,0Jl)
tine nietropolitait area. I arn nrot prepar
to state whether that is possible, but the f:
remains that those who advocate the redi
tion of expenditure on education carefu
refrain from showing where the economl
which they talk about canl be effected, a
at the sainw time efliciently maintain thle
partmnent. There are certain i ustitutie
which, if we do close thein down, do trot i
volve any saving of expenditure, I' undi
stand that the University is one of tho
fIn certain respects I agree with the ramar
made by Sir Edward Wittenoorn in comm
tion with edvcation. I do believe that thre
shonldl be more vocational training in o
educational system, and that children shot
he fitted for their vocations in life. Th
is being done more to-day, and I believe
n reform which will take place in future.
also understand it will take place under t
present Adminiistration. We quite agr
with that. Other spending departments
elude the. Charities Department. Th e
crease in this department is owing to circu
stances which have arisen through thre wf
and instead of the expenditure beingd
creased it will be increased. I do not knc
whether any of the advocates for econon
are prepared to tackle the question of h(c
pitals, and to reduc6 the expenditure ups
these institutions. The sanatorium is a ac
expenditure. It is an institution wii
came into being since we used to pay *I
way in this State, and when the revenue at
expenditure met. I do not think anyone su
geris that this. itemn can be cut down or vei
considerably reduced. The same may 1
said in regnrd to thme hospital for the insan
That is an item which is onl the increas
us% the Colonial Secretary has stated, at:
because of the war. I do not know that an
one who has the interests of the State
heart wvill be prepared to advocate that ti
_fimiuig Estimates should be reduced. As
matter of fact, I think it will be in the i
terests of the State, and of economiy, if ti
mining expenditure is increased rathi
than decreased. We appear to be committ(
to an enormous expenditure upon agrieu
tare. T do not think there is much ehan(
of the present Government cutting down t1
Estimates nder that head. As for municipi
and road board grants, they have alread
been cut out, but still the deficit goes 0)
With regard to the public service, this is
matter at which most Governments shy, anl
those who do attempt, even in a smiall macs
sure, to interfere with the public service
any particular officer in it, come in for a goo
deal1 of criticismn at the hands of the friend
of thre department or officer concerned, I d
not think the present Government are gain
to tackle tine question of amending thre Clvi
Sci-viee Act. During the term of the Labon
Government it was found that thle civil set
vice were pretty wvell entrenched behind th
present Act, in such a way that the 0-overi
mnent had very little control over the depart
mnental oficers. It was thle policy of thr
Labour Government- in connlection witl

I
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State enterprises to do certain work by the
day labour system tinder departmental con-
troal. Later, thle officers of the Works Do-
partient were encouraged, 1 do0 not know by
whom, to Publish the view that it was impos-
sile for the Public Works Department to
compete with private enterprise. One would
think that they were dealing with some pro-
blemn requiring a good deal of sientifie
training. Take, for instance, the sewerage
connections. It, was given out that the

vorks Department could not make these con-
nections as cheaply as private enterprise
could do. The then Honorary Minister (Mr.
Connolly) Pointed out that tinder private
Contracts Connections hadl b)e made ec.ostin g
only £26-he had an estimate, a particularly
fancy one I sup pose-whereas under the daly

lorsystem the work was Costing nearlyE40. Since the Government have decided to
carry out this work by Means of public ten-.
der, I think on inquiry it will be found that
practically the lowest estimate raow is £640.
They have, therefore, got back to the old
style. This is the remarkable part of it. Saythat One lets a contract. There is nothing
scientific or elaborate about these connlec.
tions. The foreman conmes into the yard, aman not Possessing any scientific knowledge,
but just an ordinary. tradesma wh isqI
capable of doing the job. The heads of thle
Public Works Department admit that and
are encouraged to admit it. As far as they
are concerned, they are not supposed to un-
derstand work of that nature. They wereencouraged, therefore, to get someone else
to do the Job. if officers of the Public
Works Department admit publicly that the
other fellow can do the work better than
they themselves can do0 it, it is about time
that there was a change in the system, and
that we got Men into the departments' who
Could compete with the ordinary outside
tradesman. I can understand that expertknowledge is required in connection with
freezing works and the higher branches of
engineering, but when p~ople engaged in
ordinary everyday -work say that the Gov-
enent cannot do this, we eventually get

to the stage when thle Government ar-1eunable
to doa it. TPhis accouints for the inefficiency
of many of our departments. Departments;
are encouraged to say that outside firms can
do work more efficiently and cheaper and
better than the Department itself can.
Whilst we take that view in this State there
is no doubt that outside contractors will be
able to do the work milch better. If the
civil service probleni were really tackled,
and men were given to understand, that they
would only hold their jobs by virtue of their
being able to carry themi out, then we should
get very much better results. I do not ad-
vocate retrenchment so far as wages and
salaries are concerned. We know well that
if we want a man to carry out his job and
Thake it worth while to do so, we must pay
him well. As far as efficiency goes our pub-'lic departments should he on thle footing
that if the officers are to retain their jobs
they can only do so because they are cap-
able of filling them. I ,do not think the pre-

seat Government have any intention of
seriously amending the Civil Service Act. If
solmone does not tackle the problem it will
become such a difficult one that before long
the civil service will eventually be running
the Government, instead of the service being
there to assist the Government. I cannot see
where, under existing conditions, economy to
any great extent is going to be effected
either in connection with the spending de-
partments or in other departments. I say to
those concerned that we will have to adopt
the methods of private enterprise, that is to
say, adopt business methods. I would point
out the difference between private enter-
prise and State enterprises. One cannot
satisfy one's landlord b 'y merely writing a
note and getting someone to support it, ask-
ing that one's rent should be deferred for
the currency of the year. This is so in eda-.
unction with the State. FurtherI do not
know of any private firm that is prepared to
cart goods at 75 per cent, less than cost.
This is being done on the railways. Cer-
tainly it is not business, but it is being done.
We are giving services to certain people for
which we do not get full value in return. I
do not know that private enterprise will
lend money at a low rate of interest on very
doubtful security, but the Government are
doing this and have been doing so for some
Considerable time past. It is not so much the
low i-ate of interest that is the difficulty, as
the very doubtful nature of the security,
and this wvill get the Government and the
State into trouble. I do not think private
enterprise will provide free hospital scoe-
miodlntion for the sick, or give sustenance to
the needy. So one Could go on. I have
voiced the opinion before, that the people of
the State are getting more in the shape of
public service than they are paying f or.
Those who advocate economy have had a
pretty fair opportunity of putting economies
into practice, but the position is practically
as it wvns before. Anyone, of course, is en-
titled to something for nothing if they can-
not afford to pay for it.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Yes, if they cannot
afford to pay.

lion. H. MILLINGTON: What goes on in
our publie service is nothing more nor less than
daylight robbery, if we go on year in and year
out giving the people miore services than we
ask then, to pay for. I have advocated a
higher cost on public services right through
the piece. It is because we have not acted on
the prinip~lle of insisting that people should
pay for what they get froni the State that we
have reached our present trouble. The Labour
Government, wtith all their sins, realised that
this position would come about. The present Gov-
ernment realised it when their members were
in onposition. When we pointed out that it-
was imperative that we should have additional
revenue in order to continue the present ser-
vices, the Colonial Secretary, who was then a
Private member, on more than one occasion
raid that this was all moonshine, that all that
was required "-as business methods and due
regard for econmny. When the Labour Gov-
erinument introduced a measure of taxation he
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said that he would refuse to give one penny
piece to a Government to squander in wore
wasteful enterprises. At that time we were
going behind and to-day, in addition to not
paying for what we are receiving, we have also
to pay interest on the old deficit, and so the
position becomes increasingly bad as we go
along. The longer this goes on the worse does
the position become. Until the Government
are prepared to -face it, instead of fillinig up
the people by saying that it can he done by
methods of economy and administration, so
long will thils position continue, The Govern-
ment have had a pretty fair chance already.
There was no hope of our foretelling this posi-
tion,. nor was there any hope of persuading
the Government that it was going to happen,
but it actually has happened. No Government
are facing the position honestly and fearlessly
if they do not say that the people of the State
will have to pay for the services given by the
State. In the one ease of the railway service,
that service was losing money, and yet when
by an intrigue the Liberals and the Country
party combined, part of the agreement evi-
dently wvas a decrease in super freights. So
we find that instead of the Government being
able to save money by methods of economy,
this is time most expensive Goveranment Westerin
Australia has ever had. Sir Edward Wit-
tenooni mentioned that he favoured party Gov-
ernment, and so do I under present conditions.
But with three piarties in a. loose combination,
ech of them keeping the Government up to
the collar, there is not inu-h chlamce of fractis-
ig economy. Thle present Governient limiiit
have -found it a pretty expensive matter to
keep their allies supplied with munitions. The
Country party are not behind in their demands,
and so it is with the other purchased supporters
of the Government. The Government have too
niany obligations to meet to be economical.
Certainly the practise of economy has failed to
solve the problem and will continue to fail.
The only possible solution is either that the
population of the State should be very consid-
erably increased-and that sort of thing does
not happen in a day-or we must have addi-
tional rcvenue to carry en the affairs of the
State.

Hon. W. Kinigsmill: What about cutting
down the affairs a bitt

Hon. H. MILLINGTON. I went through
the various departments and I am looking for
suggestions as to where the money can be
saved. The railway system represents a sub-
ject welt worth the attention of the Govern-
mnent-a system losing £400,000 per annumn,
while the Government yet think it necessary to
carry certain goods at about 75 per cent, be-
low cost. No matter how unpopular it may be
to deal with that question, the question ought
to be- dealt with. As regards all the other
services, I fail to see how expenses can be eon-
siderably reduced. The only solution of the
financial difficulty is to ask the people of this
State by means of an Ant of Parliament, which
seems to be more effective than a collection
plate, to pay for what they are getting. The
people' cannot get something for nothing fromn
business men and they have to be made to
realise that they cannot get something f or

nothing from the State. Some representative
business men in this House have given advice
as to how they have reorganised their husk-
nesses for war time and they have said that
they are pleased to report that despite war
conditions those businesses are paying. But
how? With all the increases in the Govern-
inent services the Government have not asked
the people to adjust the finances. Let me give
an instance of how the business man does this.
The "'Sydney Morning Herald'' advertise-
merits which just prior to thle wvar cost 20S. per
inch are now charged to the Commonwealth
Government at 25s. per inch-that is for ad-
vertising the war Joan. It is in this way pri-
vate enterprise finances itself instead of scrap-
ing along with deficits year after year. The
Government should use what influence they
have to prevent the people of this State from
Leing exploited by the shrewd business section
of the conmnunity. People will say that they
cannot possibly afford to pay more taxation,
hut every day they are paying Increased taxa-
tion to someone, the unfortunate part of it
being that the paymnent is not made to the
Government. As a consequence, I presume the
people, if faced with a proposal which would
have the effect of securing additional revenue,
would] immediately complain. Yet ont back the
people have been. paying hundreds per cent.
miore for private enterprise services, but they
do not pay anything additional to the Govern-
mnent despite the increased expenditure of this
State. Various suggestions were made by
lhon. nienbers for the solution Of OUr financial
problem. Mr. Nicholson suggested that free
railway passcs ad other concessions to
members should be cut out. I think the Col-
onial Secretary has already pointed out that the
sacrifice wouldl not be a vcry serious one to
Mr. Nicholson, 1liu represients a metropolitan
dlistrict. Seone niembers, in fact, do not re.
q uire railway passes in order to view their
&eetorates, which they call survey from thE
top of Mount Eliza. Those menibers appar.
ently do not realise the responsibilities of
other muembers with their electorates at a con.
siderable distance from the -ra'ital. Be that
as it inay, all suiggestions whih hare been
nide aire merely of a t-'openny-hialfpeniny
checese-paring order. And( these lion. members
who make them know perfectly well that thelv
could nut tr, any material extent adjust the
finances. Those lion. ineinhers have dodged th(
real solution of thle difficulty-that we have t(
ask' the people of thle State to pay. So long

athe Government are careful T am prepared]
tsupport measures for the raising of addi

tional revenne to carry onl thme affairs of thii
State. Sir Edward Wittenoom, who believes
ini party systemn, also has an idea that in a on(
man Government we night find a, remedy. A
one nman Go-rernument, of course, has been tried
it is quite the usual thing for the one man t(
imagine that he is it, that he is the Govern
nient.- The difficulty, as 1. read history, is t(
keep) the olsc mlan from assuming Control of
any country. If he happens to be of the Car
lyle stana of benevolent despot, well and good
hut when he happens to be of the Kaism
stomip. thle autocrat becomes a very dangerous
pro-osition. So that Sir "Edward Wittenooi 
proposal, 1'hi'o it may have advantages fromr
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his point of view, has' Very considerable dis-
advantages as proved by experience. Sir Ed-
ward Wittenoomi aiso suggested-I do not know
-whether hie, made the suggestion with anl eye
to sorie of the juvenile miembers of this hain-
hber-that experience is necessary and that we
should have more regard for those who have

tbeen through the mill and thus gained experi-
ence. I think also that the systeut of Govern-
ment by experience has been tried. In the
old country at one time they had a system
.of Government by representative old men-
the Druids, and we all know what a rem1ark-
ably progressive country Great Britain was
under the rule of tine Druids. So that even
the Government by experience might not prove
the solution of our difficulties. In point of
fact, if we cannot find the benevolent despot
with all the necessary qualifications we shall
have to get along with the men we have. In-
stead of making all sorts of suggestions as to
what should take place in certain circumstances
nd under imiagined conditions, perhaps we
had better get right down to the position and
make up our minds that although we have not
such qualifications as have been referred to,
still it is our business, and we are able, at least
to bettor the conditions of this State. Let
us recognise that it is our duty to hetter themn.
I have pleasure in supporting the motion, and if
the Government are prepared to tackle the
financial question, I ai i open to conviction. I
have tried to show that there is very little
scope for economy and that tine present con-
dition of affairs in Western Australia is due
to our scarcity of population and] to the fact
that a very large -proportion of our producers
are absent front this State. Moreover, West-
ern Australia is the mlost difficult of all the
States to develop on account of its enormous
area and its -sparse Iropulation. Therefore, I
say we who remain here have to face the posi-
tiea and do the fair thing by the country by
paying our way until times improve and we
are able to adjust those liabilities which we
refused -to face when we ought to have faced
them. We have got ourselves into our present
difficulty and we can get out of it only by
asking the people of the State to pay for the
services they receive front the Government just
as they have to pay, not omnly the value of the
services rendered by private enterprise, but
considerably more thtan the value. Whilst to
private enterprise the people are prepared to
pay more than value received and do so pkay
every day and witm not too mnueh complaining
either, yet from time State they wrant more
than they pay for. Until we cease hood-wink-
ing the people by tolling them that if so and
so were in power and econonty practised the
whole difficulty would be got over, the position
cannot improve. If thme position were put
fairly and squarely to the people by the Gov-
ernment, I1 believe the people would rise to
the situation. The finances renresent the most
important work of the Government and up to
dlate they have ahirked that work. As regards
pettifogging economies Y fail to see that they
will in any material degree affect the real
position. Until the people are told this in
plain language and until the affairs of the
State are placed fairly and squarely before
them, they will not be in a position to judge.

Rion. X1. EWING (South-West) (-5.151]: It
is not my intention to detain the House at
great iength this evening but at a critical time
like this in the history of Western Australia
it is not, as suggested by Mr. Nicholson, that
we should curtail our speeches, but we might
reumlense themn aid at the same time we should
as munch as possible, help in making sugges-
tiomis for the development of this country and
not be of too critical a turn of mind. I may
at times be critical hut such is not tiy inten-
tien to-night. Mly desire is to offer the Gov-
erm~ment advice and if it is of ally value, it
niay perhaps help themn in the important work
which they have in hand. The reference to
the war in the Add ress-in -reply is one which
appeals to -all of us. What pleased me was
that time people of Western Australia had sent
a message of gratitude anid I am sure we are
deeply grateful to our soldiers and sailors
and( those who arc fighting to sustain us ifi
this time of trouble. There is also a note of
confidence which to-day is more justified
titan it was at the moment the Ad-
dress was delivered by His Excellency the
Governor. It is n matter of congratulation
that the position is better now than it was
then. Western Australia has sent a large

.numnber of men to the war-about 35,000 men.
There ara Ianly Who have net gone Who Might
well have gone, hut I do not wish to say more
nbott that. But as far as we who remain in
Western Australia are concerned we should
help all we can. As far as repatriation is eon-
cerned, that is being discussedl in another place,
but T do nut offer any apologies for making
sonic remarks ont that question. It is a ques-
tion of paramneunt importance and should en-
gage our attention tinore than anything else.
The repati-intiont Of our soldiers has been
taken in hand by the Federal Government to a
large extent and it is the intention of the
Federal Government to settle in their ordinary
avocatioins in life those men who desire it. But
that policy, to my mind, may lead to unem-
ploymnent and the building uip of at nation
of town dwellers. Greater efforts should be
made in the direction of land settlemenat.
That places a great obligation on the people
of Western Australia. I have had reason to
criticise the Government on occasions, and I
am justified in doing so from time to time, in
regard to the attitude they have taken up as
to time settlement of returned soldiers
on the land. I do not say it is
this particnlar Government whtich de-
serves criticismn only, because there were
other Governments priot to this one who did
not do all that they might have done in that
direction. The present Government have only
beet] i power 12 muonths and during much of
that time they have been interrupted. At the
saine tinme I do not think thmey have dnei all
that might have been done as to the settlement
of soldiers on the latd. I say, as a represen-
tative Of the great South-West of this S3tate,
the portion onl which the greater amount of
closer settlemenit wilt take place, that we can-
not expect to settle returned soldiers on virgin
land. At Nornalup, and on the land in that
district, the timber is very heavy and it is not
proper to make pioneers of returned soldiers.
At the same time this land will have to be
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settled. Although public men have been criti-
cised because they desire to devote that terri-
tory to the settlement of returned men, it
must be realised that in years to come, when
the war is over, and money is plentiful, there
will be great work for the Government to
take in hand in that portion of the State and
make it a territory such as they have in Vic-
toria at the present-a- second. 0ippaland. I
want members to realise this position, that
the Royal Commission on Agriculture has
made a report, and it seenms to mne these Royal
Comnnissions cost a great deal of money, and
when the reports are placed before this anvd
-tnl her place not the slightest notice is taken
of them. T wvonder. do the Government realise
the conclusions arrived at by the Commission
as to the territory available for the settlement
of ordinary people and returned soldiers. It
has been the policy of the Government to say
that they will not repurchase further land.
That was their policy until four or five months
ago, but the Premier, speaking the other night,
stated that the Government had decided that
repurchase was necessary. We are told by the
Royal Commission that in the wheat areas there
are only some three million acres of land left
in the hands of the Crown. In the South-West
there are 500,000 acres left, thus making alto-
gether ti.50,000 acres of Crown land available.
In addition to the 500,000 acres in the
South-West there are three million acres
of timber land, karri country, which is
magnificent land but heavily timbered. It
is the policy of the Forestry Department,
and this has curtailed settlement, not to
allow any land which has marketable timber
on it to be taken upl' . There is a. difference of
opinion between the Forestry and the Landis
Departments wh~ieh has retairded acitleinenr,.
The Forestry Department will not part with
any hanl onl which good timber exists. That
cuts down the good land which is available for
settlement. The position being serious, we have
the right to consider wh~at. the Governmnent
policy is. I ala glad to know that in the
Address the Governor states that it is the
intentimn of the Government to repur-
chase laind partially improved for returned
soldiers. TIhat is a good p~olicy. From
the replies given to members by the leader of the
House this afternoon it appears that vast areas
of land have been offered to the G overn ment for
repatriation purposes, That makes it imapor-
tant that the work should he gone on with at
once and that there should be no delay. There
has been very serious delay indeed in the past.
The Premier and the Honorary 'Minister (Mr.
'Willnuitt) in Buabuiry and also in the 'House
the other night both adopted a policy of ''wait
and s-c.'' They are not inclined to prepare
land randy for settlement. They wish to wait
until the men come foirward and then pirepare
the laind for them. Sir Edward Wittenoom in
great earnestness takes the same view. Every
time any hen, member has spoken on
this nuestion Sir -Edward Wittenoon, has
interjeted, ''Whecre are the men who
wart to go on the land?"' That is the
attit-de which is taken up1 not only by
Sir Edward Wittenoom buit hv--ther memn-
hers lwre and the Premier aind the Honorary
IMinister for Lands. But that is not the posi-

tion to take up. If we want to attract people
to the land we must spend money in improving
the land and( in making it available under the
best conditions. But that is not being done.
Time Premier speaking the other night stated
that 750 inquiries had been made for land by
returned soldiers, If the land had been avail-
able when these inquiries were made, we would
have had 750 mere settlers in Western Aus-
tralia to-day. _I want to ernphasise that point
and to point out the negligence which has
taken place in the past with regard to getting.
farms ready for- returned meon. An instance
camie under mny notice even to-day. Four or
five mien have been tryinig to get land for some
considerable time andl now they hmave gone to
tile Eastern States. They cnmmunicated with
the -Minister for Lands in 'New Southi Wales
and thmey have been told that immediately they
sot foot in New South Wales land will be avail-
able for them anid they will be settled there.
1I want to know if these 750 would-be settlers
l-ave gone away. We are told authoritatively
th~at 156 muen have been nettled on thle land
here. These are returned solmliers. But I have
been given to understand that half of these
mn had land rirevion sly. Therefore, we can
only say that we have obtained 70 or 80 new
settlers. I hove the leadler of thle House will
be able to contradict that statement when hie
speaks. Given the credit for 256 new settlers,
it is not a very great number at all when we
consider what has been dlone in Sou1th Aus-
tralia during time last year. I have before me
now an extract front the South Australian
annual report for the year ended 30th June,
1918, andi the summary- is this: Akpplicationls
dealt with by committee, 709; approved, 0R1;
not approved, 28; approved but lapsed or with-
drawn, B.; on training farm, 112. And that is
the system, I desire to point out, we should
adopt here. One hundred andr twelve DIMn does
not seem a great number, but would we not
have been in a better position if we had taken.
the 750 mnen and pnaed them on the 'Bruns-
wick State farmn and educated them in land
settlemlent? Wlhen they had learned their work
they could th~en have gone on thle land of the
country. *But we have not done this and T
mentio n this as showing what is dlone in South
Australia, whichl is in simnilar circumustances to
ourselves. The report goes onl to say: ''Lef't
the training farmil withou.. t being allotted blocks,
8S2; approved for allotment .of blocks, 4t2;
blocks allotted, 227; blocks surrendlered or
cancelled, I .'' This shows that something is
being done in the smnall State of South Aus-
tralia. Tt is small compared with Victoria,
Queenslnd. and _New South Wales. I canl give
thle House figulres of the large amount of work
dlone in the FEastern States in regard to the
settlement of soldiers enl thle land bait T do not
wvish to delay the House. It "as been sug9-
gested to n'ec to-day to give. a word of cauitionl
to the Government. T emphlasise the necessity
of someone having control of the qiuestionL here.
In reply to questions asked in this House to-
day, we were told that an enormous territory
had beena offered to the Governmen1t. People
seem dlesirous of asking the Government to
purchase land to settle soldiers on, but the Gov-
emninent must be very careful. I am sure a
great deal of care is required, and I am pre-
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pared fo condemn the Government heartily
wherever they take land which is not
first class. It must be first class. If
it is not so there will be no success
in the settlement of the soldiers in this
country. I will give an instance of what has
been done in Canada. I know that country
is not altogether similar to Western Aus-
tralia. There are considerable institutions
there for training people before they go
on the ln-nd. There is a tendency for

nm of various avocations in life to go
on the land but this should not be so.
Here is an extract from the ''Empire Re-

Repatriation of soldiers. What Canada
is doing. The vocational training centres
of the Military Hospitals Commission are
turning out a new type of homesteader,
who may be expected to advance the de-
velopment of the Western Provinces of
Canada fully 50 years in the next decade.

What are we doing in Western Australia?
Are we losing our opportunities, or are we
not? The report continues-

'Returned soldiers who, because of their
inability to follow their pre-war trades,
are taking up farming as a vocation, are
entering the agricultural business with an
enthusiasm and thoroughness that insures
not only their own success, bnt that of
Canada. Scientific training is robbing pio-
neering of its picturesqueness, but with the
passing of the mank with the hoe comes the
man with the motor and a new impetus for
agriculture.

I will not read any more. It all shows; that
men who have not previously had any ex-
periee in land have returned to Canada in
large numbers, and it is said to be a pleasing
sight to see the large number of men in the
training schools receiving education in field
work. Perhaps we here are not able to till
the land in the way they do in Canada, but
we aight take the inen who are walking the
streets of Perth to-day and show them the
attractive possibilities of going on the land.'
to see Whether or not they care for the life,
just as in Canada. It would be a great help.
not only to the returned soldiers, but also to
'Western Australia. What is going to hap-
pen? Repatriation, as carried on by the
federal 6-overumnent, is for settling soldiers
ia the ordinary avocations of li-fe. In every
commercial house in Perth to-day the women
are doing practically all the -work. What is
going to happen when the men come back?
Arec they going to displace the women? Are
the women willing to be displaced? If they
are not, what will happenl Let us offer at-
tractions to the men to try the land and be-
conme successful settlers and producers. One
thing I wish to eniphasise-if it had not
been for this I should not have spoken this
afternoon: Last session I moved a motion
which was unaninmusly supported by nmnm-
bers, and generously referred to by the
leader of the House. It was to abolish the
duall control. Now we are told there is a
Bill coming forward. Exception may be
taken to my anticipating that Bill. I do not
know what it contains, hut I do know that

it will be a very considerable time before
that Bill becomes law, and if we are to go
onl as we are doing until that Bill passes and
receives the approval of the Governor very
great harm will be done to this phase of
land settlement in 'Western Australia. I1
moeved to get rid of duaml Dntrol. Yet to-day
duial control is in existence to a more marked
degree thani ever. Probably the leader of the
House will take exception to what I have to
say. Tile Premier, after the resolution was
passed in this House and after certain in.
terviews had appeared in the Press, at last
made a move. What did he do? He took an
officer from the Agricultural Department and
displaced aat officer who had beea put there
by Mr. Willinott, the Honorary Minister-
I refer to Mr. Camm. There is no need to
draw any conmparison. between the two mn.
Mr. Gamin was taken from the district sur-
veyorship of Bridgetown, as being the best
muan in the public service to come here and
superintend the settlement of returned sol-
diers on the land. But when Mr. Camm ar-
rived he found hie had no opportunity of
doing anything of val, becauise of the dual
control. The result of the resolution passed
by this House was that Mr. MeLarty was called
in and] put in Mr. Camin'Is place. He has no
nmore power than had Mr. Cami. It was simply
a matter of Mr, Canum being displaced by
Mr. MeLarty. Without making any ref er-
ee to their respective capacities, for both

arc good men, I say the result of thle shuffle
was of no value at all to the people of the
State nor to the returned soldiers. That is
the clear position to-day. I am not going to
take exception to it in wild words, I am en-
deavouriug to speak quietly, but I had occa-
sion last week to take to Mr. McLarty a con-
stituent who wished to dispose of some land.
T found that another dep~artment had asked
thia mnan to comle to town in order to put
this business through, and from pillar to post
hie was; sent, no one accepting any responsi-
bpility.

The Colonial Secretary: Was this man
wanting land?

Ioil. .1. EWING: No, bie wanted to sell
laud, That does not alter the position. That
businesgs could not be attended to by Mr.
Metarty, because it had been partially at-
tenided to by somebody else, and again by
somebody else. What I want the Govern-
nment to do is to end this dual control, once
for nil, because while it remains there can
be no success fur the settlement of our
soldiers. The personnel of the board
does not conceern me, except that I
want to see good men there. Let
us have a board and let us have one Minister
for repatriation. Surely the subject is of
sufficient importance to occupy the full time of

-any man. We have nine Mimcsters, aind on-
questionably one of them should take up this
subject exclusively and work oat a scheme in
the interests of the returned soldiers. I am
satisfied that whoever does undertake the wvork
will have a very difficult anti important tmsk,
one which very few men would care to under-
take. If the Government take up this pro-
position and embody it in the Bill the measure
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will have my cordial support. If the man to
be given full control of repatriation is a mha,,
of common sense, he will make a success of
it, and weshall have an end to the worry and
annoyance existing to-day. In this suggestion
I am merely endeavouring to assist the Gov-
ernment.

Hon. W. Kingsraill: We could have another
Hlonorary Minister.

Hon. J. EWING: They require a board of
three men, with a Minister in charge. Let the
board have absolute control and we shall get
something of value. Unless this is done there
will be a continuation of the chaotic conditions
of the present. On the question of finance, I
know that the position of the State is very
serious indeed, and thy sympathy is witl, the
Treasurer, because he has a very rough row to
hoe. I think our criticism as far as possible
should he of a constructive nature, so, that we
might possihly offer the Treasurer some sug-
gestions which would be of valve to him in
squaring the finances. If we consider the popu-
lation of Western Australia and the net in-
debtediness of 37 millions, amounting to
£E118 per head of the people, it will be seen
that the position is serious indeed, especially
when we go further and contemplate the defi-
cit steadily piling uip. I analysed the position
for August. I wanted to see whether those
economies were being exercised in the depart-
ments which we had been led to expect. To
my regret I found that it was not so. The
only two departments showing a saving are
those of the Premier and of the Minister for
Mines-that is in respect of expenditure. The
revenue for August was £7,000 more tihan
that for Augtist of last year. In August
of last year £1,000 odd was paid into Consoli-
dasted Revenue front the Fremantle Harhour
Trust. But there is no similar entry in the
revenue of last month. It shows that not only
was the revenue for last month £7,000 more
than in August of the preceding year, but hadI
we been f ortunate enough to get a repetition of
that £7,000 fromt the Fremantle Barbour Trust
there would have been an increase of £14,000
in the revenue for that nonth. I found also
that there was an increased expenditure of
£14,553. Those increases are in the Colonial
Secretary's Department and in the Department
of the Minister for Works, where indeed there
is anl enormous increase, but also a correspond-
ing decrease in the business concerns, which
perhaps will serve to counterbalance the in-
creases. In all there was an increase of £ 16,000
in the expenditure for August of this year, as
against August of last year. We find that in
the business concerns there is a decrease of
£7,232. There is always the excuse that it is
increased interest and sinking fund. But if
we take the special Acts we find tiere is an
increase of £,7,000 for thle month over and
above the corresponding month of last year.
It is largely accounted for by special Acts and
increased interest. So we were in a worse posi-
tion by £8,000 or £10,000 this August than we
were in August of last year. I am not speak-
ing in any carping spirit, but with a desire to
find out the true position. In fairness to the
Minister for Works I should state that he has
shown very considerable saving in the Water

Supply Department, which has been reduced by
some £.7,000. Also in the Mines Department
there is a considerable saving, but I am always
doubtful of the value of such a saving in view
of what we hear from Mr. ]Kirwan and Mr.
Millington. It may be that such a saving will
hive a detrimental effect on the development
of the fields. In the State batteries alone there
is a considerable reduction in expenditure.
It is not always wise to cut down such
things, because we may be retarding the
progress of the gold-mining industry, which
is a very important industry to Western
Australia. There have been many suggestions
with, regard to assisting the Government to
straighten the finances. Suggestions have been
madle by Mr. Allen as to efficiency. We hope
that the Government will see that efficiency
is brought about. I am not one of those who
think that much good will he done by curtail-
ing thle civil service. We (d0 not want to ex-
patece~ a black Friday here, but what we do
want is a good and efficient service. We hope
the tinmc is not distant when thle war will be
over and the country will again go ahead. Mr.
Miles suggested not only yesterday but on
previous occasions, that the Government
should resort to taxation. Of course it is easy
to inmpose taxation on the people, but it is not
always a pleasant policy to take in hand.
However, all these things have to be consid-
ered. Other speakers have referred to the
extravagant Railway Department, that great
spending department of Western Australia,
where we cannot sme what is going on. I defy
anyone to know what is going on in the Rail-
way Department, and to be able to judge as to
whether the rilways are being economically
managed] or not. We want to know whether
greater economies can be effected there. Per-
haps I would not have spoken on the subject
of the Railway Department but for the pro-
posal contained in the Governor's Speech re-
garding the appointment of three Commis-
sioners. I1 an, going to raise a protest against
anything being dlone in that direction until the
service is ransacked fromt one end to the other,
and until we know exactly how we stand. The
Government should conduct a thorough inquiry
into the Railway Department to see whether
we have a,, efficient railway service and
whether thle industries upon which we live and
which we desire to see progress hare had a
fair deal tit the hands of those who have been
managing the railway system for the past ten
years. The capital expenditure onl the railway
system of the State is 17 millions sterling and
thle interest bill is £625,000 annually. The
profits of the railways from 1907 to 1914
were considerable. Things tlhen were boom-
ing. The year 1911 was thle best the railways
ever hll. The profit then was £224,441,
at very satisfactory position indeed. But
what do we find at the present times Of
course I an, not going to say that the past
few years have not been, abnormal. I know
they have been, and] T have great consideration
for thre railway administration in connection
with thle diffiulties they have had to face.
But when we find that in 1915 the loss was
£25,000, 1in 1910 it increased to £48,000, in
1917 it increasedl to £214,000 and as Mr. MiR-
lingtoms has said, during the past year the loss
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has beemn over £400,000, the matter I think
certainly calls for investigation. I do not
profess to be able to solve this question. I
do not know what has happened between this
year and last year which has made the posi-
tion so much more serious. It may he that
the wheat is stacked at sidings and hias not
been removed, or there may be a hundred and
one things which have happened. There siust
be something wrong somiewhere, but we know
this, that there must be a curtailment of ex-
penditure in order to meet the difficult posi-
tion we are in to-day. The leader of the House
courteous as lie always is, has asked us to
mnake whatever suggestions we call to Assist
the Governument. It is my desire to defend
myself with i-egaird to certain action [ have
taken in the way of criticising the Railway
Department for some years past over the sub-
ject of thme Collie coal mining industry. I
candidly admit that if it had not been for
that criticism and the assisance I received
from members in this and Another plae, repre-
senting that part of thme State, the industry
would not ho in thme position we find it in to-
day. It is a difficult thing for any lion. mn.
her to get information in regard to the rail-
ways, but I want. to Point Out that at one
time, not very long9 ago, we were Able to get
sonic information. For many years past theme
has not been any investigation into the man-
agemnent of the railwvays, hot incidentally the
Royal Commission on the Collie coal industry
nmnde somne inquiries into thle locomiotive
branch of the railway service, and through
that Royal Commission we were able to get
some light thrown on to the management of
the railways. What did it disclose? It dis-
closed things which to my mind are Appalling,
and without quoting fron, the report, I can
tell hall. members that the Royal Commission
condemned the locomotive branch of the rail-
way service from A to ZI ofte,, wonder
whether lion. members take the trouble to
read these reports. The investigation of the
Royal Commission on Collie coal cost the State
between E2,000 and £3,000 or perhaps more,
but even if it cost £10,0600 and holl, members
took the trouhle to read and study the report,
the expenditure would be well Juistified. The
diffcmmltY is that bon. niembers do0 not take time
trouble to read these reports and consequently
Parliament never acts on the recommendations
which are made. In connection with the fnle]
Supplies of Western Australia-and I am not
sneaking specially with regard to Collie coal-
there has been no lavish expenditure in the
way ofpovdn facilities for handling the
fulel. I ma";dit, my business to go to Ral-
goorlie a week or two back in order to see
What facilities existed there in the direction
of preserving our local fuel. I found that
there were no conveniences at all. The coal
was tipped On to a gantry anid loaded
front that gantry inito somall skipls and
then, into anl engine. The authorities
should go to Collie to see what steps
are taken at the mines to handle the fulel.
It is only nccessary to have properly covered,
bills amnd thle difficulty is overcomne. I paid
a isit to West 'Perth and noticed the
way they handled coal there, and 1: an, sure it
is costing Is. or Is. 03d. for every tonl that is

loadled into the locomotives more than should
be the case. If we estimate the amount of
coal used annually at 250,000 tons, we arrive at
the estinmate that a sumn of £:20,000 a year
could be saved there by adopting proper
mnethods for handling. I would like lion. "lena-
hers to listen to what I have to say in this
direction, It is that if something cannot be
dtone to assist us with regard to the local fuel,
the wasteful expenditure to which I have re-
ferred must continue. Any manl with common
sense, if taken to WVest Perth to see for him-
self what is taking place, must realise that
w-hat is being done should not be Ircrnhitted to
continue. A hopper is used; it is lifted into
the air and crashed down onl to the coal, and
when it gets to the bottom one wvonders how
the coal escapes being smashed to powder. Is
that the right way to handle the local fuel,
to say nothing of the damage to rolling stock?
There is Another imnportant point which is the
subject of controversy, the use of the light and
thle hard coals. The solution of the difficulty
is contained in the Royal Comnmission 's report.
There is no reason why the coal, being light,
shouldI not be used. If the Giovernment will
take the trouble to read the report of the Coal-
mission and act upoen it, the difficulty can be
overcome. The Railway Department declare
that they want the hard coal. The report of
the Commission is the report of in who have
a thorough knowledge of the subject and they
were prepared to Attach their signatures to it.
The report states that a mixture of these, the
light and hard coal, under proper conditions,
will give A. better fuel than there is at Collie
to-day. A great deal of money has beeni s'ent
at Collie, bilt just because the Commissioner
for Railways iays hie wants hard coal he will
not listen to Anything in the shape of a sug-
gestion which will make for the solution of
his difficulty. The Governmnt do net desire
to assist one coal company more than another,
but it seems that their wish is to do what the
Commissioner wvants. The solution is here, but
it will not come about unless it is brought about
bjr direction of the Government. I urge the
Government to take the matter in hand and see
that the recommendations of the Commission
are given effect to. I want also to say
that the engine design in this State has
been absolutely neglected by the Railway Dle-
partniet. If this had received attention we
would have got over many difficulties. There
are one or two other matters to which I wish to
refer. I appreciate the work which is being
carried out by M.Ir. Robinson, the Minister for
Industries. In common with other members,
I condlemn entirely the carrying on of State
enterp~rises, and always have done so, and I
join with other ho,,. meumbers in the desire to
get rid of them at the first available oppor-
tnnity. -The Minister for Industries is not
endeovonrinp to establish new State enter-
rrises: lie is trying to illustrate to the people
of Western Australia that certain se~ondary
indrstries call be successfully carried on here.
If that is the position we will All help him
to achieve the object lie has in view. The
woollen industry is a very important one. i
had the pleasure of bringing tinder the notice
of the Minister for Induistries; a site A t
Collie whereon to establish this industry.
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They have a magnificent amount of water
there. It is in no sense of the word a
dry area. We have a magnificent pool
of water, as Mr. Kingsimill knows, and
apparently everything that is necessary to
make a success of this particular industry.

Ido not intend to speak any longer except to
say that I support the gold muining industry
and have the greatest sympathy indeed for it.
I have also the greatest tear of it at the present
time. t receutly went through Kalgoorlie and
Boulder, and other centres on the eastern gold-
fields, and what appealed to me mere than
anything else was the few mines that were
supporting so manny people. With regard to
returned soldiers and mining, and the assist-
ance rendered by the Mines flepartmient, I
do not think it is wvise to send men out into
the bush. I would rather let them have the
abandoned mines, and give them facilities for
pumping them ont, and( so ascertain if there
is not something better to be got out of known
centres than send themn into unknown centres.
I support the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in- reply.

Ren. H. CARSON (Central) [6.2]: 1 should
like to express nay regfat at the oiitset at not
being present at the opening of the sitting
this afternoon in. order to ask the question
standing in my name. I am not altogether to
blame for this, because although I was in the
precincts of the 'House I did not hear the bells
ringing. The reason why I call your attention
to this, Sir, is that it might he the cause of
serious inconvenience for the Governmient if the
bells were not ringing in certain parts of the
House at this present juncture.

Ron. W. Kiagsmill: This has happened be-
fore.

Ron. H. CARSON:- I ulay say that I was
ia the library, but did not hear the hells ring-
ing. I think it is a universal desire onl thle
part of members of this Chamber to help the
Government as far as we canl. I recognise,
for my part, that they have a very difficult
task *in front of thmem to adjust the finauces;
these are indeed in a parlous condition. The
present Government are ;lot altogether to
bilamec for the position in. which tile finances
are. U1 aia not one of those who say that they
are doing nll they can to inmprove matters.
There is much which hlas happened to bring
us into our present condition. We nil renmenm-
ber the debauch, as some people call it, of the
late Labour Government in spending so many
millions of money. If these millions of money
had been spent judiciously, and we had had
value given for the money so spent, we
would not have been in our present position.
We have a huge country andi all the organisa-
tion and equipment which would suffice for a
population 1.0 times as large. Therefore, one
of the essentials for bringing the finances out
of their tiresent condition is increased poutula-
tion amnd increased production. The Govern-
oment are preaching production, and we are all
preaching it and realise, that it is the only
thing whereby this State can be brought out
of its present caamitouis position. The Coun-
try party have been twitted this afternoon, in
fact n'c are often being twitted, with getting
more than our desserts from the Government,

and it has been stated that we are practically
using th 'e Government for our own ends.
Whatever these ends may he I think, in. the
mninds of the members of the Country party
at all events, they are in the best interests of
the country, and the object of the party is to
see that the country Vs cLeveleped on right
lines. -Mr. Mliles off ered sonic sound advice to the
Government which, I hope, will be followed to
a large extent. Hfe said that the people inl thle
City should do more in the way of bearing the
burdens of the State than they dto at present.
The hon. membier was a pioneer in the far
north, and lie realises the great disabilities
under which people lb thle back-blocks labour.
I. ani living in a far north Portion of this
State, and comae into contact with those who
are endeavouring to build uip this country. I
say that it is a very serious matter indeed.
They are not getting the consideration to
which they are entitled. Reference has been
made to the Education vote, and it has been
said that it should be decreased. I do not say
that it should be dereased, but I say that the
first essential in any new country is to see that
every child in the State gets a primary educa-
tiou. It is impossible for the man who is
endeavouring to pioneer this country to get
many of the advantages of the City. There-
fore, the Government should do all they pos-
sibly can to help those who are in the back-
blocks and doing devclopmentnl work in this
great country. There is another reason why
the Government will have great difficulty ift
adjusting their finances. I do net think in the
circumstances it is possible for them to adjust
them. There are many people in thle State
who aire beginning to realise that fact, but are
inclined to let things slide. 'Mr. Sanderson hais
pointed out clearly the way we are drifting
and shown that eventually the Federal authori-
ties will have to take control of this State. The
Federal people are putting their hands out for
every department of State, and are making the
cost of gnivernmuent higher than it should be in
many directions. The money that is put into
their war loans by the people of Western Aus-
tralia will not bring in one penny to the State
by way of income tax. That is a very serious
matter. The Government are end eavouring to
economise in some directions. I have an in.
stance of that before me now. Here is an en-
velope manufactured, I suppose, by one of the
State departments. I opened it, and found a
lot of valuable information inside it, for it
had been used before in some other depart-
m ent.

Hon. J. 3. Holmes: That is the first evi-
dence of economy we have had.

Hon. H. CARSON:- Here is a letter ad-
dressed to me to-day, which I find was a weigh-
bill for 1905. On the other side is a conmuni-
cation addressed to me. Evidently the Gov-
erntlicot are ecnomisng. Here is another in-
stance. A department in my district wrote
some time ago for pins for files. The officials
get word back to say that they should take the
pins out of the old files, fEa,. members will
realise that it must be a great economy to put
a man on to got pins out of old files. In any
opinion it is only a tiddly-winking and absurd
attempt at economny. Economies,tohe effective,
should be made in a large way. Reference has
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been made to our civil service. Something
should be done in that direction. There is
another direction in which huge sums of money
are lost. In 1904, when I was first elected to
represeat the district of Geraldton, I endea-
vou red to get the Government to establish a
water supply for the town. Many trials were
inade, and eventually the engineer spent a few
thousand pounds amid staked his reputation on
the work. It was a failure, but the engineer
is still in the Government employ.

Ron. W. Xiagsmill: He may have been glad
to lose his reputation.

Hon, H,. CARSON: I wish to impress upon
the Government the absolute necessity for the
water supply being fixed up for Geraldton. It
is a very serious matter for a great town and
seaport, with a prosperous hinterland, to be
devoid of proper water supply. The Govern-
ment have spent over £0,000 in a new dam for
the town, but this recently collapsed, I do not
know whether through an act of Providence,
or because of the engineer who was responsible
for its construction. If many such things as
these happen a large amount of money will he
lost. The Premier has already promised that
the matter should be placed in hand at once,
but nothing has yet been done. It is desired
to start freezing works at Geraldton, but it is
impossible to so without a water supply.
It is said that the Government are against
State enterprises.

Hlon. J. J7. Holmes: They were.
Hon. H. CARSON: There are freezing works

established at Wyndhiam.
Hon. W. Kingsmill: Not established yet.
Hon. H1. CARSON: I hope they will be es-

tablished there. The prospectus for a freezing
works company at Carnarvon is already out,
and the same thing has happencd at Geraldton,where upwards of 30,000 shares have been
taken up. I think the Government should leave
it to the people of the southern portions or
eastern portions of the State to establish
freeziag works at Fremantle. It will be ab-
Solutely necessary, in the interests of these
freezing works I have mentioned, that there
should also be freezing works at Fremantle.
It may he necessary to have storage for these
freezing works at Fremantle, as it will be im.
possible to get the steamers to take out of
these ports at the proper time all the eareases
that Come forward. I read some time ago a
toport of a meeting held at Northam, where
the people said they were Willing to go on
with the work if the Government would not
he willing to do so. In my opinion the Gov-
ernment should have told the people to proceed
with the works at once, and have given them
every possible assistance.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

lion. H-. CARSON: IThoir- s one phase of
the establishment of freezing works at P1ro-
man"tle to which I xvism to call the Govern.
inent'a attention. Since it has been giveni
out that the itenction of the Government is
to establish freezing works at Fremantle, it
has very largel y interfered with private en-
terprise. There are men proposing to take
tip shares in companies intended tJ establish
those freezing works, who now are desirous

*of waiting until the Government get going.
Further, I wish to draw the Government's
attention to the manner in which statistics
are gathered, causing endless expense. The
Same work could be done by a penny stamip.
At present in some districts I know of the
police are sent out into the country to gather
statistics, and this involves hire of vehicles
and many days out. The same thing could
be done at far less expnese by post. The
Govern)men1t alSO want to see that the depart.
ints are thoroughly organised and that we
have a contented public service, which we
have not to-day. That last remark applies
especially to the Railway Department,
where there is trouble brewing between the
Railway Officers' Association and the.-Coin-
missioner of Railways. The officers have a very
Serious grievance which should have been
remedied before now. We know of many
station-miasters who are receivinig less emolu-
ment thani porters. Now the porter works
eight hours a dlay while the station-mnaster
does 12 to 14 hours, with very grave res-
ponsbilties. it is impossible to get good
Servie out of men who are dissatisfied on
account of unfair treatment. T understand
nil thea railway officers desire at present is
tot have a board, since the.), cannot get to
the arbitration court because of the Railway
Act.

'Pile Colonial Secretary: That is hardly the
position.

iHon. Itf CARSON: I understand, at all
vents, that the railway officers cannot gect
to the arbitration court, and I hope the Gov-
orunment will see that the matter is satis-
factorily adjusted. The Government intend,
I understand, to have three Comniissioners
of Railways. I have not any definite inform-
ation on that matter, and I Shall wait to hear
what arguments are put forward in favour of
three Commissioners., Certainly, the appoint-
mient of three would add very considerably
to the expense of carrying on the railways,
hut it may' be for the good of the railway
finiancs. The three Commissioners may he
able to bring about a better working of the
system and a more remunerative working.
The great question which the Government
have to address themselves to at present,
anart from finance, is that of repatriation.
Much has been said on that question. I feel
Sure the Government realise its importance,
b ut when listening to the Premier the other
night T learnt that the Government are not
needny concerned about the preparation of
land for returned soldiers. I do hope the
Giovernmnent will have made preparation for
the soldiers before they return. Our soldiers
-have dlone magnificent work for this country,
and it is only right that we should do all wP.
p~os,;bly can for them. The reason I. asked a
qustion regarding the repurchase of private
lam'Cls was that I had visited the Lands Do-
jntrtmuent and inspected the maps there, with
thet result that T found there was no great

araof Crown land within 12 miles of a rail-
war. Somie eonaiderable time ago I ap-
pronehoed some landl owners in m'. own dis-
trict and requested them to approach thes
Government relative to properties held by
them adjoining the railways. If the Govern-
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mneet could secure these properties at a ie-
sonable price it would be an advantage to
the State. These land owners, I should
think , would be a little patriotic and dis-
pose of their properties to thke Government
for this purpose cheaper than they would
undler ordinary circumstances. I know that
in my district we have sonme very fine land
adjoining the railways already prepared-u
fact, the gentleman owning this land lets it
out for cropping purposes on the share sys-
ten. Therefore, 1 th~ink it would be better
for the Government to secure such lands on,
long terms and at. the lowest rate of interest
obtainable. By having these lands settled
with soldiers we should probably make our
railways a nmuch better flniancial proposition
than they are at present. We all know there
is ,,,nch land alongside the railway system
not being utilised. I also approached the
Preieir regarding this proposition, bu~t he
is not prepared to do any business yet. I
trust the Government will do all they p~os-
sibly call to see that the ln d is readly for
thle soldiers to go upon. In fact, the Goy-
ernment might utilise for this purpose some
of the repurchansed estates now held by them
and no -t being used to the fullest extent.
On these estates th~ey nmight put returned
soldiers to train thenm for farming and to
let them see whether they' care for country
life. I wish particularly to call tle Govern-
ment's attention to the Yandanooka estate.
Sonic few years ago the Government en,-
played a great nuimber of men onl that pro-
perty clearing the land, and last year, or the
year before, some thousands of acres were
under crop. This year, I learn, there are
only about 2.50 acres of the land[ cropped.
A great quantity of machinery is lying idle
there rusting and spoiling and th~e land is
also returning to its original state. .Iat is
a very bad thing for Western Australia.
The land shoullI be continually utilised and
we should see that it dloes nolt return to its
original condition. I think both thle Yanda-
nooka and the Avondale estates could be
uitilised in that manner for some of our re-
turned] men. Again, the Government are
helping those returned soldiers who are do-
,irons of going prospecting. That is
a very wise step. Where men are de-
sirous of doing this kind of work they
should be helped, for they might fin~d another
Kalgoorlie. I th~row out the suggestion to the
Governument that if any men are desirous of
seeking for base metals, they should be sent to
the Northampton district, where there is a
stretch of country .50 miles by 10 miles con-
taining conper, lead, graphite, and many oth~er
base muetals. Perhaps it would be a good thing
if the Government approached som~e of the

private owners of mineral properties which are
now locked up. It wotuld show patriotisml onl
thle part of thle owvners of such properties if

they would say to the Government that if there

are any returned men disposed to work those
properties they miay have then, for a certain
number of years. Some of these properties
have been lying idle for 20 or 30 years, al-
though they are good propositions. I do not
know whly they are ,,ot worked. Indeed it is

difficult to find the owners of somec of the pro-
perties. Now I colle to the other' great goes-
thin which is being dealt with by a Royal
Commission at thle present time-the question
of the Wheat Scheme. I do not know that I
shiall say miuch onl thle subject j ust now;
we stiall have a,' opportunity of discussing it
later. But the Wheat Scheme haes been badly
managed. I do not blame the present Honorary
Minister controlling the Scheme but past Min,-
islts have failed badly in tfiis direction. The
-ailway authorities have instructedt thle manage-
inenit of the Scheme to put the stacks in places
where they have no right to be-practically ill
water holes. ]. have seen at Kellerberria a stack
where the water has beens upl to the second or
third bag. At one time it was hardly Possible
to walk tine streets of the town for the stench
front that wheat. Thle farmiers have to bear

the brunt of losses, therefore they should have
more say in the matter of the Wheat Scheme.
Further, let Ine call the Government's atten-
tion to the harbour works at Geraldton. LRon.
miembers will recollect that some little while

ago, when the Labour Government wvere inl
power,' they decided to proceed with harbour
works at Geralditoii. They started with a ria-
duct which has cost £40,000 and is practically
useless, and there is no prospect of comnpleting
that harbour scemae for many years to come
inl view, of the financial situation. What the
Gbovernuicilt should have dlone in starting thle

schenme was to have broadened the jetty at
thle far endl and to have dredged thne harbour.
'That would have answered all purposes for
Some considerable tine. However, the Govern-
mnt started the wronig way With an expendi-
ture of £40,000 and now the viaduct is merely

a pronienade,.or is used for fishing purposes. It
is hardly likely to be used for any other pur-

poses for noiny years to Come. I hope the Goy-
ernunt will be able to do something inl the

'lay of dIredging and videning the far end of
thle jetty so that another line of railway, or

perhas two additional lines Of railway, may
run there and thus facilitate shipping opera-
tions. I support tile motion.

Hon. W. KINOSM] LL (Metropolitan)
(8.411: It is usual in addressing oneself to
this, as it seenms to mec, necessary debate inl

this "House, to start Off With soine congratula-
tions to sonmebody or other -the Governent

aa rule. I have cast round for a subject of
congratulation Of the Government but I think

I shrill be onl the safest ground available if I

congratulate then, upon the fact that motions
of want of confidence are not decided ill this
Chamber, because tie ticed Of criticism
throughout this debate .seems to have

been pretty severe amrat thle CGovern-

lnent. I a,, afraid th~at I shall have

to add, a little to that Criticism my-

sell. of course T have said that T consider

this debate more or less necessary. I think
so becuse in this Cham~ber, if there is say

party feeling, the lilies of rarty are not clenrly

de~fined and the debate onl the Address-ini-reply
offers an opportunity to members to render

thei po I onl certain maltters clear, which
opportun..ity is not even necessary in another

place, because thle members of that place are

regulated by the linies of party and not by the

lines of individual opinion. Undoubtedly the
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absorbing topic of interest at present is that
of finance. A great deal has beeni said about
the necessity for economy, but it seems to no
that mouch of what has been said has been said
without looking into what is really the root
of the matter. We may divide the funactions
of Government, roughly speaking, for the pur-
poses of argument into tivo. 'Pta undoubted
functions of the Government arc to supply
the wants of the people in directions in which
those wants are not likely to be supplied by
other means, to attend to what I ay
for the moment call tme higher things
of public life, to attend, for istance,
to the health, the morals, ad the edlu-
cation of the people. Those are undoubtedly
and have beeni recognised through all tho ages
since Governments have existed as functions
necessary for the Government to undertake,
and it is right that, even in the hardest of times
-and we are surely to-day going through the
hardest of times-those subjects to whichI
have alluded, and subjects kindred to them,
should receive the unstinted support of the
Government; that wherever economies shall be
effected those economies shall not strike at the
subjects I have mentioned; that before every-
thing the public health, the public morals, and
the public education shall be the care of the
Government. In saying that, I do not for a
moment mean that work should unnecessarily
be undertaken in this direction. But unfor-
tanately with regard to one at least of these
subjects-and perhaps I should add a fourth,
that is the care of 'our indigent, and in
times like these the care of our indigent in-
creases out of all proportion to the proportion
which it maintains in ordinary- times-
expenditure has undi-ly exnanded. And
there are other functions which little by
little have grown upon the Government
of this State, and which have been
fostered here by circumstances which I shall
presently detail. Those other functions have
come to be an absorbent of very much more of
the public funds than I think is advisable even
in good times, and in timnes like these is alto-
gether out of the question. It has been the
custom throughout Australia that the Govern-
ment should provide the railways of the State.
Whether that is good or bad it is not for us to
argue, because we find it an accepted fact.
Personally I do not think it is a good thing.
I do not think the running of the railways by
the Government makes for ain efficient service.
We have had a striking example of that since
the Government have taken over the tram ser-
vice of the metropolis. I have said in the House
before-and I cannot say it too often-that
there is no action of mine which I so bitterly
regret in congThction with the acquisition of the
trains by the Government. I was faced by two
alternatives: the acquisition of the trains by
the Government or by the municipality. The
acquisition of the trains by the mounicipality
seemed to be impossible. It seenmed that the
wrangles which would he engzaged in
by the various municipalities woual be
inpossihlep of settlement. Furthermore, .1
thought the administration would not be
good. But I cannot imagine for a
moment that any administration could be
as bad as that we are receiving at the present

time, a ni for whic-h .1 understand the Commnis-
sioner of Railways gets an extra £500 a year.
Only this evening-in fact it is the same every
day, if you want to catch a tram-and the
Colonial Secretary, who does not use the Gov-
ernmnt motor-cars as largely as he could, can
bear ine out in this-one has to wait perhaps
ten minutes and then there is the chance of
two or three trains coming together. At night
time this is very noticeable. Tt seems that
the motormen are afraid to go home in the
dlark. They must wait for suitable company.
It has come to be-I do not say rightly-
looked upon that one of the functions of the
Governmient is the running of the railways. The
Government is now embarking on a lot of other
industries and activities. That, T say, in good
times is not the function of the Government,
and in bad times the Government should
not think of it. It is not in practising
these little bits of economy, which Mr.
Carson gave an example of when he held up
a twice-used envelope just uxow, that we are
going to retrieve our position. It is in de-
creasing the scope of the Government's activi-
ties, in teaching the people that they must
trust in themselves alone sooner or later. They
must do more for themselves and erpict the
Government to (10 less. We have had in this
State a remarkable career in public affairs.
Before the advent of the crowds, brought here
as gold-seekers, as hon. members know, the
State was running along in a very modest way..
Everyone was contented to deal with his neigh-
bour in a small way. We were a contented and
happy community, a community of small
things. Thien came gold, and all things were
altered. With gold came population, and with
population came revenue. The revenue in-
creased beyond the needs of the community,
and I think I am justified in saying that the
leader who has lately gone from us was at
times hard put to it to find avenues of expen-
diture. On the other hand, we find now the
avenues of expenditure greatly exceed the rev-
enue which is coming in. We have lost control
of our fiscal affairs. We have lost control of
many other sources of revenue and a great
many activities are with us. The attitude of
the people towards the Government is an
attitude of expectancy. It has never altered,
indeed it has increased, and to some extent we
have to think that the party represented by the
three boa, gentlemen opposite are fostering that
attitude of expectancy, waiting for the State to
dlo something in tlhe interests of the p~eople.
The time has come and any Government, even
one which does not see very far, is justified in,
so to speak, taking time by the forelock in re-
stricting its activities. It may be a little un-
popular, but good government often means un-
popularity, and it may require moral courage.
But surely the Government, the leaders of the
people, should be chosen not alone for popu-
larity not because they are followers of public
thought, but because they are leaders, and it
should be possible for them to take time by the
forelock and take of their own volition steps
which in a short time will otherwise be taken
for them. They may be fictitious advantages
which the public have been taught by them
and thcir predecessors to expect. Everybody
who has been in a Government in Western
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Australia should take a fair share of blame.
Personally ' I am content to do so. But let ine
say this: The more remote the date at which
any hion, member was the member of a Gov-
erment the less the share of blame, because
thle financial cataclysm which is about to come
was not so apparent as it is at the pre-
sent time. To sumn up, I am strongly of the
belief that it is not in petty econoicis but ill
the narrowing of thle scope of true government
that economy lies. I was thinking while thle
lion. member held upl that envelope made out
of a waybill, that very probably the letter
which that envelope contained and which is
also what would be called by Egyptologists a
palimpsest, that letter comprised possibly a
promise to cary out some public extravagance,
to spend possibly £1,000 in a foolish and ex-
travagant way. That is just an example of
what this petty economy means. We are told
that one of the ideals of the formation of the
National party or National Government-per-
haps I should not call it National party-was
to destroy party feeling. Instead of destroying
party feeling it has accentuated it, and not
only that but we have, as I hare said almost
ad nauseurn, a Government who owes so many
obligations to so many people, that it is im-
possible for it to do anything without offend.
ing some friends. I thought at the time of its
conception that the National Government as
-applied to this State would be a ghastly fail.
ure, I am afraid I1 have to say to-night that
my premonition has become an accomplished
'fact. I1 do not altogether blame the members
of the Government; they are in an awkward
Position. Some time back they had a chance
of getting out of that position by a little
sacrifice, by taking a little risk- In my opinion
often the only way to success is through fail-
tire. I think this country will never again get
good government until we get two defined
parties in another place. There should be a
definite line of cleavage, and let it be drawn
by economy, true economy, the practising of
economy by narrowing the activities Of the
Government as against those who wish the
State to do everything for them as against
those who believe in nationalisation of indus-
tries. This would be a definite and natural
line Of Ocvage. It is no good attempting to
set uip an artificial line of cleavatge. The
claim which this National party made to a
monopoly of that all who claimn to be loyalists
should be on one side and to condemn as dis-
loyal all others because they could not see eye
to eye with them. in some of the minor
matters of government policy is grossly un-
fair, and it has cast a slur o1,n iany loyal
mlen and Put in an extremely, awkward posi-
tion Many whose loyalty to party was great-
anti has made them Appear disloyal to the
Empire and placed them in a6 false light.
These men have my sympathy. At the same
time it is not a natural line of cleavage. I
believe a great proportion of Australians are
loyal, and I refuse to admit that it is a proper
thing for any Government or party to arrogate
to themselves, as it has endeavoured to do in
this State, the exclusive right of loyalty to
the Empire. There is, as I have already said,
a definite and natural line of cleavage, and

any party is doomed to failure that does not
choose its politics by belonging to one party
or to another, and endeavour to set up a -false
line that cannot for long stand. rersonany-
and I intend as far as I ami concerned in con-
niection with my votes in this House to put
these opinions into actual praotice-I think
the Government should not engage in any in-
dustry or undertaking or proposal which can
be left to private enterprise, and I intend to
express that thought by my vote when any
Bill or measure comes before the House for
consideration. The time has come when if this
Government will not recognise its duties-it is
time for somebody to teach it, and there is no
better, body than this Upper House to do that.
One or two concrete examples I can give in
order that members will realise what I mean.
The Governor's Speech laid down that the Gov-
erment intend to erect, and, I presume, man-
age, freezing works at Fremantle. It should be
no part of the policy of thle Government, more
especially when they have before them the
bitter lesson which this country must have
learned frain the freezing works at Wyndiham,
to proceed with the erection of freezing works
at Fremiantle. The erection will be costly in
the extreme, and of the management after the
erection I shudder to think. If the erection
of thle freezing works is a legitimate proposi-
tion, and remembering that we should not
muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn, then
under proper restrictions private enterprise
should be allowed to engage in that work,
And if private enterprise knows that it will
be protected efficiently from unfair Stite com-
petition, then we shall find private enter-
prise erecting these and other works through-
out the State. I think unfair competition can
be guarded against, and( I am certain if the
Government adopt the course I have advocated
sev-eral times in the House in connection with
Bills like the Clifton Concession Bill andI the
Gape) Limlestone Concession Bill, if they
adopted the course which would] be adopted inl
the mother country-and after aill the mother
country is a fairly efficient gnide for this eoun-
try-of they adopted the principle of a~owing
these concessions to be the subject of a private
Bill introduced at the promoter's expense, re-
ferred automatically to a select committee, and
reported on, they will, I think, be taking a step
iil the right direction, and not only that, but the
Government should he bound to go through the
saume process, and get the consent of iVarlia.
nient before engaging in any industry and not
after engaginig in it. I thik that woeld( be an
efficient safe-guard Against any unfair con,-
petition Onl thle part of the State in connelrtion
with these industries. I ani only giving these
is types, because there are many ether branchkes
which hion, members cain think of thitselves.
There is another branch to which thle hion.
member, wvho has just sat down, has shortly
alluded. I refer to the handling of wheat. I
have said before in this House, and have been
taken to task for it by the country Press, and
in some parts of the country where 1 have
been alluded to as being "idiotic and
ignorant," for saying that in my opinion
the future of tho country did not lie in
wheat growing. I have travelled much
about the agricultural districts during
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the last three or four years, and the more
I travel about the wore am I satisfied that
what I say is right, that the future of the
country does not lie in. wheat growing, Be
that as it may, in countries where "'heat grow-
ing forms, not a greater proportion of the
industry of thle country than it does in this,
the handling of the wheat is attended to either
by private companies or by co-operative con-
cerns. That should be the ease here. If the
farmers utake such a strong point, as they
appear to do, of the co-operative system, which
It view with equanimity, although it threatens
the very existence of the metropolis, let them
extend it to the handling of their produce,
I will give them every assistance that lies in
my power if they will undertake that responsi-
hility. I have noticed with regard to the
Country party, which should undoubtedly be
one of the strongest in Western Australia, and
which to-day occupies a position of consider-
able political strength, that, while it is ready to
take all it can, it is, it seems to me, peculiarly
diffident about taking any responsibilities. It
does not seeni anxious to take that, although it
takes everything else. If the Countr 'y party
were as strong as it says it is, and if it -were
the backbone of this State, I think it has had
an opportunity before this of standing by it-
self, and] formulating a policy and,' running this
country. Why does it not do so? Speaking
as a metropolitan member, T. should be ready
to give them every assistance in mny power to
get what I think they should get, but they
seem, as I have said before, to want to take
everything except responsibility. I hope they
will in future be able to take the responsibility
of handling this project which they say is
theirs, and any losses upon. which, 1. am glad to
hear 'Mr. Carson say, will be borne by the
farmer. I amn quite of a differeiit opinion in
regard to that matter, and think that the
ultimate loss will be borne by the taxpayer of
Western Australia.

Hon. H. Carson: No fear!

Heno. J1. J. Holmes: The farmer xviii get it
from the T.A.JL, and the I.A.B. will get it
f-rom the Government.

Hon. W. 'KINOSMILL: That is what I was
thinking. Technically Mr. Carson is right,
but I think that materially and eventually what
I claim is the more likely aspect of the case.
It am not going to say much at this stage about
the proposal of the Government to institute
three railway commissioners, but I think it
is a mistake of the most glaring possible
nature. What we want here is one good man.

Hon. J. Ewing: And a competent inan.
.Hon. W. KING SMILL: We want at man here

Who is used to running ra1ilwa.ys as they shouldl
be run, and not a man who is used to having
the railways run for him by the employees, as
is at present the ease. We cannot get
such a man in thle State. That is anl-
other point which I wish to emphasise-
Perhaps the Government think dlifferently. T.
do not know, but possibly three commissioners
will he obtained within this State under the
Government scheme. My own view is. how-
ever, that it will not he possible to get
one. I am against three commissioners in
thle first place, and, secondly, I want some

inan who is free of the groove that these
railways of ours have been running in for
year;, seine man who has a knowledge of
running railways as a business system, and
some man who has beau, say, second in coin-
nand of English or American lines of rail-

way; and so long as his credentials are satis-
factory I1 should be perfectly ready and wvil-
ling to hand over the conduct of our rail-
ways to hini, without even that degree of
political control which exists at present. Mr.
Nicholson made sonic suggestions about eco-
nomies, and more particularly dealt with the
question of the reduction ot members' sala-
ries. It is a strong cornmnentary upon public
events that what should be, I think, the
highest walk in life for any citizen of any
Stae has conic to be looked upon as one of
the lowest, that is a political career. Is
there any career which should demand a
higher type of intellect and character
than a parliamentary career? And yet when
economies aire mentioned, we have a gentle-
mian advocating at once the reduction of
inemubers' salaries. I say if we can get a
competent Government we cannot pay the
m~en who give it to us, too much. Personally,
I think, if we could get a competent Gov-
ermnent in power to-day, that this country
would be doing well if it paid every mezn-
bar of it £5,000 a year. 'We cannot pay too
much for good government. If there is any
reduction to be made in regard to Parlia-
mleat the reduction should be in the number
of members, and not in their salaries. As
a imatter of fact, I think every meamber dloe,4
more work than hie gets paid for, if lie is n
man who is fitted to be a, member of Parlia-
mieat. A member's work does not begin and
end in this Chamber. We all of us have to
do a tremendous amount of work outside of
that. Whatever our hands find to do, we
have to do outside this Chamber, even outside
our ordinary Parliamentary duties. So far as
I am concerned, if 1 were in private life I
would not carry out the work I do in con-
nection with my Parliamentary Position for
the saine salary as I get for the work and
Parliamentary position. As a representative
of the people I look upon myself as owing toP
the people who sent mu here a duty. What-
ever T can do, I think it should be my duty and
pleasure to do. Furthermore, I do not think that
politics and the government of the country
should ever come to be looked upon as one
of the recreations Of the idle rich. Some,
lion, members have said that payment of
mnembers is a mistake. I do not thiak it is
a mistake. I do not think that all classes
can be properly repreusented unless those who.
arc sent to reprosmut them get a fair emoin-
inent for the srviees which they render. 1
am in accord with Mr. Nicholson if he wishes
to redone the number of members. It may
be taking a risk when he makes a promise of'
that sort, but I personally Prefer to take
that risk than the other. With regard to the-
reduction of salaries, I say that the sala rices
to-doy throughlout Australia are low enough
for the work which members ought to do,
who are returned to represent the people.
Although the remarks I have to make have,
no personal application to the Honorary Min-
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ister (Mr Baxter), I have said one or two
words about Honorary Ministers and their
functions on several occasions. I think that
a gross breach of the Constitution Act-if
not of the letter of the Constitution Act, un-
doubtedly the spirit of the Constitution Act-
is committed when any Government places
executive functions in the hands of Honorary
Ministers. Let me trace for a moment the
history of Honorary Ministers in this State.
The first I can remember was Mr. Sept. Burt,
K.C., who after many years of whole-souled
and generous services to the Forrest Minis-
try-I used to look upon him as the brains
of the Forrest M inistry--reti red from the
offee of Attorney General, and was asked to
retain Executive Council rank as Honorary
Minister and adviser to the then Premier.
Sir John Forrest. He did so, but his work
was purely advisory. The next I remember
was Mr,, now Sir Walter James, who
was Honorary Minister to one or both of the
Leeke Governments. His functions, too,
wore purely advisory. The next that I re-
member was the Hon. Mr. Moss, who was
Honorary Minister to the James Govern-
ment. His functions were also purely advi-
sory. Let mue call the attention of hon. mem-
bers for a moment to the mental calibre and
the political experience of those gentlemen
to whom I have alluded, Mr. Sept. Burt,'
Sir Walter James, and the Hon. Mr. Moss.
I think that all of us will admit that those
men were 'chosen on account of their con-
spicuous ability. They were chosen also be-
cause their private affairs took up so much
of their time, that it was only advice they
could give, and for that advice they recevud
nothing either from the State or from their
colleagues. The next set of Honorary bM-
isters was that attached to the Labour Gov-
ernment, and comprised the Hon. Mr. Dodd,
and, I think, the en. Mr. Angwin. I am
uncertain of the executive constitution of
those gentlemen, or whether they carried out
executive work or not, If they did so they
were the first offenders against the underly-
ing "principle to which I shall presently
allude in the Constitution. But two wrongs
do not make a right. Then came along the
present Government with three Honorary
Ministers, all of whom, I understand, are
carrying out executive duties, and some of
whom have very possibly signed proclama-
tions issued by the Government. There is
a grave doubt about the legality of such at
document. Whether it is legal or not the un
derlying principle of the Constitution 1,pro-
vides that a man, before carrying out exe-
entire work, shall first obtain the approval
of those of the community wbo surely must
be most prejudiced in his favour, his own
constituents, and this provision has been
evaded by the employment of Honorary Min-
isters in executive duties. I say it is not
fair, anti it is an evasion of the Constitution,
and, furthermore, I say that Honorary
Ministers to-day arc not chosen for the
reasons that they were chosen in the past.
Can we point to one Honorary Minister to
day-I say it without disrespect to them-
who is the equal in parliamentary experience,
in worldly experience, in legal experience, or

in any other way of those gentlemen I en-
numerated just now, who were Honorary Min-
isters in the true sense of the term, because
they were only advisers and received nothing
for their services from the State or from
their colleagues. So far, what I have said has
been criticism not of a destructive nature, be.
cauge I1 feel certain that nothing 1 could say,
or most of us could say,, could ever destroy
what stands stronger than brass, the status
of this Government. and its belief in itself.
I. feel sure that is impervious to nil criticism.
but may I add just a few suggestions which
will not be altogether destructive in their
nature. I am sorry to see that there has been
atendency on the part of some hen, members

elsewhere, and in the columns of the Press
and other places, to belittle the efforts 'of
sonic ]members of this Ministry to establish in.
dustries in the State, The efforts which have
been alluded to-and after all they arc only
efforts which have not gone beyond this stage
-have been spoken of as tin-pot and two-
penny half-penny, and other terms of oppro.
brium, which are belittling to the financial and
useful status of the industries. I hold that if
any Minister or private individual can estab-
lish in this State an industry which adds to
the avenues of employment, even if it pro.
vides employment for only 10 men, he is do-
ing a good turn to the community and should
he encouraged. T speak perhaps more feel-
ingly as a member of the metropolitan district
because it is to the secondary industries that
the metropolitan area has to look for employ.
ment for those people-aind I regret to have
to say it, because it is a national misfortune
-who will insist upon flocking to the cities.
Some of these industries are smnall in their
scope, but some of the most prosperous coun-
tries are engaged very largely in what one
may term. domestic industries. There are
plenty of small industries which may be es-
tablished in the cities or in the country in
which a man and his wife and children can
work, not perhaps as a set thing, in their
spare hours and so provide a welcome ad-
dition to the revenue of the family and a wel-
come addition to the prosperity of the State.
All credit to the man who endeavours on sen-
sible lines of scientific research, not by en-
deavou ring or getting the Government to en-
deavour to engage in the industries them-
selves: all honour I say to the man who can
start even the smallest industry in our com-
munity. The war has taught us that for the
future we shall have to be more self-contained
and to depend upon our own -resources to a
greater extent, and it is well that we should
take time by the forelock and start the people
to work in industries in which they can best
serve themselves and their country. I have
a certain amount of reluctance in referring to
-what I am about to say, because it is a matter
which is more or less personal to myself. I
think one of the duties of the Stat&, next to
production, shouldt be to provide markets for
the sale of its products. Some time back I
visited a country that I formed a very favotir-
able impression of as a market for our pro-
duce. I allude to the Malay States and Java.
I want to make my position clear. The genesis
of my trip was that 1 had for 13 months,
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in order to relieve the director of the Zoo-
logical Gardens so that he might go to thle
Front, occupied tire positioa of acting director
of the Zoological Gardens iii a purely honorary
capacity. During my term as Acting Director
I managed to save a considerable sum of
money for the zoological authorities. When the
director resumed his duties the zoological com-
iniittee were kind enough to ask me whether f
would undertake a trip for the acquisition of
zoological and botanical specimens in the
Malay States. I said that I would. Be it
understood that thle Zoological Gardens Com-
mittee paid most of my expenses, which by the
way, came to less than a third of the amount
I saved (luring the period I acted as director.
Bpfore I left I interviewed the Premier and
asked if I could do anything on may trip to help
the Government. He said, "Yes," and he
wrote me an extermuely nice letter, in which lie
stated he would be very pleased if I would
find out what chances there were of instituting
trade between Western Australia and the
countries which I intended visiting, which trade
after all, very naturally from a. geographical
point of view should belong to Western Aus-
tralia. The Premier verbally offeared to pay part
of the expenses of may trip. I declined the
offer because provision had already been made
in that direction. I proceeded on my way and
was absent for about 1.1 weeks. Most of toy
time was taken uip in making inquiries with
regard to the possibilities of trade between this
country and the Malay States and Java. The
Government had nothing whatever to do with
my trip and I did not even get f rom
them one letter of introduction. I dare-
say I could have done so if I had
wantted letters. I returned to the State
on the Ist July of last year. On the 4th
July my report, which has been seen by hion.
members, was in the hands of the Government.
I did not Lget an answer or an acknowledgment
of that report for over a month, although bon.
memnbers will see that there was no lack of
pronmptitude on my part. With regard to any
effect the report may bave had on the Govern-
ment, that body of gentlemen evidently re-
garded the report as being worth what they
gave f or it; that "'as nothing. If the Goveru-
ment are in earnest in euideavouriag to get anl
outlet for their goods, there is an outlet ready
for them, an outlet which is crying out. When
I put in my report the Government had control
of the State steamer " Kangaroo " which is
now, I understand, engaged or leased to the
Imperial Government.

The Colonial Secretary: No.
lion. W. KTNGSMiTL~i: Perhaps chartered.
The Colonial Secretary: No.
Hon. W, KINGSMfLaL: Earning big

freightsT
The Colonial Secretary: I cannot tell the

lion. member.
Hon. W. RINOSMILL: Profiteering, then.

That em braces everything. The functions of a
State steamer are to encourage State indus-
tries, and how the ''Kangaroo"' has been en-
couraging State industries by sailing round the
seven seas in search of big freights is beyond
me. When T put in my report the Government
had full control of the "Kangaroo.' There
is plenty of work to do on this coast and Java

and the Malay States for all the goods that
this steamner can carry up there, and there is
plenty of back cargo also, It may be said
that there is Do necessity for our hurrying to
take advantage of this market for our goods.
I say there is. Even during ilhe progress of
the war, Japan and Amaericall have been creep-
nig in with products not as good as ours, and
whiech the people in the countries to which I
have alluded take because they cannot get ours.
A big merchant said to nie, ''Why do you
people not send us your goods; we do not Niant
fapanese or- American stf. When they
asked me why, what could I say? There was
no answer that I could give them. [ could not
tell them that it was because we had a Gov-
ernmlent which would not bold up its finger to
secure a market which would take all our sur-
plus products, fruit, wheat, flour, meat and any
Manufactured stuff we could send them, at
big prices, and wit hout any uncertainty about
the usual casualties of trade. After my return
the local Press were kind enough to publish
some portions of my report, and I was coam-
municated with by -a firm here dealing with one
of the lesser lines and asked if I could put
themn into communication with business people
in the Malay States. .1 put theln into comi-
munication wvith two firms. Those firms have
established in Fremantle a credit of £4,000,
and I suppose a turnover of about £7,000 or
£8 000 a. year has resulted, and that, too,
without any trouble. They put their
goods on board the steamet and on
the documents draw their money. They told
me that they were getting excellent prices,
that there was no difficulty about the money,
aud that there was an unlimited demand. We
are apt to look upon a country like the one I
have alluded to as one where the wealth is
held hr a few people. There is no greater mis-
take in life. There has been growing up
amiongst the inhabitants of those countries,
chielly due to the wonderful rubber industry,
anr indunstry the like of which the world
has never seen before, a wealthy middle
class who are willing to pa 'y anything
so long as they get good stuff, and it
is the duty of this or any Government
to seize the opportunity which exists now, and
it will not exist for long, because we will be
supplanted by other people. This fact has
been recognrised by private 'individuals within
the Inst 1.2 mlonths. A little steamer lies been
bought and used for this trade. The vessel
is only of 400 or 500 toils and it is quite un-
able to cope with the traffic, Yet she is doing
remarkably well for her owners. I do niot like
speak~ing about this, hevause I emn more or less
oersonally concerned, but hon. members will
see that it means nothing to me personally,. I
was gladl to present my report to theGonvern-
mreat because I thought I would he doing this
State some good. I am sorry that thre Gov-
ernment chose to treat we almost with dis-
courtesy and thenr to disregard the substance
of my report. I do not expect themi to take
notice of my opinions. Tf they did, sometimes
they would feel very uincomfortable, but while
not doing so, I expect them to treat me with
a little more courtesy then they have done.
I have no more to say with regard to the
Address-in-reply. It is one of those pleasing
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courtesies which still remain in parliamentary
life, Mheruby we wish HIls 'Excellency to re-
ceive our best thanks% for bestowing up)on Us
the Speech he has done. Let ine hope this
session will he shorter than last, that we wrill
net be kept sitting here half the year with
nothing done at the end. It is a matter of
regret that the Governmnent are unable to
introduce into this Chamber sonic Bills w'hich,
.1 see mentioned in the Governor's Speech, as,
for instance, tine Forestry Bill. That is a most
intensely technical mecasure, a measure which
is likely to arouse, unless explained to the last
possible degree, some measure of opposition. It
will deal with a question which has for many
years been grossly neglected in this State and
in facrt in all the Australian States and indeed
in most parts of the British Empire. It will
deal with a question, the national importance
of which is Only now beginning to be reeog-
nised, and herein lies the danger around which
has grown powerful interests. 'If we are to
make our forests sil asset for nll time, then
it is necessary for ins to take steps in the direc-
tion which I believe will be indicated in that
Bill. We have to-day in Western Australia,
I am glad to say, a gentleman in charge of the
Forestry Department whom I regard and
who is also regarded by the rest of Aus-
tralia as the foremost man in Australia,
as man of most modern methods, and a man
who stays in this State because he believes that
ia this State there is scope for a scientific
career; a man who could to-day, to-morrow, or
next week leave us for a better position finan-
cially, but who stays here because this State
alone in Australia, with the exception perhaps
of Queensland, offers him opportunities in for-
estry which he cannot get elsewhere. I could
wish that the Government saw their way clear
to having tbat Forestry Bill introduced in this
Chamber. At the hands of the leader of this
House it would receive every attention. it
could then be, as I thinki every technical Bill
introduced should be, referred to a select com-
mittee, and experts on each aide-for there are
two sides to every question, and I believe at
least three to this one-could be called before
the select commnitte. The select committee
would be devoid of all party feeling, and the
Bill would then have a far better chance of
getting through Parliament in a decent form,
embodying the best possible provisions, than if
introduced in another place. The same applies
to other Bills, and if I may be pardoned for
referring to the order in which business is
placed before Parliament, I think there is
everything to be gained by getting as many
measures through this Chamber as possible.
During the time that another place is
engaged on the Address-in -reply and want-of-
confidence motions and other frivolities of that
kind, we could be engaged in doing some more
serious wvork. Perhaps it is too late -for this
suggestion to have any effect, but I wish that
it could have practical results. I have nothing
more to add, except that the Address-in-reply.
as a matter of form, has my entire concurrence
and support.

Hon. J. W. HICEY (Central) [8.331: 1
was unable to be present at the openingf of
Parliament and therefore I lost the opportunity
of hearing the policy of the Government an-

nounced through the Speech delivered by 'His
Excellency the Governor. However, a close
p~erusal of that Speech reveals many fine ex-
pressions of sentiment, if only they were to be
given effect to. At the sanme tinme it offers to
those of us Thorn the back country but a very
small ray of hope of anything being done in
the near future to lead us out of that 'road of
chaos and stagnation into which we have
drifted. The proceedings of yesterday appeared
to mne to be of more than Ordinary significance,
anti while T join in the general regret at the
decease of our late distinguished statesman,
Lord Forrest, they brought to nmy mind man1y
of his past achtievements. As one itlmo has
taken part in strenuous campaigns many
years ago, camipai gns into which a cer-
tain amount of bitterness was imported, I
can say that our party always recognised Lord
Forrest's great capabilities. To my mind one
of the outstanding features of his character,
one which T think was his guidina star through
life, was his love of country, his unbounded
faith in the land of his birth. His was an ex-
ample that might wrell be followed by minny
of us, irrespective of the question whether
Western Australia is the land of our birth or
of our adoption. But unfortunately the ex-
ample set by this great statesman has not 'been
followed by those in charge of our affairs to-
(lay-, because they do not seem to have that
faith in the country which Lord Forrest had,
and which many of us have bo-day. Person-
ally, as a citizen of over 20 years standing, I
still have faith in the country, which, evidently,
the present Government have not, In this re-
spect I am inclined to appreciate the remarks
of Mr. Miles, because I take it that he is
altogether opposed to the system of centralisa-
tion, which had the strangle-hold on East-
ern Australia for a number of years and which
is enveloping very fast the polities Of West-
ern Australia. When we take into considera-
tion the fact that some 37 per cent. of our
population is concentrated in the metropolitan
area, it gives one food for thought and con-
vinces one that there is something wrong
somnewhere. it is -a short-sighted policy and
can only end in disaster; because the experi-
ence of all countries teaches us that the pros-
perity or adversity of the hinterland is always
reflected in the adversity or prosperity of the
towns and coast. So, in this respect, I think the
Government are neglecting their obligations
to the. back-blocks. I was surprised to learn
that this policy was supvorted by 'Mr. Nichol-
son. It is difficult to Dund a reason for his sup-
port of a policy of this description. While I
have been taught to have a holy horror of the
parish pump politician, still We rcognise that
every man has anl obligation to the people
whom he is sent here to represent. It is his
duty to look after the interests of his elect-
orate and to safeguard the interests of that
portion of the country which he represents. At
the same time his obligations do not rest
there. He should go further afield and en-
deavour to make himself conversant with the
possibilities and resources of the State and the
wants of its people. That can only be dlone by,
travel, and travel cannot be uindertaken with-
out a certain amount of expense. In this re-
spect, if Mr. Nicholson is serious in his advo-
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cacy of cutting out the Parliamentary passes
and reducing salaries, he must recognise that
his suggestion would be instrumental in the
disfranchising of a large number in this State
and would hainser the oj~erations of the State.
'Either he is in the fortunate position of being
able to affoir(] to travel at his own expense or
else he is satisfied to sit down in the congenial
surroundings of Perth, within sight of the
Darling ilauges and the beautiful Swan1 river
end wait for the producer, commanded by the
Premier to " produce, produce, produce,'" to
bring his products to Perth, because the hion.
member has no idea, of going to have a look
for himself. Like many otter members, I have
endeavoured to make good use of my Parlia-
mentary pas s during the two years I have had
it. I have cndeayoured to make myself con-
versant with the possibilities and resources of
the Country. I have travelled a great portion
of it. Only now have I completed a tour
through the Murchison, winding up) with a
visit to Northampton and the Geraldine mines.
I should like to see public interest aroused in
the possibilties of that portion of the State.
Right here I 'nay come into conflict with Mr.
Kingsmill, who takes exception to the Govern-
menit giving assistance to various people. But
the boa, member also remarked that leaders
must take risks. In this respect after all there
is not much risk to he taken. I notice in the
Speech that reference was made to the desire
of the Government to assist the mining indus-
try. I should like to believe that those re-
marks were Correct and that the Government
are in earnest in the statement. Travelling
through the Murchison I found the gold min
ig indnstr-y in. a parlous condition. Take the
Great Fingal mine, one of the greatest gold
prodlucinig mines in the State. To-anyv it is
closed down and under exemption. This mine
has paid over one and a half millions in divi-
dends, ani is closed to-day for the reason, weare told, that mining is too costly. At the
samte time we who know the-distriet recoknise
that it is closed down on account of the short-
sighted policy of the Company, and also of the
Government inspectors who, allowed the com-
pany to siak internal shafts. and carry on tie-
velopment work without attending to the
work they should have done in the first in-
stance. Rere the Government should take at
hand. There are thousands Of tons Of ore In
that msine to-day awaiting development, anl
there are men Prepared to undertake the de-
velopment, hut they are not given en opnor-
trinity to take on the wvork. A short time back
&. tribute was let to some of those men, and
they raised a certain quanitity of ore that
proved very payable. But the Government,
after a short space of time, decided to stop
them, because they said that Unless they raisel
2,000 tons a month it was not a paying pro-
position for the company. So the men were
stopped. Later, another party took oa a pro-
position on the surface. They also worked
under the company's arranaements and raised
ore to the value of £305. But the Great Fia gal
company took £199 of this, and the three men
divided £106. That is not a fair and reason-
able proposition. Sorely the Government are
not in earnest when they say they are anxious
to foster the gold mining industry. Then those

men took out another crushing valued at £500.
On this occasion they took their ore to
Boogardie, 40 or 50 miles distant by train and
another three or four miles by road to the
battery. Here is the unfairness of the pro-
position: These men got £122 out of that
£500. The Great Fingal company took £130 in
royalty, and for this £E130 tbby did absolutely
nothing. That is not a fair and reaionable
proposition, and I think it is time the Gov-
ern ment became serious. We realise that the
gold mining industry has bean vary largely
responsible for the prosperity of this State.
It made it possible for uts to develop our
agricultural and secondary industries, and,
that being so, the time has arrived when we
should endeavour to revive it. This can only
hie done by the Government saying, in a case
like this, to the Fingal Company that if they
have rights these rights are not sacred. I
will never be a party to interfering with the
rights of any company or individual, but I
do say that if they are not prepared to work
that mine the Government should bring pres-
sure to bear upon themi to either sell this
lease to other people, who are prepared to
work it, or insist upon0 their allowing tribute,
at a reasonable royalty for a period
of, say, three years. There is enough
stone lying in the stopes to-day front
ie 700ft. level to keep a ten-head mill going

for, two years., I should like the leader of
the House to keep this in mind, and enden-
voni- to biring pressure to bear upon his Cab-
inet. and show tire people of the State that
the phrase in the Governor's Speech was not
en emipty one and that the Government were
in earnest and anxious to foster the mining
i ndustry, v if they take this matter seriously
they will find m~any low-grade shows around
Cue- that would pay if decent crushing facili-
ties were given. 'When the Government take
tip this proposition they will require to put
c~rushing. facilities somewhere between Cue-
and Day Dawn. If they do this they will
fSad that tire district will once more become
the prosperous Centre it was in the past.
So far as the Northampton and Geraldine
eoun try is concerned, I will not go so far as
to sa y, in the words of one enthosiastic sup-
Porter of the district, that it is a second
I,,ra. hot L. as a practical miner, and one
who has had a lot of experience, say that tile
country is teeming with wealth. I made a
tri p through there rm'ently-aot a flying one
-pnd went down all the mines and shows and
I satisfied mnyself of the prospects. I hamve had
experienco in lend mining in Broken Hill
aind else-where, and T -;ny T have never seen
in ainy new country anything of this nature.
Wht they ask in the district is that the
Government should come to their assistance.
We are putting it forward as a business pro-
position that the Government should take
into consideration the establishment of
smelting works in Geraldton. We in-
vite the fullest inquiry, and we have
no hesitation in saying that after in-
oqmirxy tire Government will be satisfied tihat
it is a business proposition to establish
workts there for the development of this iui-
portaut and vast area. This area extends
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throughout mny province, and also goes luto
the province represented by Mr. Miles. 1.
was through the holl. muember 's electorate,
andt found that there were valuable mneralI
deposits there. The possibilities are great
in that district. We ask that smelting works
should be established now, because the ore
is there, and we can substantiate everything
we say in connection with the district. One
mine, thle Surprise mine, will alone justify
thle existenve of a smelter. Ore has been
taken out of this mine front a lode as. large
as the corridor in this Chamber, and thle wall
onl either side has not yet been, reached.
That drive or slope is 250 feet in length,
nod it is as rich at one endl as it is at the
other and getting richer at every foot. This,
,after all, may appear, to be a slight exag-
geration, but we invite inspection of this
Part of the country. The Government do
-not realise the asset we have there. It is
almost of fabulous wealth. Right through
the coun1try the same thing applies. This,
however, is the only mine that is reallyr de-
veloped in that direction. Amongst 'other
mines I heave inspected the Three
Sisters Mine, which has a lode of about
25 feet in width. It contains good
smelting ore, though not as rich as the
Surprise mine, but the ore would also be
milled at' Geraldton. We find in other mines
lodes of hundreds of feet in length. There
are, for instance, Gallagher Bros. who have
a tribute on the old Geraldine "'i ne.
These men are unfortunately suffering
under the bad conditions existing in
regard to royalties. They are paying
a big royalty to the owners of the
mine who have never worked it themselves.
Theyv have, however, taken over the respon-
sib ility of paying this royalty and are manl-
aging to do it. That lode extends for hun
dreds of feet, and these people, with primi-
tive methods, are making good. When we
take into consideration the fact that the Stir-
priso mine itself has sent to the Fremnantle
smelter something like 1,500 tons of lead
since Christmas, it will be recognised that
with facilities for smelting at command they
will bea able to make even greater efforts to-
wards success. in support of my argument,
we have to consider the treatment that has
11e1) nomted out to this country for a con-
siderable time. The Fremnantle Trading and
Smelting Company, according to thle answers
given to me by the leader of the Hotuse, have
already been backed to the extent of £18.000
by the Government, and during the second
tern, to the extent of £3,000. We claim that
if the Government were called upon to rea-
lise this £18,000, as they might Well be, the
amount would go a long way towards build-
ing a treatment plant in Geraldton. We have
had advioc to the effect that a plant capable
of treating 300 tons a week could be built for
something like £12,000. Surely the Govern.
inont, if they are justified in backing the
Fremantle Smelters to the extent of £18,000.
.and later on to the extent of £8,000, are jtisti-
fled also iii erecting a smelter at the door of
the field from which the ore that is treated
is really drawn. Again, in answer to a ques-

tioll, I learn, that the reason why
these people are charged £6 a to,
is onl account of thle increased cost of
maoterial and( thle increased cost of labour. At
Present Iani inclined to think that the reason
for the increase freum £4 a ton to £0 a tonl
was ot the increased cost of material or the
increase in wages, although mining requis~tcs
arc certainly dearer, but that the Prospectors
and sm~all owners in tile Northanmpton and
Geraldine districts have to contribute towards
thle juereaseci costs at tile Narra Tarra and
Baddera properties. That is nlot fair, and
it is high time the Government took a h]and
in the miatter. The great complaint hr the
locality is that the country cannot prosper unless
a smelter is constructed close at hand. The
peop~le there are practically at tile me)rcy of the
Fcl'untie Smelting and Trading Co. If that
company decides to close down1 tol-morrow these
People wvill also have to close down. This is a
Position which should not be allowed to exist.
Iis also a monopoly which should not be

tolerated. 'These people are paying these huge
amounts for thle treatment of their ore by peo-

ple, who say that tile cost of treatment is
nowl much .greater. To-day low grade pro-
Positions are being made to pay on the Golden
Mile, and the treatment Plants there are effec-
tive anid ha,-e not Cost more than they should
cost at Geraldtou. I trust that tile Govern-intent wmill take this matter into consideration,
and wrill consider thle fine asset they have in
this district, and thle possibilities which would
he created by the erection of Smelters at G,,-
aldtonl in the near future. I should like the
Goveronment to look around thle State to seefor themselves thle great Possibilities it pos-
sesses. As Mr. Ringsniilz has said, somebody
has to take the risk. We have suich things as
line deposits at Dongarra. We )lava h~eard a
lot of these from time to time. I ]lave been
through the area on various occasions, and I
cannot understand why the Governmnent do not
take upt this proposition.

Holl. WV. Ringenuill: Why do not private
people take it up?

Beol. J. W. H]ICKEY: I would do so if I had
thle necessary backing. There are possibilities
for the Government in that respect. The
People in the south are looking for the material
and all that is required is to back up a wagon
and take it away.

Hon. W. Kingsnuill: It sounds temptiag.
Holl'. J. WV. HICKEY: Other hon. members

haveI seen these deposits, and the leader'of the
Reuse himuself will know what the files say on
the matter. Thle lime is of good quality, and
all ready to go onl the land.

Holl- W. XingsmDill: I have heard that, too.
Honl. -T W. HJC KEY: It is a short-sighted

policy on the part of the Government not to
develop these deposits. What Mr. Ringsnill has
said about Java Soods very much like a fairy
tale, but we are all quite satisfied to take his
word]. According to hin, the Government are
short sighted in this direction. We have our
propositions at our very doors, but they are
not taking advantage of them. Why go to
Java? We have lime deposits at flongarra,
and lead mines at Northampton and Geraldine.
but the Government will not take advantage of
their existence. Now Mr. Xingsnmiii blames the
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Government for not taking advantage of the
possibilities of Java, Until we have cleaned
up these mines and the limo deposits at
Dongarra, and other riches of that description,
in our very midst, how can we hope for very
much of the Government so far as Java is
concerned? I intended to say, a little about
repatriation. That is a question which has
occupied a good deal of time in another place.
[t is also a matter in which every section of
the community takes a deep interest. Irrespec-
iv'e of what our opinions may be in other
directions, we are at bnc upon that question.
12 notice from the utterances of the Premier
that it is the intention of the Government
to repurchase estates. I trust that if they
are giving effect to these ideals and utterances
they will take into consideration the pastoral
leases on the Murchisons andi in the North-
West. Some of our lion, friends ridiculed that
proposition in connection with an amendment
moved] by Mr. Drew last session when the pas-
toral leases were under review. There are
ample opportunities, I am satisfied, for a man
with a small holding to make good in this
part of the country. The obiection was
raised at the time that a man would find it
difficult to hold on in drought periods, but
we hope that the establishment of freezing
works will altogether wipe out that olijection.
There are. great possibilities of freezing works
being established in Goraldton, and as the
Government have promised waterworks there,
which should have been erected long ago, we
hope that these freezing works .-will soon
materialise and become an accoThplished fact
That, as I say, will remove any objection on
the score of droughts in the Mlurchison, as
will the freezing works at Wyndham remove
the objection asr far as the North-West is
concerned. I am quite satisfied, from what
I have seen of the country, that a man with
1-00,000 acres or even less will make good there.
Some of them are certainly making good on
far smaller areas; and I think Mr. 'Miles,
whose ideas on decentralisation I ful agree
with, might liven up some of those constituents
of his. Take such an area as Minderno, for
instance, stretching miles upon miles along the
banks of the Ashburton-about 60 or 80 miles
-andi see that some of the holdings are given
a proper chance. To my mind it cosiue
to-day an absolute crime that such holdings
should -bo practically unused: or, at least, that
there should be practically nothing doing on
them. They are not one-half, or in some cases
not one-quarter stocked; and if they were cut
into smaller areas they would afford an oppor-
tunity of employment. For, there are in this
city to-day numbers of men keen and anxious
to seize a chance of this description and make
good. They are men who have been overseers
or managers of stations, and who are now
desirous of obtaining a piece of this country
so that they may, as I have said, make good
for themselves. I sincerely trust that in this
connection the leader of the House will bring
pressure to bear on the Cabinet for some steps
towards this end to he taken, that comhpara-
tively small holdings within reasonable Mas-
tance of the railway system shall be made
available on the Murchison for the repatria-
ti on of our soldiers. We of course fully rea-

lised, when the Government came into power,
that they had no intention of doing anything
in this direction. We criticised them on that
score at the last election, for we knew that
their iwin-the-war cry was practically nothing
but so much hyprocisy. We realised that
such was the case, and we stated it on
every Platform. We knew that the Gov-
ernment merdly took up that cry because it
was popular at the time. But the win-the-war
cry cannot be dissociated from repatriation:
from one end of the country to the other, the
man who talks the former must also talk the
latter. Ink that sense the Government have
been guilty of ineptitude. I understand that
something happened in another place to-night,
and it I had ten votes in another Chamber I
would east them all to turn out any Govern-
mnt hypocritical enough to state their atti-
tude as present Ministers have stated theirs,
and then adopt such a policy as has character-
ised this Government during the past twelve
monthsa.

The Colonial Secretary: Why should you
have ten votes I

Hon. J. W. HTICKEY: Some have ten votes.
There are other members in this State to-day
who have eight, and the time may come, possi-
bly, when I shall have ten. At the same time
I may be asked, "What do you suggest!"l It
is rather late in the evening to discuss the
question of repatriation; but, in any case, it
is not for a layman to make suggestions in
that connection. It is for the Government, or
for the people as a whole, to make suggestions
and take action. The statements made in the
public Press on the subject of repatriation we
have characterised as hypocritical; and be-
cause wre do so we are termed on many occa-
sions disloyaists, pro-Germans, Bolsheviks, and
other like names. To use the words of my
friend opposite, these epithets were quite un-
called for. I am always inclined to be highly
suspicious of those who make keen or violent
protestations of their loyalty. At the same
time my friends, and those who have been
associated with me in the various campaigns,
need side-step no man in this country as re-
gards loyalty to Australia and the Empire.
Next, as to being pre-dermans, I at least am
an Australian first of all, and a German last
of all. That is our position because we realise.
that Germany is a country of autocracy and
despotism. In the words of London, if the
military caste of Germany dominate the Euro-
pean continent, the light of Europe goes
out for ever. We do not wish to see
anything of this description come about,
and that is the reason why so many
of our kindred are away pouring ou t
their heart'f blood in defence of their country.
.As to our being Bolsheviks, I must confess that
thanks to our fine system of censorship I do
not clearly understand the term, which, there-
fore, so far as I know, may be rightly or may
be wrongly applied to us. Others may know,
but they must have information which has not
come into our possession. However, if My
reading of history is right-and I have
read a great deal of history-then Russia
has been all along a country of in-
trigue and corruption, and whatever Russia
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is to-day she cannot be worse than she
was in the -past. In the matter of repatria-
-tion, the present Government of Western Aus-
tralia have utterly failed; and, after all, re-
patriationc represents one of the most important
duties of the Administration. We claim also
that they have failed in other matters, but we
trust they Will nmako some amends for their
past misdeeds by endoavouriog to give at least
that consideration to the development of the
outback portions of this State which is need-
ful in order that prosperity may be reflected
on the cities and seaport towns of Western
Australia.

HTon, J. CUNNINGHAM (North-East)
[9.6]. In rising to support the motion for the
.adoption of the Address-in-reply I 'intend to
say a few words on some matters contained. in
-the Governor's Speech. As regard the gold-
mining industry, I was pleased to note from
the Speech, that it is the intention of the Gov-
ernnient to giv- support to that industry.
During the last two 'years, in travelling about
the eastern golclflelds, and, more latterly, the
Mur-chison goldfield, I have observed a very
-sharp decline in the activities of' the mining
companies and also in those of the mining com-
mnunities. As representing a golklflelds pro-
vince, I thought it necessary to make some in-
quiries with a view to ascertaining, if pos-
sible, the real cause. of the present depression
in gold mining. The cause was not far to
seek, We know that within the last three
years there have been no less than two in-
,creases in railway rates from the metropolitan
area to the country and the goldfields. In this
Chamber it has been pointed out that the last
increases of freights to the goldfields repre-
sented in the ease of Leonora no less than 1 IF.
or 12s. per ton, and something like 14s. or 1s.
per ton with respect to Meeltatharra; and that
there were pro rata increases as regards min-
ing centres lying between Meekatharra and
Cue or Mt. Magnet; and the coast, and Leo-
nora, Southern Cross, and Westonia on the
eastern goldlfields side. There is also additional
expense in the miatter of mining requisites. It
stands to-reason, as pointed out by Mr. Nichol-
son in his speech seconding the motion for the
adoption of the Ad dress-in -reply, that, gold
having a standard value of £E3 17s, 10C/2.

per ounce, the gold-mining industry cannot
be carried on at a profit if its costs are
to be ever on the increase. The addi-
tional railway freightage in itself is helpin~g
to kill gold mining in Western Australia. Sir
Edward Wittenoom, speaking here a few nights
ago, pointed out that it was no Wonder the
gold mining industry was on the down grade,
in view of the demands recently made by the
unionists, or the workers, consnected with that
industry, and in view of the awards granted
by the Arbitration Court. Let me point out,
however, that it is not the worker who is re-
sponsible for the demand for mo-re money. That
resp~onsibility lies on the people responsible
for increasing railway freighitage, and on the
peonle responsible for increasing the cost of
food supplies, the cost of the necessaries of
life, to the man working in the gold mining
industry. Those are the people who are re-
sponsible for the demands made on the mining

companies employing labour. It stands to
reason that if the cost of living is increased
to the uorkers, they in turn arc forced to mnake
demnands on the industry for the purpose of
meeting that increase in the coat Of living. It
is the dlesire of every inan working isi the rain-
ing industry, as or thle workers in all other
industries, to keep his wife and children, or
other dependants, something like hwmn beings
should ho kept. Thierefore, in searching for
the real reasons actuating the demands of the
toilers, we have first to take into consideration
the increase in railway treightage and in the
cost of living end of the necessaries of life,
which latter have been manipulated by those
few people in Australia who are making enor-
womes profits out of the Australian comnmunity
during this ear period, thereby doing seone-
thing toiards crippling what is to Western
Au~tralia one of the most essential industries.
I describe gold mining as an essential industry
because, after all, gold mining is the one in-
dustry to-clay from which cash is drawn, from
which gold is obtained. All other Australian
ind(ustries are being fostered and fad and
financed by either a State Government or the
Federal Government. But the gold mining in-
dustry has the gold; there is our credit; our
gold is there. For that reason gold mining,
with the other industries of Western Australia,
deserves the support and encouragement of any
Government, whether Liberal or Labour or,
as wre have now here, National.% What we wish
is to see the gold mining industry got its due,
receive that recognition which it should in
view of the vitally important part it
has played in the affairs of Western Australia
during the last 25 years. I am confident that
if the Government of this country will wake
Lip ±0 their responsibilities in the matter of
gold mining, they will he doing something most
beneficial not Only to the gold .mining industry
but also to the whole of the people of Western
Australia. It was pointed out by 'Mr. Nichol-
son that the Mining Association of Western
Australia had cabled to the Imperial Govern-
net asking for a bonus of not less than £1

per ounce on gold won within the borders of
Western Australia. I do not expect the Im-
perial Government will be so foolish as to con-
cede that request. -Whilst I admit that some-
thing is necessary for the encouragement of
gold production, where, I ask, is the fairness
in asking for a bonus of £1 per ounce on gold
won here? Take the various grades of mines.
A low grade ]mine in Western Anstralia will
have to treat an enormous tonnage of ore for
the purpose of recovering a certain amount of
gold. Then there are the rich mimics which are
operating and which can show a profit owing
to the grade of ore beingy higher. Row, there-
fore, is £1 per ounce -going to assist the gold-
mining industry in Western Australia? We
are going to feed up those people who are
ever prepared to make money at the expense
of any industry andj who will go on increasing
the cost of mning requisites, and thus
take all the profit or whatever good may accrue
to any gold-mining company, syndicate, or
prospector receiving the honna. I~t is not the
£1 per ounce that is required; what we want
is for the Federal Government to act in con-
Junction with the TIperial Government for the
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purpose of controlling the price of mining
requisites. By doing that we shalt not allow
the profiteers who are operating not only here
but in Great Britain, to bleed those who are
engaged in the production of gold. The Corn-
ionwealth Government should act with the
Imperial Government in the direction of get-
tiug the necessary supplies of miining requisites
at the cheapest possible rate, and then control
the sale of those articles. If "e were to do0
that we would assist the gold-mining industry.
The present Government or any other Govern-.
mnent that may come into existence will have
to take into consideration the necessity for
decreasing the freights on materials which are
required in connection with the industry. If
we are not prepared to do that, I cannot see
that much good will result. Reduction of
freights is one of the essentials that should he
taken in hand. Otherwise we shall starve

the industry and that will be to the detri-
aient not only of the people who own the gold
mines, but also those engaged in working
them and the State as well. Surely the
Government must be aware of the import-
ance of keeping the industry alive, and
Surely they also know that there are people
in Australia to-day who are making money
out of the war who need controlling. If we
are going to allow the cost of the necessaries
of life to be increased to the men engaged
in the mining industry or other primaery in-
dustries , we must naturally expect to see
those People try to pass on the increases by
asking for increases in wages. That is where
the push will come from. If we can reduce
the cost of living 10 or 15 per cent., the men
will be ready enough to recognise that as
an increase of wages to the same extent.
It is not the desire of the men to see the in-
dustry perish by over-burdening it -with
costsI but something has to be done by the
Government and the commercial people in
Western Australia. There are people out-
side of the Government who can greatly as-
sist the mining industry by giving that con-
sideration and attention to it which will
bring about some reduction in the cost Of
production. passing on from the gold mining
industry, I desire to refer to the WoOrOlOO
sanatorium. There has been a lot said on
the goldfields recently in connection with
this sanatorium. Many people arc of the
opinion that the sanatorium should never
have been removed from Goolgardie. I am
not prepared to pass an Opinion on that mat-
ter. I am not a medical man and theref ore
do not know. The sanatorium was built for
the purpose of the treatment of tubercular
cases and for the purpose of effecting Cures,
if possible. I believe,' however, that the ex-
perience uip to date,-so far as the sanatorium
is concerned, is that instead of it being used
as a sanatorium it is used as a home for in-
curables. If the place was built as a sana-
torium it should be used as such. We know
that a groat number of cases come from the
goldfields; we know also that quite a nu--
her of those eases are in an advanced stage
when they reach the sanatorium, and so far
as I can judge the earlier eases are not given
a chance owing to the sanatorium being used
as a place for incurables rather than as an

institution for the treatment of the disease-
There is a chance of doing some good for
the patients who are in the earlier stages of
the disease, but whilst advanced cases are
sent there, the other patients have very little
hope of recovering. The very fact of going
there where so many patients are incurable
h-as such a depressing effect on them that
that retards their recovery. That should* be
taken into consideration by the Government.

lHon. G. J. G. W. 'Miles: Cannot they be
kept separatel'

Ron. J. CUNNINGHAM: They may be,
but the distances would not he very much.
I have been to Wooroloo on three occasions
and I know that the buildings which are
erected do not cover a great area of land.
Whilst there may be a slight separation, it
is not necessarily a segregation of the in-
curables from those suffering in the early
stages of the disease. The Government
would be doing some good by discon-
tinuing the practice of sending advanced
eases to Wooroloo. In 1917 the Fed-
erated Mining Employees' Association at
Kalgoorlie-made a request to the then Minis-
ter for Mines at a conference held in Ral-
goorlic that the Minister should take action
for the purpose of excluding consumptivtis
from underground work. Nothing came of
that request nor has -anything been heard
as to what action the Government propose to
take. Tust consider what it means for a
healthy n to go undergronndand work in
a cross-cut, stope, or drive with a man suf-
fering from tuberculosis. It will be agreed
tha~t the claim made by the association was
a legitimate one. This kind of thing has
heen going on for years. Tubercular work-
men have been allowed to go down in mines
and poison the levels in which they are em-
ployed. It was pointed out by Dr. Cump-
ston when he was making an investigation
into the prevalence of miners' complaint in
1911 that the Great Fingal mine was the
greatest source of infection amongst the
miners in Western Australia, and it is gen-
erally believed by men connected with the
industry that the disease exists in almost
every mnine in the State. It is a well known
fact that tubercular men are to-day engaged
in the mining industry and have been en-
gaged in it for many years, and that they
are working alongside healthy miners. This
state of affairs should not be allowed to
exist, It is time the Government of Western
Australia woke up to this danger. We pro-
vide upwards of £7,000 per ann for the
Mfine Workers Relief Fund for the purpose
of relieving men suffering from miners'
complaint and the dependants of men in-

juitred or unfit to continue in their occupa-
tiou. At the same time we allow to go on
the kind of thing to which I have referred.
A man suiffering from fibrosis has a chance to
-live after severing his connection with the
industry, but if he contracts consumption
with it,' his life is very short. This is cer-
tainly a matter which the Minister for Mines
should give attention to. At the present
time we give these people no chance because
we put healthy men and consumptives to-
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gether to work in confined spaces. I have
no doubt it will be said that the question of
expense will have to be taken into considera-
tion, bnt there is no expense so great that it
should be allowed to stand in the way of
the Government doing something in the
direction which has been suggested.
A lot has been said about repatriation. I can
add very little, but I have realised ever since
the outbreak of war and men started to go
away from Western Australia this was a prob-
lem" we had to face. We all know that no one
had a monopoly of time knowlelge, but I regret
to say the Government have not up to the
present made that mnore so necessary to meet
the case of men returning. It has been pointed
out in the Speech that there is a scarcity of
Crown lands that provision will be made for
the repurchase of estates for soldier settle-
mnent. That may he very well. I rather claim
that the Government have a splendid oppor-
tunity of providing a tax on the unimproved
values of land, of making land adjacent to the
railways available for the purpose of absorb-
ing our returnel soldiers. People are not
going to hold the land at a loss. That land
has to he put to uise. Our railway system runs
through some of the best land in the State. We
carry out our railway system showing a loss
annually. We know the only possible way the
railways can he made to pay or at least made
to show something like an even balance is to
produce somethiug to carry over the railways.-
It may be pointed out we have no means of
sending our produce away, but the land being
prepared -for the repatriation of soldiers will
not reader an immediate return. By passing
the necessary legislation to tax the unim-
proved values of. lands in Western Australia,
we do net throw a burden on the primary pro-
ducer. We do not confiscate his land but we
mnake possible the use of land now being held
by firms and Individuals, making available that
land for use and not allowing it to be held
for speculation as it is at present. We are also
going to get some of the unearned inerenmeat
accruing to the properties within the metro-
politan areas. That is where the land values
of Western Australia lie. It is pointed out to
the House that money is needed to carry on
the government of the country. If money is
needed there is the source from which we can.
draw and we can get it by levying a tax on

thme unimproved values of land. Regarding
the repurchase of estates I have read
some little history about, not only in
connection with Western Australia hut right
throughout the Commonwealth. We know what
it means here. We have the Avoudale estate.
What 'has been done therel What figure was
paid for the land9 Then we have the Yanda-
nooka estate. What has been the experience of
tme Government in regard to that? Have we
received the returns or the settlement that was
expected? I am making these remarks for the
purpose of asking the Government in the
event of going on with the repurchase of es-
tates, to use that caution so necessary to not
only safeguard the State but also the man
who it is proposed to put on the land. We
should not ask a, price that will not enable
those placed there to make good in the
future. Also, the price should he such that it

is going to he no block to the man making
application or intending to make application
for the land to settle on. So far as returned
soldiers are concerned, there again with re-
gard to repatriation, it should be just as well
for us to look at our own action, review our
own position. 'What is this Chamber doing?
What is it going to do so far as the political
rights of soldiers and their dependants are
concerned. Nothing is proposed by the Gov-
emuient. Almost every man and woman in
Western Australia hss been only too pleased
to farewell our meii when going away to fight,
but there has been no suggestion made. Whilst
we acknowledge that they are of our best and
say that on returning to Western Australia
nothing is too good for the soldier, yet no at-
tempt has been made to enfranchise the sol-
dier, as far as this Chamber is concerned. No
attempt has been made so far as I know in the
direction of taking any returned soldier and
dependlants inito consideration, to say nothing
of the whole of the people of the State, who
have made sacrifices in connection with the
war. I think wve should show some sincerity.
If a mian is prepared to go away, and a parent,
a mother or a father is prepared to give con-
sent to a son to go and fight for the country,
we should recognise the efforts of the people
whoG are prepared to fight for the retention of
Western Australia, so far as the franchise
qualification of the Council is concerned. I
say it is all hyprocisy to farewell the umen
end give them welcomes on their return saying
that nothing is too good for them and then
denmy thmi the right of full eitizenship. A4
person who has no right to vote for this Chain-
her-where is the free citizenshipi He can
fight f or the country and the fraachise quali-
fication, hut he is not to enjoy the rights un-
less he holds the necessary property qualifica-
tion. It is not so in old countries en-
gaged in the war. Something has been done in
Great Britain to broaden the franchise. Some-
thing has been dlone in Canada to broaden the
franmehise, yet in 'Western Australia all we say
is,'"Give thenm all sorts of credit which is tIheir
due for the fight they put up for the interests
of Australia," yet this Government has of-
fered no facilities so far as an amendment of
the Constitution Act is concerned to confer on
them the full rights of ciitzenship in regard to
a vote for this Chamber. If our men are pre-
pared to fight fur Australia, and the whole
population are prepared to back Great Britain
uip and the allied forces in connection witb the
war, the time has arrived when we should con-
sider seriously the reform of our franchise
qualification for the purpose of enabling them
to have full vote and voice in the government
of the State.

lion. G. J. Gr. W, Miles: The land gives
them that right.

Hon. J. CUNNKINGH&M: You are not
going to put thomin all on the land. We liavs
committees to train these men. The man going
on the land will have the opportunity of the
protection of the Constitution Act as it exists
to-day, but the ether men who are coming back
and who at the present are receiving the atten-
tion of the vocational training committees, they
will not have the qualification, and yet we per-
mit them to go along and deny them the right

18.5



JICOUNCIIJ.J

of full citizenship, so far as the State Con-
stitution is concerned. Under the Federal Con-
stitution they have lull rights of citizenship.

lion. WV. Kingsmill: And they have "'ado
nice use of themi.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: I must confess
I did not assist them to make use of it in
electing the National Government on the
5th Miay, 1917. A lot has been said about
the population, It was said in this Chamber
that the financial burden was too great for the
population we have in. Western Australia of
something like 800,000 people, and we 'also
know that there has to be at least some en-
deavour in the direction of establishing in-
dustries and only recently I noticed-I admit
the matter has been given a lift by Mr. Miles-
that there has since been a demand for the in.
troduction of coloured labour into the State. 'I
believe I noticed in the ''Primary Producer"
that one of the branches of the Country party
has an item for discussion or had it discussed,
however, it is there, with a view of amending
the Country party constitution and any safe-
guard they have of the introduction of coloured
labour or Asiatics. I do not say it has become
the policy of the Country party, but the re-
quest has been made by a branch of the
Country party. It may not receive the sanc-
tion of the Country party. Then again, at
Katanning only a few weeks ago, this matter
was agitating the minds of the agricultural
community in that centre and it was brought
before a branch of the A.K.A. They had a
discussion on the question, and those advocat-
ing the introduction of Asiatics or coolies won
the debate. This is what is going on. The Royal
Agricultural Commission brought dowa a
report within the last year pointed out that
owing' to the scarcity of labour in the agri-
,cultural industry the matter of coloured labour
might have to be taken into consideration. I
want to say that this matter has to be wvatched.
This is one of those things which is likely to
bring trouble into the country. Have our mn
gone away to fight, to open the door so that
Asiatics and coloured labourers. can Come11 into
this country and work?

1Hon. W. Kingsmill: You cannot get them.
Hfon. .1. CUlN-INGHAM:j- They cannot be got,

I admit, as far as Indians are concerned, owing
to the awful treatment in the Fijian Islands.
The Indian people revolted at the conditions
imposed on their countrymen. That is why
they cannot be got- We know how coloured
labour has been treated in any country into
which they have been introduced. We also
know the people of Australia stand for a white
Australian policy.

Hon. G. J. G. W. Miles: -Mistaken.
Hun. J1. CIJNNINsGI{AM: I claim it is not.

Whet is what they are there for. They do not
want any crowd to come here and introduce
,coloured labour into Australia. They have
gone to fight for the Principles and ideals of
Australia. After all, I do not know that there
is such a scarcity of labour as we are told of
by those who are desirous of taking advantage
,of the position with a view to introducing
coloured labour.

Hlon. G. J. G. W. Miles: How are you going
to develop the 'North?

Eon. J. CUNNINGHAM: We will develop
it nubt white labour.

Hon. G. J. G. W. Miles: Wheat
Hon. T. CULNNINGHAMN: I cannot say, but

I am of Opinion that the North will be de-
veloped by white labouir when we hare in
Australia a union system of Government, with
special provision for local development. When
we get nway from this centralisation policy
whic-h has been practised ever since Australia
has had Responsible Government, then we shall
develop the North.

Hon. X1. J. Holmes:- Your remarks to-night
on mininig have convinced ine that mining is
not an occup~ation for white me".

Ron. Jr. CUNNIIGIIAM: I can prove all
that I say. 1 can back my remarks by the reports
of three Royal Commissions that have investi-
gated different phases of the industry, I do
not know that Mr. Holmes would put black
men into the mining industry. I wish to refer
to the farmers' co-operative m~ovement in West-
ern Australia in conjunction with the Country
party. I have heard a number of members
of the Country party remark that they do
not believe ini State enterprise but believe
in encouraging private enterprise; yet we find
that those people have identified themselves
with the co-operative movement. I want to tell
them that co-operation is a measure of socialism.
Yet we find Country party menibers denying
that they are socialists, The great success of
the co-operative movement in Western Aus-
tralia was made possible by socialism, by the
establishmnent of the Industries Assistance
Board by a socialistic Labour Govern-
meni- And those people say they do not
believe in anything hut private enterorise.
Without the Industries Assistance Board the
co-operative movement of the Westralian Far-
mers, Ltd., and the Country party could never
have succeeded. It was only the Industries
Assistance Board, from which they are draw-
ing their cash, which made it possible for the
Westralian Farmers' co ~operative movement
to succeed. It is well known, and it is not
necessary for me to elaborate the matter, be-
cause it is recognised throughout the State.
When they start talking about private enter-
prise they have to forget the gains they have
made through the action of the socialistic
Labour Government in establishing the Indus-
tries Assistance Board. Much has been said
of the State trading concerns. Mr. Clarke is
desirous of disposing of the whole of them,
and Mr. Kingemill also is is favour of such
disposal. He says they are not a payable pro-
position.

Hion. W. Kingsinill: But it is not for that
renson alone. 18

Hon. 3. CUTNNINGHAM: Other members
pointed out that in the' interests of the State
the trading concerns should bhe disposed of at
the earliest posible moment. Personally, I do
not look to see the State trading concerns
working at a profit during the war period. They
ate not to be run as profiteering concerns, but
are intended to be run in the inlErests of the
people; that was the purpose of their estab-
lishmnent. Again, Mr. Kingsmill referred to
the railways. I believe he would be prepared
to dispose of the State railways.
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Hon. WV. Kingamill: What makes yon think
that?

I-on. J. CUNNINGHAM: Because you re-
marked that you were not prepared to say
that the State ownership of railways was in
the best interests of the State.

H-on. W. IKingsmill: I must be more care-
ful as to what I say.

lion. J. CUNNINGHAM: Although Mr.
Clarke spoke of the disposal of the State
trading concerns, I am not prepared to believe
that he desires the disposal of the State rail-
ways. The State railway system in Western
Australia is not showing a profit to-day. Be-
cause the State trading concerns are showing
a loss during the war period they must be
disposed of, but we do not hear the same
in regard to the State railways. I know that
the Midland Railway Co. are also up against
State railways. We are all aware of what
has beeu going on in England during the last
few months. We can look to those people who
are up against the retention of State trading
concerns to ask for their disposal right away.
But the Government can see that the people of
Western Australia will not tolerate the sale
of the State trading concerns (luring the -war

period. It is asking the uiovernmuent to sariflee
the people's money. In the event of the Gov-
ernment deciding to dispose of the State trad-
ig concerns next week, what price could they
get for them? Members must know, that it
cannot be done, that it is not in the interests
of the people. We are not going to ask the
Government to give away that which has
cost thousands of pounds. Again, no doubt
many of the people who are calling out for
the disposal of the State trading concerns
desire to see them disposed of dluring the war
period, so that they might not have an op-
portunity of making good after the war. Per-
sonally, I do not look to the Government to
make the State trading concerns profitable.
I know that the Government arc hostile to
those "oncerns. They have said so. They are
hostile to the very prinaipie of State trad-
ing concerns.

Hon. J. Ewing: They are trying to make
them pay.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: I require evi-
dence of that. I do not expect the present
Government to try to make those enterprises
pay. We know that the Minister for Works
has said on many occasions that it is not his
policy to make them pay. Another matter on
which T may be permitted to say a few words
is the recent inter-State Treasurers' Con-
ference. We understand that our Treasurer
attend that conference for the purpose of meet-
ing the other State Treasurers and the Com-
monwealth Treasurer in connection with the
financial relationship between the States and
the Commonwealth. That subject certainly was
dealt with. But we find also that the conference
was used for another purpose, altogether
foreign to the finneal. position. We know that
an attempt was made at that conference, with-
out authorisation from the Parliament of any
State, to restrict the sphere of operations of
the Federal Arbitration kJourt. That attempt
was unsuccessful, certainly, but the State
Treasurers received from the acting Prime
Minister a promise that the matter should be

reviewed at a future conference. And then,
whilst this is going on, we find the Press of
Australia taking up the question of the action
of the workerq in iegard to the one big
union. I have referred to the action of the
State Treasurers, together with that of the
commuercial institutions, which met iin Mel-
bourne in September, 1917, and decided to
formu a company with a capital of £100,000
for the purpose of fighting Unionism. Then
there was the conference of agricultural repre-
sentatives which met in New $outh Wales only
two months ago and decided to build up a fund
of £60,000 for the purpose of fighting
organised Labour. No less than £17,000
was suhscribed at the conference. The
capitalistic Press of Australia condemned
the action of the workers in combining
into one big organisation for the pro-
tection of their interests, but there is not
a -word of condemnation of the confer-
ence held in Melbourne for the purpose of
raising £100,000 to fight unionism, nor of the
conferene in New South Wales to raise £60,000
for the same purpose, nor of the use that was
made of the Treasurers'I Conference to push the
fight in the interests of the capitalistic institu-
tions and the Employers Federation of Austra-
lia. There was not one word of condemnation
against these, yet when the workers realise the
position with which they are faced it is no-
thing but condemnation for them. If the peoplea
permit this sort of thing to go on, one cannot
blame the workers if they are forced into a
big organisation for the purpose of protecting
their interests. No matter what can be said
ahout restricting tie activities of various or-
ganisations that are trending towards one big
union,' it is going to come, and all the
eff orts of capitalism cannot stop it.
Again, only this month two of the fin-
ancial institutions in Melbourne, the Na-
tional Bank and the Colonial Bank of
Australia, decided on amalgamation. There
was no condemnation of that. These financial
institutions can come together, what for? For
the purpose, no doubt, as wre are told, of
greater efficiency. That is the idea of the one
big union. We want greater efficiency.

Hop. W. Xingsmnill: In what?
Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: In Organisation,

of course.
Hon. W. Kingsmill: Ohl I thought, perhaps,

it was in labour. I beg pardon.
Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: That is what they

-want in the banks. They want greater effici-
ency. They are working on the same lines as
the one big union. Every-thing is working in
the direction of unification, The employers are
working in that direction, the banks are work-
ing in that direction, even the churches, we are
told, are forming a union. Everything is work-
ing ia the direction of unification. The toilers
are working in the same direction. They are
endeavouring to bring about an organisation
sufficiently strong to protect their interests.
That will also be the case in connection with
the Governments of Australia. Mr. Sanderson
has repeatedly pointed out, when dealing with
the financial question as affecting Australia,
that the only solution he can see is
unification. We know that it must come.
The cost of government is so great that the
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people of Australia cannot continue to stand it.
Something has got to be done. I know there is
sonic confusion with reference to the meaning
of the word "unification." I place my own
construction oin it and say, it means a union
Parliameont to legislate and deal with ques-
tions of national character, and the
creation of provincial parliaments to deal
with purely local affairs. If that is
brought about we are going to get a better
system of government than we have now, both
in the interests of the people of the Common-
wealth and the people of Western Australia.
Let us take into -consideration the size of this
State. Is it possible to get good government
hero with the seat of governmlent in Perthl
Unaificntion is standing out ahead of the pee-
ple, and will be accomplished and forced upon
the people owing to the great cost of govern-
ment under which we are at present labouring.
I have much pleasure in supporting the motion
for the adoption of the Address-in-reply.

len. C. F. BAXTER (Honorary Min-
istor)-East) [10.0]: 1 intend to occupy
but a little time in referring to state-
mueats which hanve been iiiade by
bon, members. Air, Kirwan said in
regard to the expenditure on depart-
ments for 1917-18, as compared with the year
1016-17, that the Agricultural Department
showed an increase of £.5,956. Evidently hie
has excluded the figures relating to business
undertakings. In at comparison of this kind,
which purposes to relate to the department
ais a whole, all the activities of the depart-
mieut should be included, If the department
is able to effect economy in the conduct of
its business undertakings, then such economy
is just as important to the finances of thu
State as ecoinmies in other directions are,
The total figures onl the Consolidated Re-
venue account fur the Department of Agri-
culture are as follows:-The total expendi-
ture in 1916-17 was £9105.735, and in 1917-
IS there was a reduction to £08.463. Undler
agriculture genrally-I do not refer to the
business undertakings-there is ain increase
of £E5,809, whereas business undertakings
show a decrease of £J1,581. Taking the re-
venue, we find a decided improvement. The
total revenue for 1916-17 amounted to
£30,849, whereas for the year just passed ,
1917-18, it amounted to £E86,198, an increase
in revenue of £5,349. Taking the excess of
expeiiditure over revenue in 1-916, it
inmonnted to £24.886, whereas for the year
just ended it amounted to £.2,265. Conipar-
ing the net results to the Treasury in the
two years of the financial operations of the.
department, there is shown for 1917-18 a
differenice of £C12,62t in favour of the Trea-
sury. Mr. Kirwan stated that the expeodi-
ture for 1917-18 amounted to £54,433, where-
as the expenditure on agriculture generally,
that is excluding business undertakings,
amiounted to £53,791. The difference is made
lip in the inclusion of £647, which was ex-
pended on the wool classing scheme. This
should have been included in the business
undertakings, but was, included tinder the
heading of agriculture generally. As a fact,
out of the £647, £E493 has been paid into re-
venue, leaving a balance of £154, which

covered principally alterations to shted and
cost of fittings. Moreover, in considering
these figures, it is necessary to take into ac-
count the exceptional circumstances in re-
gard to the measures taken to deal with the
r-abbi t pest. The ''Contingencies'' expendi-
ture on the eradication of the pest for 1916-
17 wns £l1, 316, and for 1917-18 it was
£1.7,065, showing an increase for the latter
year of V£5,249i. Fer the first time last year it
was decided to deal only with the eradica-
tioni of rabbits on the worst breeding places
on Crown lauds, and to distribute poison
free to the local authorities and to groups of
settlers. The expenditure in 1917-18 on this
service was £5,066. Therefore, if the special
now expenditure of £-5,066, on the distribu-
tion of free poison and the eradication of
rabbits on Crown lands, is set off against the
net increase of £5,309 under agriculture gen-
orally it is shown that on the ordinary fune-
tions of the department, that is, including
£:1,200 additional expenditure en the wheat
branch, that is particularly in connection
with the Narrogin school of agriculture,
which branch returned an additional amount
of £1,100 to revenue, the increase amounted
to only £243, apart from business undertak-
ings, and a saving of £7,272 if business un-
dertakings -nre included. Owing to the alter-
ations, effected, it is anticipated that this
year there will be a saving of £2,000 on the
salaries of the Department of Agriculture.
This, T mnaintain, is a considerable saving,
when we take into account that the whole
of the salaries of the department only
amount to a little over £16,000. As a matter
of fact, fronm the comnmencement of the year
that I took over the department there hanve
been re-arrangemients, and a number of re-
tirerneuts front the salaried staff have been
effected. This will effect a saving of, I
should ay, £1,422. There are improvements
also carried out in practically every one of
the different sections of the department. It
is too late now to deal with these matters.
Mrt. Holmes criticised the actions of the Gov-
ermnent in appointing a general manager for
the W~rndhnm freecing works.

liell. J1. J. Holmes: A general manager, an
assistant general manager, and a manager.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER (Honorary Minister):
How can we have a general mnanager, an as-
sistant general manager, and a manager?
There never was a manager for the works.

.too. W, Kinysmnill: There were no works.
Hion. 0. P. BAXTFER (Honorary Minister):

MPr. lhes said that we had a competent
in in charge of the works now who could
have controlled thenm successfully.

lion. JI. T. Holmes: I rise to a point of
order. I never made any such statement, and
the Honorary Minister knows it.

Hon. C. P. BAXTER (Honorary Minister):
As far as my miemory serves me the lion.
member dlid say so.

The PRESIhENTt The lion. member must
accept the statement of Mr. Holmes.

lion. C. Fi. BAXTER (Honorary Minister):
I do accept it. It was stated that Mr. Dal-
ton could carry on the management of the
works. I say that Mr. Dalton was not quali-
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fled to carry on the Wyndhiam works as a
freezing, cool storage, and canning proposi-
tion, As a matter of fact, he is an engineer
and a good one, and a suitable man for the
position lie occupies. As regards carrying on
the proposition as a business undertaking, lie
has no qualifications for it. Mr. Miles, I think,
supported the action of the Government in
that respect, and I have no doubt that he has
given a considerable amiount of consideration
to the question. Mr. Holmes could not have
given any consideration to it, or he would have
supported the Government in appointing a
competent man such as we have appointed to
take charge of these works. Mr. Dalton is an
engineer and not anl expert.

ion. W, Kingsimill: Are they finished yet?
Hon. C. P. BAXTER (Honiorary Minister) :

Mr. Millington said that we were coniiitted to
a large expediture on the Agricultural Depart-
nient. As a matter of fact, this department
cannot be looked upon as a revenue-producig
department, but still the position is that it is
only costing this State an amiount of a little
over E12,000 more than last year. Mr. Allen
made a statement in reference to the Royal
Commission and its many duties with regard
to the wheat sehenic. His statenient appeared
to be perfectly true. The select committee's
recommendation was that the Wheat 'Marketing
Bill before the House should be piassed subject
to certain amendments, on the understanding
that the Government should forthwith appoint
a Royal Commission consisting of members of
both Houses, acting without remuneration, to
inquire into all matters connected with the
control of the wheat scheme since its icep-
tion, and to advise as to its future operations
and control. The "Gzte'notice issued on
the 14th June, 1918,.appointing the Royal Coin-
.mission described their functions as being ''to
inquire into and report upon the working of
the wheat marketing scheme under the Wheat
'Marketing Act, 19126.'' It, however, has
always been assumed, both by the officers of
the Scheme and( by the Premier and by iuy-
self as Minister, that the scone was to inquire
into all matters connected -with the control of
thle Scheme since its inception and to adlvise us
as to its future operations and control. In
this connection the Premier mninuted on the 20th
June as follows:-

The Royal Commuission having been ap-
pointed in complliance with a resolution
passed in Parliament, it will now be for the
Commnission to consider howv far the scope
of their inquiry should extend. Upon the
report of the Commission, it will then be
for the Government to consider what shall
be done.

The task submitted to the Royal Coniission
is one of great magnitude. I think every
credit is due to the members of the Commis-
sion for the earnest way in which they have
attended to their duties, and for the energy
they have displayed in making their inquiries
into all mnatters affecting thme workcing of time
Scheme. I think when their recommenclations
are made they will he of value to the Govern-
inent in respect to the future handling of our
wheat. T have no intention of dealing with
matters which are before time Commission, be-
yond making reference to a statemnt which

has been made in ptublie. It has been reported
in the Press that the Chairmnim of the Royal
Commission, in eliciting evidence franm the
secretary of the 'Wheat Scheme, mamde a certain
statement which, if correct, would tend to put
the Government and tile Minister in contrul
of the Scheme in an invidious light. T1he chair-
mnan was reported to have stated-

The Minister asked the Wheat Advisory
Beoard to carry a resolution that the agency
agreement should be drawn up on the saint
terms as last year, knowing -that the evi.
deuce before the Coemmission had criticised
very severely the terms applied last year.

Again hie says-
Then so far as the Conission is conl-

cerned, there is no necessity for us to muakc
any further recomimendation regarding the
acquisition of the 1918-19 wheat and our
business could cease at once.

A further statemuent goes on to say-
Does it not appear to you as though the

Coummu1issiemi is told to go to Hell and( do
wChat it likes?

Whncm r. gave evidence before the Commission 1
Rtressed 1 he point that we couldl not possibly
stay our hand in connection with the umore urn
uortant phaoses of the Scheine, lpelinii the
receipt of a report of sufficient importance tc
guide us inl the control, handling, and manage-
inet of next season 's wheat. Onl the 19th July
the Advisory Boarid caused an invitation to be
issued to thle various wheat firms to quote for
acquiring tile liew scason' s wheat under eor-
buin conlditions thaft thle B3oard bad drawn UP.
Tme Premnier immediately received a letter from
the Royal Commission asking that the 0ov-
ernent should stay their hand, as otherwise it
would be useless for the Commission to con-
tinue to inqnire regarding the handling of thr
wheat. Onl the 24th the Premier replied to the
ehairnian of the Royal Commission to the effect
that the receipt of the information asked fox
from the wheat firms would assist the Commis-
sion rather than otherwise, but -pointed out
that in any ease it was not the intention of
the Government to attempt to finalise any
arrangement until it was known whether there
was a reasonable chance of Parliament approv-
ing it and passing the necessary enabling legis-
lationl. In reply to that, the commission made
a statement to the Press to the effect that the
invitatinn for quotes woold have a tendency to
prevent the giving of evidence before the Com-
mission by certain wheat firmis who had -pro-
posred giving their opinion on the past working
of time wheat scheme. At the next meeting of
Cabinet the Government decided that in view
of the representations of the Royal commission
the invitations to tender which liad been issued
by' the Wheat Marketing Advisory Board should
be withdrawn pending presentation of the
Comnmission 's report. The Commission were
advised accordingly on the 1st August, but
they were asked to make their -report, if pos-
sible, available by the 14th of that month, so
that the handling arrangements might be corn-
pleted by the enid of August on reasonable
termis and at economical mates, g-nhjet. of
course, to subsequent ratification by Parlia-
mneat. On the 13th August the Commission
advised the Premier that it would not be pos-
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sible to report by the 14th, but that the Com-
mission were anxious that a re':ort should be
presented at an early dlate, and that no time
should be lost in doing so. On the 20th Au-
gust the Premier wrote to the Commission to
this effect-

I note the comiprehensive nature of your
investigations. I a~m quite appreciative of
your difficulties in &ibinittig an early report
iii view of the very exhaustive inquiries that
are being made; and I am sure you will give
the Government the benefit of your advice
as early as you reasonably can. Unfortun-
ately, however, the delay is placing the Gov-
ernment in a very peculiar position, particu-
larly with respect to making arrangements
for acquiring the wheat. If arrangements
are to be ensured on reasonable terms, and
at economical rates, it is necessary that it
shall be known by the last days of this
month which, if any, agency is to operate.
As you are aware, the Westralian Farmers,'Ltd., already has throughout the country a
complete organisation, whereby it can read-
ily deal with the wheat as it comes in; but
unless sufficient time is provided to enable
an effective country organisation to be built
up, either by the other agents or by the
scheme, the Government may be forced into
the position of having to accept the agency
of that company and at a price, and subject
to termns, that they may dictate. It is true
that the Government is in entire sympathy
with the co-operative movement in the State,
and is prepared to consider any reasonable
proposal emanoating from the farmers' co-
operative companies for handling the coming
harvest, hut as guarantor for the Federal
Government it must consider the interests of
the State and of the general taxpayer, and
not to be placed in the position of being conm-
pelled to pay for any services at a renmunera-
tion wholly unreasonable. I am sure that
under these circumstances yon will make a
very special effort to give the Government
the benefit of your advice with respect, at
any rate, to the acquiring services for the
coming seso' crop.

It is now the 5th September, and although the
Premier's letter was written 10 days ago the
C0overnment have received no reply whatever
front the Royal Commission, nor any indica-
tion of their intentions. The first the Govern-
ment have seen, since the Premier 's letter was
written, are the extraordinary statements 11L
the daily Press, made by the chairman of the
Commission when examining a witness. flon.
members will see, therefore, that the Govern-
ment uwerc willing to wait until the end of
August before attempting to do anything that
might be construed as a reflection in any wa.y
on the activities of the Royal Commission.
Certain suggestions have been received from
the We5stralian Farmers, Ltd., and from the
co-operative societies for co-operative bandling
in connection with the whale of the wheat from
farm to ship, and these were submitted to the
Advisory Board at their ordinary meeting on
the 29th August, two days before the end of
the month. It was understood that the board
would not be meeting for another fortnight,
and the Government desired to get the hoard's

advice, iii anticipation of coming to some
arrangements as soon after the end of the
month ais possible. Of course it was not neces-
sary from the Government's point of view that
the co-operative societies shduld know the de-
cision, but it certainly was imperative that the
Government should have before themn a reason-
able offer for such services, and at such rates
and on such conditions, as the Wheat Market-
ing Advisory Board appointed under the Act
could recommend. Even to-day the Govern-
ineut do not know what is in the mind of the
Royal Commission with respect to the handling
of next season 's crop, although the Government
asked for an expression of opinion by the 14th
of last month. It has been asked, why is there
such great urgency to settle the matter now
when the Royal Commission are sitting, seeing
that last year it was settled two months later?
The ansnwer to that question, of course, is that
last year there were comipetitive orranisations
in the field], and that thus the Government were
in a position to say to any agent, '"These terms
are unreasonable;, we will not employ you."
This year, there is at present only one organ-
isation in the field. Rion, members will realise
that unless the Government know whether the
terms on which the co-operative companies--
whomn the Government desire to assist as far
as is reasonable and practicable-are prepared
to handle are reasonable or not, and know it
now, they are absolutely in the hands of the
Westralian Farmers Ltd., because no one else
would be able to get an organisation ready in
time to handle the coming harvest unless get-
ting an early start. Everything in connection
with the scere is u-eli tinder way. The Pub-
lic Works Department and the Railway De-
partment are making all the necessary arrange-
ments for the erection of sheds at depots sad
for the construction of the sidings required.
It is anticipated that the conming crop will he
at least 10 million bushels, and lion. members
will realise that every farthing per bushel com-
mission paid in the acquiring of the wheat
means approximately £10,000. The draft
letter which the Advisory Board recoin-
macsided should be signed by the West-
tralian Farmers Ltd., and to which the
Rtoyal Commission seem to 'take such strong
exception, reads-as follows-

Perth, 21st August, 1918. The Hon, the
Minister in Control of the Wheat Scheme,
A.MY. Buildings, Perth. Dear Sir,-Wheat
A.cquiring Agency, 1938/19. Further to my
letter to you of 8th August and my letter
to the Hon. the Premier of the 12th idem,
relative to the handling of wheat of the
1918/19 harvest and the care, storage, and
shipping of other wheat, I have to advise
you that my company is now prepared to
undertake the sole acquiring agency of the
19.18/19 wheat uinder the conditions -set out
by the Wheat Marketing Advisory Board,
acconiranying the letter to us of the 19th
July fromn the General Manager of the Wheat
Marketing Scheme, for similar services and
at the same rates as last year, namely-
(a) For wheat trucked direct frons the
farmer's wagon one halfpenny per bushel"
provided, however, that where such wheat is
received at sidings where the total deliveries
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do0 not exceed three thousand (3,000) bags
the remuneration shall be increased to three
farthings per bushel, and where they do not
exceed tea thousand (10,000) bags five-
eighths of a penny per bushel. (b) For all
wheat received from farmers, built into
stack, thence into truck and consigned to
Mlinister's order, one penny per bushel. Such
trucking to be completed by the end of May,
1919, or as inutuafly arranged. (e) For
work of rooting, screening, protecting, and
earetaking till end of May, 1919, such stacks
as may be nominated by the Scheme, one
farthing per bushel. (d) For issuing cer-
tificates and checking sample and verifying
dep~t tally notes, three-eighths of a penny
per bushel. (e) Commission, payable on due
performance of terms and conditions of
agreement, one farthing per bushel. It is
understood that this offer is without pre-
jndice to the subsequent consideration of the
services set out !in my two letters above re-
ferred to. Yours faithfully, for the Wes-
trlian. Farmers, Ltd.

Surely there is nothing unreasonable in the
attitude of the Advisory IBoard in this con-
nection. The board simply urge that the Gov-
ernment should be in a position, in conformity
With the declared policy, to know that the
handling wmill be done at reasonable rates. It
is considered by the Government that if simi-
lar services to those p~rformned last year by
the co-operative societies are performed at
similar raters and uinder the conditions laid
down by the Advisory Board, and subject to
close supervision by the scheme's officers, no
reasonable objection could be raised by hon.
members of this House. At this late hour I
do niot propose to speak at further length. I
have pleasure in supporting the adoption of the
Address-in-reply.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. Hf. P.
Colebatch-East [10.25]: I fear I must
apologise to hion. members for entering upon
what must necessarily be a somewhat lengthy
speech at this late honr of the evening. I can
only promise to be as brief as possible, and
if there are numerous important matters which
have been raised by various lion. imnmbers to
which I make no reference, I hope those hion.
members will not infer that I have taken no
notice of their remarks; for T hare taken care-
ful note of all such observations of hion. mem-
bers, and any matters which I think it neres-
sary to bring tnuder the notice of any of my
colleagues or under that of Cabinet generally
shall certainly receive such attention. I am
in no way surprised that the Government have
been subjected to a good deal of hostile criti-
cismu. I fear that with Governments, as wvith
other people, friends are plenty when the purse
is full; but wheat the purse is empty the Gov-
ernmtent are liable to be abused both for the
things they do and for the things they leave
undone. Of this we bad an illustration in
the brief speech of the mover of the Address-
in-reply, who, I take it, condemned the Gov-
ernment for spending money in connection
with the Bunbury harbour and then condemned
them still more generously for neglecting to
siiend money in connection with the Ceraldton
harbour works. Mr. Nicholson in seconding the
Address-in-reply made reference to the matter

of retrenchment in the civil service. It may
interest lion. members to learn that from the
21st May, 1A.117, to the 31st August, 1918, no
lees than 140 officers have been retrenched fromt
our civil service. Of this number, 70 hare been
permanent officers whose annual salaries
totalled £25,000, andi the remaining 70 tem-
porary officers with annual salaries totalling
£E10,450; so that the total annual saying effected
is £3-5,450. This is fairly drastic retrenchment
in the civil service for a single year; and if it
has been effected, as the Government claimi it
has been, without impairing thme efflicicy of
the service, then I think it is a thing that
the Governient may well be proud of. The
suggestion of retrenchment in the number or
the salaries of members of Parliament has
been answered by other members, and I do
not propose to allude to it further. There was
also a suggestion that we might save a good
deal by cutting down tme debates, but other
speakers have remarked that those who advo-
cate the cuitting down were as frequently as
any the greatest offenders in the matter of
making long speaces-if that be an offence.
I take it that gentlemen sent to this Houtse as
-representatives of the people are charged with
certain responsibilities and invested with cer-
tain privileges, and that it is for themselves
to judge-and subsequently for their constitu-
ents to judge them, if the members judge uon-
wisely-as to 'what they should say and how
long they should tsake in saying iL. Mr- Nichol-
son further advocated the appointment ut a
board of experts to control the country's
fhnances-apparently quite obvious of the fact
that this would be entirely contrary to the
Constitution of Western Australia, which con-
templates that the control of the country's
finances shall be in the hands of the elected
representatives of the people. Whether in
practice that is carried out exactly as the
theory intends, is not for ine to say at the
present time. I quite agree with Mr. Nichol-
son that what has been done in the past as to
the establishment of State trading enterprises
has done much to discourage the investment of
private capital. It would have been well if
Western Australia had stuck very closely to
the proper functions of Government, bnt when
it is suggested now that the present Govern-
ment , who have had the trading concerns
handed over to them, should close them down.
if they cannot be made to pay, I think it is
time for hon. members to consider the position
more thoroughly. If we Closed down those
works that do not pay we would probably find,
and in fact would find, that we should be los-
ing more money than by keeping them going,
because the overhead charges would continue
whether the works were goiiig or not. And
even the works which do not pay at the pre-
sent time -really pay more than their onerating
expenses, and they do contribute something to-
wards the overhead charges. The statement
has been made by a recent speaker that the
Government, because Of their Position in re-
gard to the State enterprises, would not en-
deavour to make them pay. I say that such a
statement is quite wrong, and that it is a most
ungenerous and improper reflection to make on
the Government. The Government have Used
every en1deavour to make these enterprises pay
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even though they have no faith in the prin-
ciple under which they were established. Mr.
Kirwan made a complaint about the length of
the Governor's speech. I do not know that
that is a serious matter. If lioa, members
feel at liberty to speak for an tour on the
Address-in-reply, it is not too much to ask that
His Excellency mnight occupy 20 minutes in
the delivery of the Speech, particularly -when
we remneinber that there was no pro-sessional
speech beore the present session, and a shorter
Speech may have provoked an equally unlay-
outrable comment. The lion. member also com-
plained about the references to the war, and
said that these could have been left out alto-
gether, or dismissed in a few sentences. That
is a matter of taste and sentiment and it is
hardly worth discussing here. References have
been made by Mr. Kirwan abd by other mem-
bers to the Fremantle freezing words. I do
not think Mr. Kingemill was right when he
said that the Speech said the Government in-
tended to erect and operate these works at Fre-
mantle. What was said in the Governor's
Speech was-

The provision of canning and freezing
works at Freniantle has occupied the close
attention of the Government for some time
past. The best expert advice available has
been procured, and an exhaustive report is
expected within the next few weeks. The
Government propose, on the receipt of this
report, to take immediate action towards the
provision of facilities, the urgent necessity
for which is fully recognised.

That report will be available shortly and
when it is available, and when the Gov-
erment have come to a deciin the
matter will be submitted to Parliament.
It is nut necessarily contemplated that
the Government should run these works)
and for tme information of lion. members who
suggested that the matter should be left to
private enterprise, I may say that the Govern-
ment have invited private enterprise to submit
oifers for the erection of these works. Mrt.
Carson differed to some extent fronm his col-
league n-ho moved the adoption of the Add ress-
in-reply and admitted that these works at Pre-
mamitle were necessary to the proposed works
at Carnarvon ad the works at Geraldton. I
submit this phase of the question to lion.
members, that the freezing works at Fremantle
will be in the nature of a public utility,
of a monopolistic nature, and if the
Government do decide that the construe-
tion of these wrork-s shall be carried out
by private enterprise, that construction will be
carried out under the closest and the most
carefully drawn safeguards for the public in-
terests. These works at Fremantle will be
necessary, not only to assist in the export of
motton and lambs from these districts, but
they will he required also for the reception of
chilled meet from Wyndham, so that there are
manyv directions in which it will be necessary
for thme closest consideration to be given tothe matter before they are handed over to
private enterprise.

Mon. W. Kingsmill: Would you bring
chilled meat from Wyndham 2,000 miles out
of its way?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: What
would the lion. member do?

Hon. W, Ringsniill: Send it direct to the
miarket from Wynd ham.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
strongest argument in favour of the erection
of the Wyndham freezing works was that they
would obviate the enormous loss of bringing
down live cattle to Fremantle, and the stuff
could be brought down chilled at a snialler
expense and in muxch better coadition than at
present.

Hon. W. Kingamnill: For local consumption
Hon. J, S. Holmes: I think you will have

to bring down beet front Wyndham for ex-
port,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That will
be dealt with fully in the report we shall
receive. It has been suggested that with the
experience of Wyndhanm before us, the Gov-
ernment should not do anything of that kin d.
The Government have no intention of doing
what was done in the case of Wyndham. If
the Govertnment at that time bad stuck to the
original arrangement it made when it let the
contract for the erection of the works at
Wyndham, either the contractor would have
gone inisolvent-and there is no reason to sup-
pose that hie could not have met his obliga-
tions-or the State would have been
saved a quarter of a million df money. Where
the Goveruns nt made the mistake at Wynd-
hain was that at an eniormous loss they broke
the contract and decided to proceed with the
erection of the works under the ruinous system
of day labour. This Government have n in-
tea tion. of following that example in regard to
the Fremantle freezing works. The matter
will be submitted to Parliament later on and
consequently it is not necessary for me to
dwell upon it at the present time. With re-
gard to the question of repatriation which has
been the subject of a long debate in another
place, hion. members will he pleased to learn
the result of that debate. The Bill dealing
with the settlement of soldiers on the land
wvill be submnitted to the Legislative Assembly
at the earliest opportunity-, and I am sure that
the Government will he able to justify their
attitude in regard to their present activity and
their future intentions. References -were made
by Mr. Kirwan to the lack of encouragement
to the mining industry. The present Gov-
eminment are doing everything they can
in the way of encouraging the gold-mining
industry and more than any of their pre-
dlecessors ever attempted to do, but if there
arc directions in which further encouragement
can be given, let them be trotted along. We as-
sist men to go out prospecting, we bebist them
while they are 'prospecting; we assist to de-
velop shows, and we assist established companies
to carry on, and no bona lids application has ever
been turned down, so far as I know, by the
present Government. In many directions, too,
the Government havtbpened. out in a new line
in the way of assisting mining. Another state-
ment made by Mr. Kirwan was that the Works
Department showed an increase in its expen-
diture of £38,000l last year over that of the
previous year. I am sorry the hon. member is
not here to listen to the explanation for that
increase. The reason for that apparent in-
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crease was that after* nine months of the
financial year had elapsed, the Works De-
partment took over the Water and Sewerage
Department, and for the Concluding three
months of the financiatl year the water -supply
expenditure was included in the expenditure
of the Works Department, I do not think that
a clear way of setting out the position was
adopted, so that the lion. member's error was
excusable. As a matter of -fact there was a
subsantial saving in. the operations of both
departments, As a matter of fact the officers
in those two departments have been decreased
by the present Minister to the number of 84,
and the saving for last year was large;
while next year will see a further sav-
ing of nearly £E9,000 in administrative
cost. There was a big reduction, brought
about by the amalgamation, so that In.
stead of condemning the Works Depart-
ment for exceeding the expenditnre of the
previous year, they should be given credit for
having reduced the expenditure of tme coan-
bined departments. Oiriticism was also levelled
at the departments which I have had the
honour for the past couple of years to con-
trol. I welcome, not only do I welcome, but
the officers of the department welcome, the
closest investigation into the operations of the
department controlled by the Colonial Seere-
ary. The making of economy has been the
daily concern of the permanent head and
heads of the sub-departments, and I will tell
members what has been the result. The
actual expenditure for last year as compared
with the year 1915-16-that was the year at
the close of which I assumed officec-shows an
increase for the two years of £220,000. How is
this accounted for- First, take the Police
Department. Since 1912 the police have re-
ceivod no increments, although almost every
branch of the service had received increases,
given in recognition of the increase in the cost
of living since the outbreak of wvar. The
method previously in vogue of granting mnere-
men ts was entirely unscientific. It really had tlhe
effect of encouraging men to leave 'the force
just at a time when they ought to be in the
highest state of efficienicy. Dangerous dis-
Content prevailed throughout the service, dis-
content which should not exist, at times like
the present, in thme force which we have to
place reliance on. If members are not it-
pressed I would refer them to what ocurred in
London only -recently. The iuethod of inere-
meats was amended in tho direction of giving
officers something to look forward to. The
increases given inivolvedl an anmount of £7,000,
an increase entirely necessary and entirely justi-
fied. To have denied it longer would have
been to do an injustice to members of
the force, who were deprived from going to
the Arbitration Court; and since almost all
classesi of State employees had been ad-
vanced in salary whilst they received no
increase. The position of Somec of the officers
of the rank, say, sergeants, are called on to
nmaintain large famnilies on the salaries they
were receiving was deplorable indeed. At
the time the increases were granoted the facts.
were published, going into all details, and were
commented on by the Press ,and so far as I
know condemned by no one at all. Just be-

fore 1 assumed office Parliament passed an
amending Health Act. ft was passed none
too sooni. It cast on the department certain
grave responsibilities in the matter of deal-
ig with venereal (disease. This increased

last year, as compared with 1915-16,1 the ex-
penditure by £7,000, of which the Common-
wealth bore one-half. In those two itemis,
time Police and this expenditure imposed on
uts by Act of Parliamnent, amounted to
£10,000 of the £20,000 increase. In the same
period there havd been increases in the num-
ber of patients at institutions anti of women
and children in receipt of charity, amount-
ing to 1,700. The bon. member, Air. Kings-
nill, and several members, commented on
the increases at the present time, and the num-
ber of that increase in two years hais been
1,700, and it has been carefuilly guarded. The
lowest Computation of daily cost for these
additional dependents amounted to at least
£43,000 par atnn as against the actual
£10,000 increase. The difference of £33,000
in saving as the result of economies,
eononmies in which I hmave already said
all the officers,' fromt the under secretary and
the heads of sub-departments, and other offi-
cers, have heartily co-operated. I umyself
claim no particular Credit. I will give mem-
hers one or two detals. There were certain
State trading concerns attached to the de-
partmnent when I took charge. There was the
State F is upply. I do not know whether I
have offended against the State Trading ConI-
cerns Act, or not, but I closed up the State
Fish Supply and sold the assets. The people
who ware running the shops undertook the
running of themi themselves. We gave them
terms to buy and they have dlis6harged their
obligations and I believe are satisfying the
public and doing well for themuselves. The
S tate was losing £10 a day or £3.600 a year.
That is one of thle savings.

lion. \W. Kimgsmill: They were losing com-
parativelyv little the way they were rutn -
nling them .

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Then we
had the South Perth ferries. They earned
at the time they were run for a private com-
pany, a profit of somtething like £2,000 per
annum. Soon after the Government acquired
them, the profit decreased to £91,000. The
Government had a new boat built expressly
for the ferry service, and directly the new
host catme into operation this shirunkcen pro-
fit of £21,000 disappeared altogether and was
replaced by a loss of £2300 or £400 per an-
nmmin. That was the position when I assumed
office. Within a few months re-erganisation
in the department was introduced, and I am
hound to confess one of the Chief featureS Of
thle r-raitinwas the tying up of the
new vessel which had been specially built
for time South Perth ferry service, and keep-
itff it tied uip as closely to the wharf as pos-
sible, and only running it on holidays occa-
sionally for excursions. The service in the first
year showed a small profit and this year, I
am 9pcakcing in advance of the presentation
of the audited balance sheet, therefore I am
not binding myself to the actual figures, but
the profit this year will be about £6500. When I
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wnt into office it showed a loss of £;400;
to-day it is showing a profit of £500. When
I went into office the South Perth Council
were anxious to buy the service at a dis-
count of £4,000 on the cost that the service
stood in the books of the department. To-
day, because of the revised methods of manl-
agement, thus turning a losing venture Lnto
a profitable venture, the South Perth Coun-
cii arc anxious to buy the concern at the full
cost at which it stands in the books of the
department; so that they could be disposed
of without loss to the Government if it was
so desired, and [ am not sure that it would
not be a wise proceeding. If it was decided
to sell to the South Perth Council, they would
have to obtain the consent of the ratepayers
and we should have to obtain the consent of
both Houses of Parliament to do so. The
larger saving has been in the conduct of our
institutions, and this has been a matter of nolittle difficulty. T have here a table, which
I do not intend to refer to at groat lenevth,
showing the cost per patient per day in the
different institutions. In the Government
hospitals in 1914 time gross cost was 9s. Id
l)Or day and we have reduced that to Ss. Gd.
The net cost was 7s, Gd. per day and we
have reduced] that to 6s. At Wooroloo the
gross cost for .1915 was .5s. 10d. per day;
we have reduced that to 4s. lid. The mopt
cost was .5s. 3d.. which we have reducd to
49. 19d. The King Edward Hospital, the
gross cost was 13s. 4d.; we have reduced that
to 9s. 3d. The net cost was 9s. 8d. and we
have reduced that to 4s. Md. In every case
These reductions have been effected without the
least injury to the patients. They have had
every care and attention. The reductions have
been effected by doing away with waste.
In the Lunacy Department the gross cost
per dlay was .3s. 3d.; now it is 3s. 0%d. The
net cost per day was 2s. 30d., it is now 2s. 7d.
In not a few of these cases, while reductions
have been made, thle conditions of thle emn-
ployees. have been improved. .The increase
in inmates of institutionis represents 1,2.5,
and the-increase in the number of wonmen and
children receiving charitable aid is 475, mnak-
ing a total of upwvards of 1,700. Those in-
creases, although they amount to onl 'y pen-
nies and shillings per head per day, run
into large sun's in the grand total, with the
result that in mnany cases our institutions are
carrying more people to-day than they were
two years ago and at less cost. The revenue
from hospital fees has been increased in the
same period from £5,700 to £15,000. The rev-
eone has been trebled largely in consenulene
of departmental activities, and without inflict-
ing hardship upon anyone who caninot afford to
pay. The people ore no better able to pay for
their trbatment in hosqpitals to-day than they
were previously, perhaps not so well able,
hut up to that time people had been encour7-
aged to go out of 1hospitals after treatment
and not pay the State a bean. We have en-
deavonred to educate them along more ap-
proved lines. An officer has been specially
charged with this duty, and as a result Of his
activities we hope to largely increase these
collections, notwithstanding which every hos-

pital will be freely apen to every indigent
person without any suggestion of bumilia-
tion of any kind. But those who can pay
ou ght to pay. In many of the gold fields
towns the people pay the bulk of thle upkeep
of hospitals, in some cases up to three-fourths,
themiselves, and therefore it is entirely unfair
ttat in the metropolitan area and at Nor-
thai,, and other places the Government
should maintain hospitals and not collect
renronnble fees from those who use them nd
are able to pay for their treatment. As I
have said, the fees amounted to £5,700 two
years agPo, and have now increased to £15,000.
The amount can be further increased under
the system we have in vogue, During those
two years thle increase in the cost of drugs
has been enormous, in some eases amlounting
to 400 per cent. With all those reductions
thle ins reased expenditure has been £10,000
only, as against the £43,000 which otherwise
would have been, shown. Nor has the effic-
lency of the lenlth Department been:
affected. The authorities agree that infan-
tile mortality is a good index. In the two
years this has been reduced from 60.9 per
thousand to .57.7 per thousand. It has not
been reduneed without a good deal of expen-
diture, because the number of children com-
ing into the world without proper provision
has hoemn greater since the war than before,
and the Government have need to be grate-
ful to the several charitable institutions that
have aided them in this work. Another
thing to be considered is the appointment of
a medical officer of schools. This work had
been in hand before war broke out, but it
was oiie of the first things to be done away
with. It does not cost much, and it is a sound
policy to institute a system under which every
child in the State schools is medically ex-
arnined at different periods and followed up
to see that tme advice of the medical author-
ities is acted upon. Almost one-half the
children in the country suffer all their lives
through neglect of ailments and defects that
mnight haive been put right had there been
muerliemil inspection of those chmildron dering
their school years. -We have one medical
officer who does an enormous aMoU0t of work
ia this respect, and I am sure that her efforts
will ho repaid tenfold. Then by thle analga-
mation of sob-departments in the Colonial
Secretary's office substantial economies 'have
been effected. 'I brought about the amalza-
,natioa of the Registrar General's Office
with thaqt of the Registrar of Friendly Socie-
ties. That involved economies of over £2,000,
and I aum confident that it increasied the
efficiency of the department. Then the
Liquor Department and State hotels were
amalgamated with% the Tourist branch. Here
again there was a saving of £2,000, with more
efficient control of State hotels. Mr. Kirwan
condemnedl the Harbour and Lights Depart-
ment for having spent a few ponds, £,100
T think it was, more last year. The reason
for that increased expenditure was that we
were calledl upon to spend £3,500 in putting
thme ''Penguin'' into repair. But for that
we should have shown a substantial decrea se.
As it is, this yecar the department will show
a decrease of £7,000.
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Flon. W. Xingsmill: The "Penguin'' was
starved far years.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes. We
had to spend £3,500 in' putting her into re-
pair. Now we have arranged to lease her to
the Commonwealth, and we shall- show a. sav-
ing of £E7,000 in the department this year.

Eion. W. Kingsmill: The arrangement is
very satisfactory.

The COLONIJAL SECRETARY: It is not
the same as we had previously.

Hon, W. Kiogamill: It cannot be better.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY:, Yes.
Rion. W. Kingsimill: WVell, it is not an ar-

rangement, it is robbery.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I do not

think so, wbcn we take into consideration
the value of shipping craft nll the world over
to-day. And if we do get from the
Commonwealth in this instance a little more
than we are entitled to, there are many dire-
tions in which we get very much less. There
are a great many economnies which do not bear
fruit straight away. Amongst the prospective
4decreases in the departments under the head-
ing "Colonial Secretary'' are seone in De-
partm~ent of Aborigines which has been
banded over to Mr. Underwood. HTere
a saving of £1 000 has already been made
in the office stai, and we'shall save fromt £3,000
to £4,000 by the abolition of the lock hospitals
of Bernier and Dorre Islands, while substitut-
ing equally effective but less costly methods.
'The upkeep of-these hospitals costs £3,000 per
annum. Iii future we shall do just as much
for the natives and at the same time save the
greater portion of that aniount. I arie dealing
only with the chief economies in the depart-
ment. Thc work of effecting those economies
is one of daily concern. In nut a few cases
some officers and heads of departments are
very inadequately remunerated by corarison
with people doing similar duties for private
employers. Some of the professional officers
get far less than they would in private work,
and they are frequently subjected to a good
deal of idle and thoughtless criticism. In the
head office staff alone there has been
a saving of over £1,000 without in any
way impairing efficiency. Now I come
to another institution uinder my control, about
which *there has been a gond deal of
talk during the debate, namely, the sanatorium
at Wooroloo. The request made by the gold-
fields people for a commission of twvelve doctors
is, as Mr. Kirwan said, an impracticable pro-
posal. Their request now is that the sanator-
iumn at Coolgardie should be re-opened. This
is a matter that at present is receiving con-
sideration. I entirely endors4e almost every
word uttered by Mr. Cunninghamn in regard to
the Woorolno sanatorium. It was a fatal mis-
take when that institution was built for
the treatment of connsumptives to turn it into
a receiving home for incurables. But it was niot
a nistake mnade by this Government. There
was already an institution fur those incurables.
hut wvhen the previous Governmnent saw that
tbe institution at Wooroloo, instead of costing
£70,000 as originally estimated, was running
into a cost of £E15% 000, they said that it should
be made to serve all purposes. So they closed
up) the home for incurahles. aend now take the

incurable eases there. The lion. umember is
quite right in saying that this does not giv-e
either the doctors or the patients a chance.
What is my wvay out? There is no way at all,
except to conic to Parliament and ask for
another £20,000 or £30,000 with which to build
anoth6r institution. If good would result Par-
liatnent inight be willing to accede to the re-
quest, but . assure hon. members that there.
are mnany other things on almost the same
plane that we ought to be doing, if we had the
mnoney, but which I am afraid we shall have to
postpone. I have referred before to the o'ver-
crowding of the Claremont Hospital for the
Insane. We have there a condition of things
which ought not to exist, but the only way out
is by spending a large sum of nmoney. In the
meantime, we arc econtomising in the conduct
of the institution as far as we possibly can,
and by making Whitby Falls available for
suitable patienits from the Claremont Asylum
we are endeavouring to relieve to some extent
the overcrowding. We shall also save money,
because for the past few years Whitby Falls
has been run simply as a home for inebriates.
The number of inmates at Whitby Falls varied
between 14: and 15, and they were generally
speaking the same old lot. On leaving the in-
stitutiont they were given 10s., a suit of clothes,
a ticket to Perth, and a ticket for a week's
board and lodgiag. The ten shillings was, I
think, generally an incentive to them to start
drinking again, and for the most part before
the week was over they were up once more
before the Police Magistrate and soon got back
into Whitby Falls. The experiment was an
expensive one and a great failure. We are
now preparing to deal with inebriates
in another and more satisfactory way, and
en a way that will not cost so much

o thu country. The reason for clos-
ing the institution for that purpose was
the imperative necessity for finding additional
accomnnodation for the. inmates of the asylum
for the insane. I do not intend. to discuss
the matter of the appointment of three railway
commissioners. We shall be able to go fually
into that when the Bill comes before the
House. I come now to what, to me, is the
most distasteful part of my remarks, Hon.
membe rs have spoken generally in so generous
a manner regarding myself that I do not like
to have to say anything that may be regarded
as unkind. I cannot, however, refer to the
speech of Mr. Holmes withont c-haracterising
it as intemperate and ill-considered. That
gentleman has on two occasions twitted me
with not knowing the value of money. If I
knew as little about the financial position of
Western Anstralia as the hon. member does,
as I shall prove by quotations from his speech,
I should at all events have sufficient common
sense not to expose my ignorance on the mat-
ter. Althongh speaking as the hon. member
did with quite unaccustomed warmth and in-
ileing in threats of what he was going to do,

he was careful to say that he did not speak
with bitterness or with any personal feeling.
T, in my turn, give him a similar assurance.
I ain not going to say one word which I do
not consider is absolutely: necessary in the in-
terests. imot so Much of the Old Government- as
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of this country. Mr. Holmes' remarks went
forth. to the public in this State and elsewhere,
not merely as those of a member of this House,
although to my mind that is a position carry-
ing a grave responsibility, but they went forth
as the remarks of one of the leading men in
the commercial] life of the community. .1 am
of opinion that it is a grievous offence against
the spirit of patriotism for any man so circum-
stanced to represent the financial position of
the country as being so much worse than it
really is. I do not intend to weary hon. mem-
hers. by traversing in detail the grotesque cal-
culations on wihl the lion, memiber built tip his
amazing monument of error. Notwithstanding
the fact that I pointed out the folly of quoting
the imonthi of July, in which there are 31 days
of expenditure and only 21 days of revenue,
as a basis for any calculations, he persisted in
saying that in that month there was a deficit
of £41000 a day, plus interest at thle rate of
£250 per day. Obviously the statement about
interest could only be partially correct if thle
deficit of £4,000' continued for every day
throughout the year, and then it would only
be approximately accurate. He also said that
the interest on last year's deficit of £700,000
was £50,000, or equal to a little over 7 per cent.
per annum, whereas the average rate payable
was less than 6 per cent. He also forgot to
say, or was too careless in nmaking his calcula-
tion to bother about it, that the deficit was
built up monthly and the interest calculated
accordingly, with the result that the actual in-
terest payable-these are the official calcula-
tions for which I am prepared to vouch-was
£21,000 instead of £D50,000 as stated by Mr.
Honmes. By adopting a theoretical instead of
a practical mnethod he calculated the interest
on the total deficit as if it had been incurred
at the commencement of the year instead of
being iaceurred, as it is, throughout the year.
In calculating the interest on last year's loan
expenditure he arrived at a. sum of £60,000.
There again he made the same fatal mistake.
The money required for 'lean expenditure was
advanced by the Federal Government to the
State as, and when, it was required. During
the year the interest payable amounted to
£80,000, just half the amount stated by Mr.
Holmes. Both these sums represent an in-
crease in the interest and sinking fond conltri-
butions as compared with the previotis year. It
is to the lion. mnemhers 's conclusion, rather than
the method by whiel. lie arrived at it that I ar-
ticularly want to direct hion. members' atten-
tion. It is this conclusion that I maintain is
so damaging to the good name of Western
Australia. What was it? His conclusion was
that at thle end of the present financial year
the Stato public indebtedness of the people of
Western Australia would be £6140 per head.
That statement was published in the Press,
and no doubt has been published broadcast
throughouit Australia. It is a reckless and a
damaging statement, and, I cannot help add-
ing, a stupid exaggeration.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: We shall. see.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I will show
how grave that exaggeration is. I will illus-
trate it by stating that in order to bring our

indebtedness per head up to £140 it would be
necessary for the State Government to Spend
this year in excess of their recipts-that is by
way of loan expenditure and deficit in excess
of receipts-upwards of seven million pounds.
This shows how gross the exaggeration of the
lion. member wvas.

Hon. W. RingsmiDl: What is the indebted-
nessi

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I will give
the figures exactly. One of the extraordinary
processes by which the hon. member seems to
have reached this conclusion is by adding the
accumulated deficit on to the total loan in-
debtedness. Does he not know, just as every
other bnii, inember knows, or should know be-
fore he starts to talk about the finances of
Western Australia, that for years past the
deficit has been financed out of loan? That is
what has happened? Consequently, when we
want to get the total indebtedness we do not
add the deficit to the loan, because the deficit
is already taken out of loan. We do not add
the two together, as we already have
the total in thle loan indebtedness. I
will give thle House somne facts which I hope
will replace in the minds of hon. members and
of the public-I am not concerned about the
effect upon the Government but about the
effect upon the credit of the State-
the fallacies which the hon. member has
been responsible for circulating. On the
30th June, 1918, the State's indebted-
ness per head was £1.17 17(s. 6d. To increase it
to £E140 pier head would mean an increase for
the year of £22 2s. 6d. I now give hon. memn-
bers the positive assurance that instead of this
increase of £22 2s. 6d. there will not be an in-
crease of the odd £2 2s. Gd.

R~on. W. Ringsm ill: Is it true that ours is
the highest delbt per hlead in the world?

Tkc COLONIAL SECRETARY: Quite true.
Ift has been, that for a good many years; but
the present Government are not responsible
for it.

Bll. -T .1. Holmes: So I did say something
that was true.

The COiLONI\TAL SECRETA-RY: I do rnt
romom hber the lion. member making that state-
went; but, in any case, thle hion. member
ieed not suipiose that I ani going to deal with

those of his rmarks which are correct; my in-
tention is mierely to refer to, and correct, the
erroneous satteuterts he has made. As to every
utterance of his that is correct, I am perfectly
inl accord with thle hoil. member. I repeat, the
increase of the indebtedness will not, for the
current year, reach the odld £2 2s. 6d.

Hoii. W. Kingsinill: You cannot get any
more money, canL you, though?

The COLONI~AL SECRETARY: Oh yes, we
could. f will go a step further, and say it is
not a remote possibility that the increase will
be less than £1 per hlead of our population.
Lot ic illmstrnite the course of our per capita
indebtedness duiring recent years: it may
afford an answer to those who assert that the
National Government have done nothing to

cheek the drift in the finances, because, as hon.
miembers rightly recognise. the indebtedness
per hieadi% h one of the soundest barometers one
can possibly have. To go back to the year
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before the war: on the 30th June, 1913, the
indebtedness per head was just under £86. In
the following year it increased by £9, and on
the 10th Juise, 1014, it stood at niearly £95.
Next year it increased by over £7, and in the
following year by £7 15s. Thus in the three
years there was an increase of £24, or £8
per annum, per head. During the year
ended on the 30th June, 1917-the year the
Liberal Got-ernmchit were in power, though
much of their financial activity was neces-
sarily inherited front their predecessors-there
was an increase of just over £6, bringing the
total on the .30th June, 2917, up to £116 5s.5d.
For last financial year-the first year of the
National Ciovernnent-tho increase amiounted
to only Li 12s. Id., being the lowest increase
in the recent history of 'Western Australia.
We started the current financial year with a
per capita indebtedness of £:117 17s. 6id. Our
deficit and. outr loan expenditure com-
bined, for thjis year will be somewhere
in the nigihbourhood of one anti a
quarter millions: the amount cannot he
definitely stated because of uncertainty
regarding the receipts and outgoings in con-
nieetion with the Industries Assistance Board.
Awd I may say that so far as the Industries
Assistance Board are concerned, I amn putting
down these figures just as though the amoibnts
were not to be repaid, accounting them as in-
debtedlnessof tite State. As a matter of fact,
both principal and interest shonld be repaid,
and in part will be repaid-I ami no prophet,
and am not going to say to what extent. I
am, however, accounting them all as though
none would be repaid. Against that one and
a quarter millions, there is a set off of an-
proximately £E320,000 for sinking fund paid in
redemnution of the State debt, and about
£230,000 for interest earned on a sum of over
five and ai half millions accumulated sinking
fund inivested in various securities, as the posi-
tion is that although with ouir sinking fund
we may renurchase stocks of the State we
still go on paying the interest on those stocks,
although we are receiving that interest our-
selves. So that there is £,550,000 wve
are making every year. If we were
running without a deficit, we should he
getting to the good at the rate of
£E5.50,000 a year. But, in order to make a just
calculation, one has to deduct the £550,000
from the one and a quarter millions which
will be the maximum of our loan expenditure
plus our deficit; and then one obtains the re-
suilt of £6700,000. Now, that £700,000 would
represent just over £2 nor head of the pouu-
lation. if the population stood still. But
if thme increase of popuilation shown last finan-
cial year is- maintained, it will practic-
ally' couatcrlialance tlte increase; and for the
first time in the recent history of Western
Australia wre shall have got through a finan-
cial year without adding one penny to tme per
catcita indebtedness of our people. And we
shall have dlone that in the very year in which
Mr. Holmnes, one of the leading commercial
men in the community, speaking with auith.
oritv on the finances of Western Australia .
predicted that we were going to increase the
per capita. indebtedness by the colossal sum of
£22 2s. 6d..-per head., -

lon. IV,. Kingsiuill: A tight money mar
is not without its advantages, then9l

The COLONI 'AL SECRETARY: I tr
vlJr. Holmes will takewatIhv a

in the right spirit-, and if hie will give
credit now for any of the good qualities wit
he sometimes ascribes to me, I would ui
that before hie again touches the question
the finances of Western Australia he she
get someone who is familiar with then] to
out the facts for him. Let me also, know.
hint, as r do, to he a patriotic Western A
tralian, a ppeatl to him not to allow 1 toliti
bias, Or his deCsire to damage any G3overnmm
to betray Itim into saving things that n
very easily damage the credit of the coun
that I know he loves so well. Our finani
position is as difficult as it possibly could
No one knows that better than I do. I cit
that ever since I entered this Not
ito member has predicted with more
curacy or more assurance than I h
lone, the Position into which Western A
trnlia was drifting. But I do say t
mnAtters, itiste~ad of improving, -are go
to he madfe niuvt , worst' if taci premin'
riot only in our Parliament but also in
rOflmnree of this e01intry are goin to all
political bias to betray them into represe
,itg the position as far worse than it retv
ts, Now, another most ungenerous rel
ciued mnade by the hon. member was that
(Olonial Treasurer had held up loatn men-
in order that the Governtent might I
Ruffivient to carry on. As I toldI the Ho
hefo-c,, hand the Colonial Treasurer asked
the Comtmonwealth conference for h allI
million or for three-quarters of a million,
would have g ot it. There would have b,
no 3mistifleaition whatever for refusing it.
r-ntpa''son with the other States. our Cr
P;mmi Trensurer 's request for £E260,000 N
most modest, and it wus cut down by I
to the hone because lie realised that our (1i
to the Emnire and the Comnmonwealth, i
the interests of our own people, demnany

oup+mr cXpnusbture s9houldl be kept do
to the lowest nossible limit. I am sorry t
the lhon. member should have displayed
suispicaious a mind ais to be unable to give
Government credit for good motives in a'
thing thork may do. If we spend money.
do so wth. a bad motive: if. we save mnin
we do it with a bad motive.. Thnt is rea
'utc an unusual mnethod of criticisim in t
Hrouse. It has also been said on two or th
nce-1goD tha~t the- Treasurer had complair
tt'it hie couild not get support from otl
Ministers. That is quite contrary to fE
Tt, T'npsurer hps never mnade any st
omnphliut. The Treatsurer knows full %

t'iat other Ministers are anxious to
operate wvith him. He also knows what so
nienilters of this House seem to forget-i
obligations which are placed on the depa
utents and which cannot be ignored.
Allen mtade some references to the tnxat
of bookmakers' tickets, and taunted inc w
remaining in a Ministry who were doi
so-mcthting that I h'ad strongly conidemn
1 simply set up that criticism against
ontenitions of other mtembers here attd in



[COUJNCIL.]

thor place that I get all my own way in
he Ministry. See how these critics con-
indict each other. At one time it is
barged against me that I get all my own
ray: another time I am condemned for not
ping out of. a Ministry because I do not get
iy own way. As regards street betting, a
!ood deal of responsibility rests with this
[ouse. 'The Wilson Government on coming
nto power realised-I had not realised it
efore, although Mr. Drew often made the
eujark-that existing legislation against
treet betting was utterly inadequate to sup-
ress the evil. Accordingly the Wilson Gov-
rianent introduedl a. Bill to suppress street
etting, and intimated, quite honestly and
ightly, I must say, that if the Bill was
eased they intended to enforce the law
gainst bookmakers generally. This House
-unwisely, as I think-inserted a provision
iaking bookmaking on raceccourses legal. The
wilson Government thereupon dropped the
ill, with the consequence that the tighten-
ig up of the law against street betting did
ot take place. Remarks have been made
)ncerning the Education Vote and we arc
shed whether this is the time for increas-
ig it. Hon. members seem to forget that
ic number of children in the State is in-
reasing at the rate of something like 2,000
anually. At the present time every civilized
3untry is not only largely increasing its
rpenditnre on education but revolutionis-
ig its educational methods. What in-
-eases have I been responsible for? The
ply increase has been in the direction of
pdeavouring to bring the educational facili-
es of the country districts up to something
pproaching those enjoyed in the city. I
onder whether Mr. Allen would be willing
)agree that the technical school and the

,ntinuation classes at Fremnantle, in the
nilding up of which hie played such a splen-
id part, should be destroyed. Would he not
eclare that such a procedure would be crim-
pill What right then has he to complain of
inilar facilities being given to other parts
C the State. Then it is suggested that those
ho can afford to pay in our schools should
ocharged fees. If we want to do that we

.ust amend the Educaton Act and do away
stirely with free education. Let us try it
nd see how we get on. I would oppose it
iore determinedly than anything else. It is
At those who can pay who would object, but
lose who would consider that they were
Ding classed as paupers. This kind of thing
as been tried and it has been proved a
dilure, and I hope it will never be put into
irce again. Another suggestion is that the
ge should be raised to seven years. If we want
,do that also we must amend the Educa-

on Act. I have been going over the educa-
onal history of Western Australia and I
id that so far back as 1871 it was recog-
sed that to assist the education of children
start should be made at the age of five

pirs. The present Education Act has been
force for 20 years. Every other country
the world taxes its people more than we
and is increasing its expenditure on edit-

,tion, while we are told that our expendi-

ture in that direction must stop. One lion.
mensber said that we had too many inspectors.
I disagree with him. Even if we sacked the
whole lot the saving would be trivial. In the
last year, as compared with 1913-14;, there
was a decrease in the cost of administration,
including inspection, of £1,000, although we
had many more schools opened. It has
been said also that the educational system
should be suited to the requirements of the
community. During all the years the sys-
tens has been in force in Western Australia,
what effort wns mtade to suit our education
to the requirements of the community until
1 caime into office? I did not appoint a
Royal Commission to investigate msatters; I
appointed a conmmittee of men who under-
stood, to advise and report on this matter,
and I hope hon. members have read the re-
port. If they have not, it will pay them to
do so quite as much as it will pay them to
readl the report on Collie coal. The recoin-
niendations of that committee are gradually
being put into effect without any increase
of expenditure. The educational system in
the country is being made more suitable to
the requirements of the State and I hope the
system of reform will go on until the whole
thing is perfected. If her. members ask me
what the faults are, I can tell them without
appointing a commission to advise me. Our
teachers, particularly those who are sent to
country schools, are not sufficiently trained.
Another fault is that our classes are too large.
Both those faults are remedial only by in-
creased expenditure, and it would be wise for
this country to cure them. The one increase
I contemplated on this year's Estimates is
an increase of £1,500 in order to alter the
course for country teachers in the Claremonst
Training College form six months to twelve
months. That will go a long way towards
remedying the first fault which everyone will
agree is a most grievous one. Sir Edward
Wittenooni instanced the wonderful efficiency
of three countries, Germany, America, and
New Zealand. I wonder whether it struck
the lion. member as a curious coincidence
that those are the three countries wherein
they have always recognised the obligations
of the State to the people in the matter of
education, and where they have spent money
far in excess in what we hope to do. New
Zealand, for instance, spends 50 per cent. per
head of population more on education than
we do,' while in many States of America and
in Canada the expenditure is 100 Per cent.
more. Sir Edward Wittenoom says that those
countries are highly efficient because they, have
"one man'' government. Prqbably so, but
in each ease it was recognised that the
education of the people was the country's
chief aim. It is said that those countries can
afford to spend so much more on education,
but is there any community where the earn-
ing power is greater which claims a higher
standard of comfort, which spends more
money on luxury than ours? I am not
a teetotaller, neither am I a prohibitionist,
nor a wowser, nor an opponent of sport, but
hon. members cannot tell me that we can
afford to spend £7 per head per annum on
liquor, £2 per head per annum on tobacco, and
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I do not know how mnuch on joy riding, rac-
ing, and picture shows, and that we cannot
a~fford to spend the money which we are
spending, a paltry 22s. per head of the popu-
lation on the education of our children.

Hon, W. Kingsmili: The other is not G3ov-
ernment expenditure.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is ex-
penditure by the people.

lon. W. Kiugsimill: It is quite different.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I recog-

nisee that a good deal of this is National ox-
penditure and I hope it will not be long be-
fore the Federal Government, as lFederal
Governments have done elsewhere, will sub-
sidise the States as regards, at any rate, voca-
tional training. I would like to quote one or
two figures with rega-d to the expenditure
on buildings. This has always been an item
quite separate from the E~ducation Vote. For
the years 1906 to 1914-15 the average was
£60,572 per ainnunm aa(1 the average for the
past two years has been only £21,813 . Last
year there was a further reduction and that
notwithstanding the fact that the primary
schools increased in number from 376 to 023
in 10 years. The condition of the State
schools is such that it is by no means
creditable to the country. We shall hare
to spend money in this direction unless
we want to see our buildings fall into a state
of decay. Sir Edward Wittenoom also spoke
of the necessity for getting boys to go en to
farms. Who has done more in that direc-
tion than I have9 Shortly after I took
control of the Colonial Secretary's De-
partmient I initiated a scheme, in the face of
strong opposition too, and on the part of one
hon. member in this House, for obtainiag gold-
fields boys for farms, ndi in the short spae
of two years 250 lads have been placed on
farms in this State. During the last financial
year we had no fewer than -600 applications
for lads for farms, and we placed 339 fron,
the goldlields and the city combined.
'Phe Labour Bureau keeps in touch vith
these lads and although we havec hail
a -few complaints about them, the gen-
eral tenor of the reports is that both em-
ployers and the boys arc satisfi ed.
I know there is a mistake made by a great
many people , who think that' wheif they have
given their boys a good education they are
too good to go on a farm. None are too clever
or too well educated to go on the land, It is the
educated person who succeeds. Sir Edward
Wittenoom. also condemned, and I think other
members have done the same, the National
G7overment-I do not nean what they are
doing, but the fact of the National Govern-
ment. I do not say that I am enamoured of
the principle of a coalition Government my-
self, but we have to take the facts as they
are. If in another place there are four parties,
nloneo sufficiently strong to form a Govern-
mieat, what is there to do but form a National
Government! Sir Edward Wittenoom spoke
of Lloyd Georae, but they have a National Gov-
erment. in Envlanld, and the parties to it
are just as much opposed to one another as
they are in Western Australia. Mr. Kinastonill
said that there would be no good government
in the country until we got down to the two-

party system. Let ine suggest to the h4
member how he will bring that about. Thi
is no menbet of-the House who is listened
with greater attention or with greater ple
ua than Mr. Kingsmnill. Therefore, I st
gest to him that he mnake a tour of the couni
throughout the farming districts, telling allt
branches of the Farners and Settlers' Assoc:
lion what wicked and immoral people they a
and appeal to them in the namne of politim
morality, and every seetioa. of our glorious
stitution, to disband and join either the Li be-
or the Labour party. I ask the boa. macnil
to do that for a year or two and then eo:
back to the House andJ tell us that we shot
have two parties.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: I1 have dlone it.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Hanst

hon. member made one convert? 1. do r
think the hon. muember would be likely
achieve the result hie sets up, and if hie vi
not undertake it, then I am sure I cannot.
listened with interest to Mr. Miles. It is r
necessary I1 think to repeal the Civil Servi
Act That Act provides that any public a,
vant can be got rid of it he does any thi
wrong, 'or if ho is not wanted. WI:
more can we want than that? If we rep,
the Public Service Act we leave every pub
servant at the *mim of the Minister for I
time being, and the last state of Western Ai
tralia would be worse than 'the firrt. rr
civil servant is entitled to -proteetih
We canl get rid of anyone who has do
wrong, and if an office is simperfinc
it can be dispensed with. The Government
far have not found a difficulty in getting
of anyone if they -wanlt to dIO so, but t
have not got rid of one officer uinjustly. TI
is all the Act provides against. I was mar
impressed with whet the hon. member said
to lung distance fares, and that one of I
effects of that is that it makes for centrali
lion. I am not prepared to argue that all tI
ought to be dlone in that direction has bc
dlone.

Hon. G. .1. G. W. Miles: Why not put
the fares inl the metropolitan area ill I
meantime?

The COLONIAL RECRETAlP : [I wev
so in connection with season tickets and 1
cursion tickets, we might destroy the trafic.
nt not going- to argue the matter from a r.
way expert's point of view, bat railway '
ports should know what is best, and when t1
assess fares they do it from a business po:
of viewv and from what they think the peol
will and are able to pay. The railways,
think members will admit, are not only a ha
ness concern hut they have to be run forI
development of the industries of the count
similarly as the steamers are on the Nor-
West coast. A little while ago when the Pe
miaster General was here I had a conferer
with him as to the State Steamship Servi
and the mails. He arced with my suggesti
tint we should save money by not call ing
Shark Bay and making less frequent trips
Port Darwin. He went away by train I
same night and the next day I got a, lol
from him stating that after consulting w
his officers he found that the State steameil
must continue these unprofitable services.
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have not had an opportunity of arguing with
him since. The hon. member referred to re-
turned soldiers travelling first class on the rail-
ways in the otter States and second class here.
The Government are prepared to do anything
for the returned soldiers that any other Gov-
ernment. will do, and a hit more, I referred
this matter to the Commissioner of Railways
and this is his reply-

On arrival at Kalgoorlie of the first eon-
tingent of soldiers to arrive overland, they
were accommodated in second class comn-
partmnents on the authority of a warrant
issued by the Military authorities. Subse-
quently it was ascertained that the men held
first class tickets. T'his mistake was entirely
-due to the Military. Second and third
contingents have since arrived ahd have
travelled first class right through to Perth.

rhere was a mistake mande, and I aui not
l1aming anyone; but it was not the mistake
if the Railway Department of the State. Mem-
lore who have spoken during the latter part of
,he debate must excuse inc if I. traverse their
-ewarks very briefly. I have endeavoured to
teal -with them and the matters which they
iave referred to as they have arisen.

thank Mr. Millington for his generous
,peech. I thought he aimed at supporting
ho Governument, and lie gave what I thought
Vas a generous -recognition of thle facts. AEut

would ask himn to remenmber in connection
6th the amalgamation of the State and Fed-
ral Taxation Departments, that it is not
asily accomplished. This should have been
one long ago, but f believe it will not be long
lefome it is brought about now. I have already
aid I do not intend to deal with the question
f repastriation, which has been so :fully de-
Pated, but I would say this, that one of the
hief points of. the Bill to be introduced is to
sty down a definite system as to thle repurchase
f estates. We want to avoid tho mistakes which
ave been made in the past as to repurchasing.
listakies have. been muade not here only but
ulte recently in the Eastern States. where
hey have spent a tremendous amiount of money
iL that direction. The position %A hich we have
*ut. up in Western Australia will compare very
avourably with that of the "Elastern States.
Vc have to put as against the sliahtly in-
reased number that have been settled, the
acless expenditure which has occurred in the
ther States. The bon. Mr. Ewing stated that
outh Australia has settled 220 soldiers as
galust our 150. That is about proportionate
:the population and to the number of men

,ho have returned. Of the men coming back
t the present time very few are fit to take
p virgin country, and it is not a sound policy
)prepare virgin Country f or men who are

3ming back. It is better that they should do
in work themselves and be paid genierously
y the State and kept going until they are
tirly oni their feet. If they do the work them-
,Ives they will do it cheaper and have a far
Ater proposition than if the States do the
ork for them. All these matters will be dealt
ith fully when the Bill comes forward. - I
aintain the appointment of Mr. Metarty has
me away with dual control. Tf it is shn'-n
at it has not, I shall be glad to listen to the
gunients of the bon. Mr. Ewing. The inere

fact that a gentleman who wished to sell land
to the Government could not be fixed up by
Mr. MeLarty does not convince me that dual
control still exists. I cannot claim to have
read the whole of the report of the Coal Mining
Commission. The hen, member urged that all
Ministers should read and digest the whole of
these reports. Why, they would need the diges-
tion of an ostrich.

Hion. J. Ewing: But the Mfinister directly
responsible might rend it.

Thle COLOIAL SEORETARY: N0 doubt
lie does. I know that all the reports con-
cerning my department are carefully read
by me. For instance, I have gleaned a
great deal of information from the report of
the Agricultural Commission insofar as it con-
cerns my department, and I am endeavouring
to put into effect the practical suggestions
therein contained. Mr. Carson dealt with the
question of increasing population iii the coun-
try as against the City. Let me remind him
that one of tile chief causes of centralisation
is the Jack of educational facilities in the coun-
try. flay after day I get letters from people
in the country declaring that if better edu-
cational facilities are not afforded in their dis-
trict they will have to come. into town, If there
is one fihing mnore than another calculated to
drive parents into the towns it is the want of
educational facilities for thet? children in the
country. M.\r. Carson also urged that we should
secure n contented rublic service. I entirely
agree with him, but I ami afraid that the
financial position is not such as will enable
us to bring about contentment in the Service
at the present time. Hc also told us that a
number of patriotic land-owners in his 11is-
trict are offering their lands for repatria-
tion purposes at a flgorp greatly below
what they are worth. I ani very glad to bear
it, becauso up to the present we have
had quite a number of instances of
people who find no difficulty in reconciling
their patriotism with an endeavour to line
their pockets. Mr. Kingamill took pains to
iforni the House, as he had previously done
on several occasions, how deeply he regretted
his vote on the purchase of the Perth fra .
He speaks of it as a forn of penance. If the
hon. member wishes to indulge in a little more
penance I commend to him the re-perusal of
his speech on the third reading. It will enable
him to realise the uitter futility of the reasons
he then advanced for voting for the Bill.

Heon. W. Kingsmill:, I indulge in a more
severe form of penance; I ride on the trains.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: r reseat the
remark of the hon. member that this Govern-
ment or the National party take to themselves
all the loyalty to be found in the community.
I ani not aware that the Government have
made accusations of disloyalty against any-
body. The hou. member raised the question of
the "'Kangaroo. " Let me tell him that it would
have been impossible at any time to employ
the "Kangaroo" in the direction he suggests.
If any discourtesy hans been shown the bon.
member in regard to his report I apologise for
it, and I am sure that the Minister concerned
will join me in that attitude. I know that the
Gox'ernument have fllyv considered the inni.
member's report, but I assure him that even
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at that time the "Kangaroo'' could not have
been employed as he suggests. He spoke of
the "Kangaroo" as being employed,.proflteer-
jog over the seven seas. I would remind the
lion. member that the vessel was purchased at
war prices, and that therefore it is necessary
for her to show an abnormally good return, if
possible. On the conclusion of her present
voyage she will be employed solely as directed
by the Imperial and Cominmonweal th Gov'-
ernments. 1 wish to share in the
great faith shown by Mr. Hickey in
the future of this country. It is. shared also
by the Government. If the bon. member would
but go to the Minister for Mines and put be-
fore him the facts be has given the House to-
night, I am sure hie would meet with a most.
sympathetic reception. I have already noted
the remarks of Mir. Cunningham in regard to
the Wooroloo sanatbrium. The other matters
raised by the hon. member are rather too large
for me to enter into to-night, hut I may assure
him that the present Government are as strong
on the white Australia policy as is he himself,
and that we recognise that the only method by
which that policy can be preserved is by bring-
ing more white people into Western Australia.
Now I come to a remark by, Sir Edward Wit-
tenoom. The hon. member applauded to the
skies the careers of meni like Lloyd George,
Woodrow Wilson and the late Mr. Seddon. I
venture to suggest that if any of the proposals
that made Lloyd George, Woodrow Wilson and
Richard Seddon the great democratic leaders
of their respective countries were put before
this House, Sir Eward Wittennom would buck
like the wildest of his own steers. Members
have to recognise that we live in moving
times

lHon. W. Eingsmill: Times, of moving pie-
tures.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: And that
those who think they can put back the hands
of the dlock are entirely mistaken. I apologise
for having occupied the attention of hen, mem-
bers for so long. I hope that nothing I have
said will rankle in anybody's mind, for it is
entirely proper that we should ''strive as
adversaries at law but eat and drink as
friends."

Question put and passed; the Address
adopted.

ADJOURNMENT, SPECIAL-STATE Or
OF BUSINESS.

The c5OLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon. Hf. P.
Colebatch-Bast) [11.47]: I desire to move--

"'That the House ait its rising adjourn
to Tuesday, 24th September"

It is impossible for me to tell exactly when the
progress made in another place will supply
sufficient business to keep this House employed.
There are one or two Bills which will be in-
itiated in this Rouse,bitt well before the 24th
September, if I find that it will be only pos-
sible for the House then to meet and place
certain business on the Notice Paper, I will
advise all country members accordingly so that
they will not be required to come here unnec-

essarily., However, I hope that by the 24tb
September the House will have sufficient busi.
ness to warrant its assembling.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 11,48 p"m

Thursday, 5th September, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 11 a.m..
and read prayers.

[For "Questions on Notice'' and ''Papert
Presented'' see ''Votes and Proceedings.'']

POKER MACHINES.
The ATTORNEY GENEiRAL (Hon. R

T, Robinson-Canning) (11.7 a.m.]: 'With thE
permission of the House I desire to makev
statement in connection with questions ssket
by the member for South Fremnantle (Mr
Rocke) last week. On the 28th nit. I ans
wered questions 1 and 2 asked by the hen
member as follows-1, Yes; and 2, No, af
the Crown Law officers advised me they belt
doubts as to thle illegality of the operation 01
the nmachine. On investigating the nature oi
the poker niachine more closely, I have eoni
to the conclusion that the chances in an)
game played with that machine cannot, tc
quote the words of the Act, be said to lx
alike favoutrable to all the players, incinding
amnong the players the hanker or other per
sons by whom the ganme is managed. There.
f ore the question is governed by a decision
given- in an English case, Fielding versus
Turner, decided in 1893, in which the Court
of King's Bench ruled that the operations of
*t intichine somewhat similar in character to
a poker machine fell within the definition of
unlawful gaming, and that a person keeping
the same in a shop or other place, for pbople
to play therein, was guilty of keeping a
common gaining house. For these reasons I
desire to alter the answer to No. I to no,
and the answer to No. 2 to yes.

Hon. P. Collier: That is, they are illegal?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: They areil

legal.
Hon. F. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis-

ter): They are pretty harmless, anyhow.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motion by the PREMIER leave of

absence for the remainder of the session
granted to the member for Collie (Mr. A. A.
wilson) on the ground that hie is on active
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